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PEOPLE'S REPUBLIC OF KAMPUCHEA 


Industrial Production by Sector Reported 
420600018 Vientiane PASASON in Lao 30 Sep 87 p 3 


[Article by Manithip:The Expansion Of Industry And 
Handicrafts !« The People’s Republic Of Kampuch:a 


[Excerpt] Industrial and handicraft production has 
expanded sicadiiy. Last August alone the workers of the 
No.4 chakangder fabric factory located on the outskirts 
* Phnom Penh were able to produce 195,000 meters of 


mosguito netting. 2.690 meters of fabric to be used in 


automobile production which was $6.34 percent over the 
monthly plan. and 6.600 meters of fabric to be used in 
bicycle production which was 3 


~ 


PCr ent over the 


KAMPUCHEA ) 


monthly plan. In addition they were also able to com- 
picte the plan tor napkin production 4 months before 
schedule. This factory 1s using 34 machines to produce 
much more silk sarong cloth than in the past 


In the tirst 8 months of this vear the indusinal and 
handicraft branch which ts run as a state enterprise in 
Kangdan Province was able to achieve an income for the 
State of 20 mulhon nels (Cambodian currency), this 
equaicd SO percent of the plan for the vear and was 33 
percent over 1986. This province now has 723 medium 
and laree sized industrial and handicraft factones. Part 
of the proti comes trom the production of scarts 


Theis vear engincers of factory No.2 in the countryside in 
the south of Phnom Penh Province were able to produc« 
201 water tanks, 165 tons of spare parts for bicycles and 
25 tons of spare machinery parts. This 1s a SO percent 


mcrcase Over iasi vea4r 


5144 
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Antiaircraft Unit Recalls War Against US. 
Planes 


4206002 3h Viennane KONGTHAP PASASON 140 om 
Lao 22 O0a87> pi 


[Observing The Birthday Of The “M" Anti-Arrcraft 
Battalion™} 


[Text] The “M™ anti-aircraft battalion was established 
on 18 October. It was the first anti-aircraft unit and was 
organized in 196! when the war of ageression of the 
American imperialists in Laos and Indo-China was 
expanding greatly, The American air pirates were madly 
dropping bombs and shooting up the liberated arcas. The 
“M™ battahon 1s now 26 vears old 


In a ceremony observing the birthday of the battalion on 
18 October, the older soldiers who are now on pension or 
who were transferred to other unis came back to meet 
again. They congratulated the cadres and soldiers who 
replaced them, and they also discussed their heritage of 
bravery in the war of national salvation agaist the 
American imperialists on many bettictields. for instance 
at Phou Kout and Koukiat. They shot down many 
American planes. They competed and shot down the 
100th, 200th, 300th. 400th, 600th, and 800th plane until 
this battalion was given the title of hero battalion Many 
of the brave soldiers of thes battalion became heroes. and 
they struggied throughout the country. The outstanding 
men included Comrade Be, Comrade Khamsan. Com- 
rade Bounthoeng. Comrade Peng and others who per- 
formed heroic deeds im battle until the lasi moment of 
their lives. They are being held up as models for thei 
successors once more. Stace its establishment m 1961 
until the signing of the cease-fire agreement in 1973. the 
“M”™ antr-aircraft battalion was im the front lines of the 
Struggle against the American mmperiaiisis 


By recalling this heritage. the new soldiers have shown 
their resolve to maintain and continuc the herou trad: 
von of the unit mm the future and have made a promise to 
ihe previous generations to be ready at al! tomes to do 
their duty in defending the skies of the nation as they had 
done im the past 


lomne in the ceremony observing the anniversary of the 
battahon were represcntatives of the antui-ancraft ree: 
meni, representatives of other units in ihe anti-aircralt 
corps, and a large number of soldiers trom the “M 
battahion 
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Phong Saly Wartime Helicopter Dow ing. 
‘Reactionaries’ Noted 


4206000236 Vientiane PASASON in Law 14 Nw ate? 


F 


[Article by Thanongsak Vongsakda “Unattached Com- 
pany 19 Of Phong Saly Province} 


[Excerpt] During the period of the struggle for national 
salvation against the French and American imperialists 
and the penod of defending and building a socialist 


LAOS 


tw 


nation. | nattached Company 19 of Phong Saly Province 
hecame a hero company: i received one heio of the 
nation banner. one hero medal. one freedom medal first 
class and many other commendations 


Unattached Company 19 was established in 1960 in 
Phong Saly Province at the same time as Unattached 
Companies 15 and | 7. Since then this company has gone 
through five penods of organization and building. The 
first perw<d was from 1960 to 1966. the second penod 
was 1967 to 1969. the third period was from 1970 to 
1976, the fourth penod was from 1976 to 1987 [probably 
a typo tor 197] and the fifth penod was trom 1978 until 
the present 


During this time Unattached Company 1!9 attacked 
enemy positions many hundreds of times and drove 
them out. The company shot down one helicopter and 
built support bases among the people in $67 villages 


In general this company has accomplished a great deal in 
terms oftraining and improving its units and in mobiliz 

ing the people to attack the enemy and increase produc 

ton 


in the fifth period dunrg which the international reac 
lonarics created tensror along the border in the north 
and sent spies to infiltrate and cause disturbances con 
vantly, Unattached Company 19 adopted the policy of 
performing the three duties and the four benctficial 
relavonships. During thes time the company carried out 
S11 operations and captured 43 spies including a aum- 
ber of cxpatrots. The company was able to build a 
compicte support base among the people next to the 
border, and most important. it was able to support rise! 
for about 4 to 4 months 


8149 


thai Official Charges Lapping of Embassy 
Phones 


BAGO?” Ranehok THAT RAT mn Tha 
4 Feb SA pos 


[Excerpt] An official at the Thar Embassy on Vientiane 
told THAI RAT's correspondent that Laos has been 
inving to oDtain information sent through the Tha 
Embassy. including by telephone tapping. ever since 
Laos adopted a socialist system 


According to the official, the Thar Embassy has been 
iware of this practice for quite some teme He sand that 
hecause of ther locaton im Laos. Embassy officials 
realize that t would be difficult to gct help from Lao 
authorities to prevent this practice 


“We know who is responsible for this operation. Any- 
way. all we could do 1s prevent our messages from being 
leated We cannot overly accuse them. We use extra 
Cautioun when we telephone.” the official sand 
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Asked what measures will be taken. the official replred he 
did not know. Everyone knows about the spying for 
nformation, Dut no one knows what to do with u 


‘Reactionaries’ on PRC Border Noted 


4206002 32@ Vientiane PASASON in Lac 18‘ ip 


iArticle by Thanongsak VongsakdaThe LPRYU of 
Phong Saly Province} 
[Excerpt] Phong Saly is the northernmost province of 


uur COuntry. It 1s made up of 6 districts, $5 cantons and 
60S villages. Its multi-cthnic population of 12) 984 
ludes 36 ethnic minorities 


Mr Somphou Chitdaphon 1s a member of the provincial 
party commuitee and 1s also leader of activities to pro- 
Mote Organization, propaganda. culture an 
nizations. He said that during the past 10 vears then 
nulti-cthnic LPRYU has been able to defend the fath 

ind and Phong Saly Province and keep « secure. Thes 
was clearly demonstrated when the LPRYL of 
Uisinet together with LPRYL unn 19 moved border 


mass Ofga 


mal tu 


marker 5 back to tts old location where u had been 

scfor mM infernatonal rcactronanes had moved u 

There are 4.473 LPRYU members involved in defending 
wilon 

in ihe cconomec sphere thes contracted to build med 

im-sized wrigation systems im four locations, planted 
i i sands of industrial trees and carcd y mar 
creds of ainometer f old roads 


Ss” S58 of them + 
lahon and the peace 


tecred for activities to deter 
in addition they started a 


ndter of activities under contract. in partecular th 


ire concentrating on building the sala-cme road. whrch 1s 
highways from Oudomsa: to the provincial offices. wo 
hat is completion can be accompisnshed by the end of 
The road will make travel and communicat 
re con ni 
Ss’ expanded thes membership by 2%) and 
; ’ 2 «af ther: a mbers, for part 7 ry)? 
‘ Al present there are 12.646 LPRYL of be 
hrough ihe province 


Freight Forwarding Concern To Deal With Fast 
Bin 
1060 bientiane VIENTIANE MiAlin Le 


i) J ; 


“A Branch is Onened To Distribute ( onstructron Man 


riais | 


[Text] In order to mect the demand of the masses for 
various kinds of building maicrnals in time to keen ip 
with the construction of houses and burldings in + arnous 


LAOS 


places. the Construction and International Fresght For- 
warding Companys of Vientiane City on 28 September 
pened an umport-caport office to distribute vanous 
construction matenals mm Vientiane City. This office rs 
located yn the Svthon section. 105 Khounboulom Strect 
According to 4 report trom Comrade Chanthawong 
Malaiphet. the head of the administration of this com 
pans. and Comrade Soutcha: Soutthtbounnolat. th 
head of ie distribution branch, concerning the level of 
business during the past 5 days, « appears that building 
materials such as paint, cement, clectrcal cquipment 
lias Dusilding materials have been provided im 
special aree quantities 


Ihe head of the company also emphasized that the 
distribution branch had a lense for importing and 
n materials. In the past the com 
ms with companies in a number of 
and on the near tuture it wall begin 
special relations with Ho Chi Minh City. the capital of 
the SRV. Han ind the tratcrnal socsalist Countnes on 


F | 
Fae LI 


" wertir an a , 
\} rviy : nsifuc 
° J J + 

pans a lad ’ 


mutans! Countries 


s'ay 


Phnom Penh, Vientiane Sign Agreement for 
( aprta!l Cites Cooperation 


fom puntiane (IE NTIANE WAlin Le 
ir . tt in ff oopcration Betwoen Vrentian 
And | wm Pe Siened 
feat! Vesterda enine at the Lansang Hotel m Vien 
Cv vas ceremony tor the official segning of 
ay t for cooperatron between the capital cities 
Vi mm! Phoom Penh 
J » fomrade Srsavat Aeobounphan. a 
member he P huro of the Central Commutice of 
the LPRP ar lary of the party committee of 
Vientiane City, and ( omrade Nguan Viam. an alternate 
ember the Polttburoe of the Central ( ommutiee of 
the Kampuchean People’s Revolutionary Party and sc 
relat | the party committee of the capital city of 


Phnom Penh siened for thei respective sides 


\f Nig Ln pnon * m inf 
Pe op Repub 


hieoh ? } cad . | 


ihe special ambassador of the 
ow Kampuchea to Laos, and many 
Veentiane City also honored th 
This agreement which was 
ntlhy signed mentioned specifically that the two sick 
sere united im studying and evaluating the special 
| the past Setween the two capitals. the two 

ommittces of representatives from 
administrative committees 


mony with hour presence 


tn pe rainon 

. 4 
vdes cichanec 
their party mmilicecs 


mass organizatvons and 


adres from vanous specialties 
n order to exchange sdeas on all aspects of cooperation 
fective and expand. The agreement 


? sf sf would hy 
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also mentioned the future cooperation im all arcas 
between the two capitals. the goal of thes 1s to make the 
tnendly relations and special cooperation bear fruit and 
expand turther 
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ate heobounphan Lalks to Exporters, 
420000151 Vientiane VIENTIANE MAL in Lao 
lOas pl 


[Text] In the morning of 10 October Mr Sisavat Keo- 
hounphan. a member of the Poluburo of the Party 
( entral Commuttce and Party Secretary and Chairman 
of the Administrative Commutice of Vientiane City 
honored the members of the joint state-private stock 
companies from throughout Vientiane City who import 
and export. More than 200 attended The jot state- 
private cxport-import stock company of Vientiane City 
arranged the mecting at the Daoviang Restaurant 


In the address Mr Sisavat Keobounphan explained to the 
members their revolutionary duty mm defending the 
nation and building socialism im our country and im 
making Vientiane City strong im al! areas under the 
leadership of the party and state: He spoke about the 
strong pornts and weak points of the cxport-import stock 
companies and the changes needed to improve trading 
operations cffectively if the strong sections of the ccon- 
omy are to be fully explored 


514 


Factory Ships First Clotting to West 
4200001 Sh Lientnane VIENTIANE WAlin Lao 
SOAs ppia 


[Teat) On neat 15 October the 2 December Clothing 
Factory of Vientiane City well shop its first clothing 
exports abroad Thrs shipment amounts to 10.000 preces 
and 1s made up of shirts produced under a cooperative 
agreement with Norway. Thes 1s the first contract of this 
vear, and the factory ¢s ready to engage mm more contracts 
n the future 


ii) addition to relations with Norway, factory officials 
also have relations with Canada. The goal of exports to 
( anada this year 1s 35,000 pieces of clothing. 


( omrade Mouai Keoman:, the deputy administrator of 
the factory also told VIENTIANE MAI that the clothing 
production of the factory amounted to 65,000 pieces and 
that 90 percent of their plan has been completed. As for 
the problem of comparable cadre wages. they have 
mecrcased wages so that they will double those of the 
lowest pand worker and the wages of the highest pard 
worker have doubled. The production per month has 
mcreased 120 percent 





LAOS 


The 2 December Clothing Factory 1 now the first 
clothing producer to be equiped with modern machinery 
m Vientiane City 


R149 


\ieng AKhouang Women’s Organization 
Membership 


420000 2 3d Viennane PASASON on Lao 
13 Now 87 pp 2.3 


[Arucle by Souvansar™ The Women Of Nieng Khouang 
Are Making Progress” | 


[Excerpt] The women of \reng Khouang Province along 
with women throughout the country are achieving great 
results marked by wonderful accomplishments 


There are now 27.396 members of the Xreng Khouang 
Women’s Organization out of a total of 85.536 women 
throughout the province. Of these 1.263 members are 
Hmong and 479 are Lao Theung They have cxapanded 
the organization to include women from 61 more villages 
and 6 more cantons and mcreased the membership by 
more than 2.100. Of these new members 33 are Hmong 
and &5 are Lao Theung 


08149 


Route 9 Workers To Receive Bonus or Penalty on 
Completion 
4002 Leentiane PASASON in Lao liNaws pi 


[The Level Of The Last Sircich Of Route 9 Is Beung 
Rarsed U reently |} 


[Excerpt] Construction on the last stretch of route 9 from 
kilometer marker 0 to kilometer marker 1!) at Kengka 
hao m Savannakhet Province ms now at the Mage of 
rarsing the level of the road to mect the standards [hrs 
will be compicte on 31 November so as to be ready for 
paving at the beginning of neat year 


Some sections of the road will have to be ransed with fl! 
almost 5 meters, and some sectrons will have to lowered 
$0 to 60 cm 


Raising the level of this last siretch of road 1s berg 
carned out urgently and with mastery because the com 
pany assigned the proyect with definite provessons if the 
unit completes the plan ¥) days betore schedule for the 
10 km stretch, t will receive a bonus from the company 
of 1.5 millon kip, but if it 1s not finished according to 
schedule and takes a month too long. the company wil! 
fine cach person one month's salary This sort of arrangr- 
ment was agreed upon through bargaining between those 
in charge of the project and those accepting the contract 


O81 49 
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Champassak District Security 
420600231 Liennane PASASON om Lao 23 Now 87 pp? 


[Article by S. Lotthalat“Sanasomboun District Now”) 


{Excerpt} About ¥) km north of Pakse on Route |}. the 
highway from Pakse to Sanasomboun Drstrict. are the 
offices of Sanasomboun Drstroct 


Mr Phomma, the head of the district admunistrative 
office told us that on the past. defense of the nation and 
peace had been made difficult by the enemy. But with 
education and guidance. the people have done their duty 
in searching for the enemy and in conducting sweeps and 
wiping Out the enemy at all tomes, and the drstict 1s 
compictely al peace 
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Army Editorial on Need for Unit Self-S 
4200002 44 Teennane AONGTHAP PASASON LAO in 
Lao 22 Oa 87 pp 14 


[Eduonal “Increasing Quartermaster Strength To 
Improve The Standard Of Living™] 


[Excerpt] Throughout the period of revolutionary duty 
to liberate and defend the natron, build socialism. 
achieve victory and successes in other arcas. our cadres 
and soldvers have expanded on thei tradition of slf- 
sufficrency and have done a good job of strengthening 
themselves. Especially last year and om 1987 many units 
nave been able to meet the goal of self-sufficrency in food 
adopted by upper echelons, namely, by umproving the 
source of food supplies for the units according to the 
goals adopted by the quartermaster corps. But at the 
same time some units were still having difficulty umprov- 
ing the standard of living for their cadres and soldiers. In 
addition, a number of units still let the standard of living 
of ther personne! take care of itself and have not 
seriously pushed quartermaster activities 


When we consider the problem. the demands involved in 
assuring the standard of living of the cadres and soldiers 
while reshaping our army into a modern revolutionary 
army and the even greater demands of bringing vitality 
and happiness to the lives of owr cadres and soldiers 
depends on mecting the goal of self-sufficrency in food 
and especially in nice. The upper echelons have set an 
annual goal for cach unit im noe self-sufficiency to be 3 
months per unit. This would require 60 kg of milled nce 
and 100 kg of unhusked nce per person. Each unit must 
supply cach cadre and soldier from 100 to 200 grams of 
meat per day for } months. Each unit must produce all 
this itself and the meat averages to 9 to 10 kg per year per 
person 


The party's goal of self-sufficrency for the grassroots 
units forces them to apply themselves vigorously as in a 
continuous drive. First cach unit must disseminate the 
information and mobilize the cadres and soldicrs to 


LAOS 


micrnahize the pols goals tor scit-sufficrency im food 
supplies so that these goals are met and s thal they 
become the duty of cach person m cvery unit 
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Vientiane Tax Receipts 
420000 15d Veentrane VIENTIANE WAlin Lae 
60a8 pl 


[The Tax Receipts From Sikhettabong District Have 
Increased 12 Percent Each Month’ ] 


[Excerpt] During the pasi 9 months. cadres collectong 
taxes on Sukhetiabong District of Vientiane City have 
taken in more than 28 millon kip. They collected the 
enterprise number ta. the profit tax. the rent tas. the fee 
tas. the sales tan, and other taxes from $99 shops. They 
were able to collect $5.5 percent more revenuc than was 
planned tor these 9 months. If the plan rs apportioned to 
the various months. mt can be seen that the figures 
mereased |) percent per month 


8149 


Sayaboury I rade 
4060017 Vientiane PASASON on Lao 8 Sep 8 pl 


{Arucle “Shops In Phiang Destrict And Sayaboury Drs- 
trict Have Reqursitioned and Bartered for Forest Prod- 
ucts Valued at More Than 9 Millon Kap”] 


[Text] In the third quarter of 1987 the cadres and state 
emplovees at the Phiang District store mm Sayaboury 
Province requisitioned and bartered for the tollowing 
forest products from the multi-cthnn people 1} tons 
141 kg of resin, $ tons 894 ke of vahua [a medicinal herb] 
and a number of other tems. All thes was valued at 
9.093.906 kip 


During the same period the barter store affilated with 
the trading company of Sayaboury Drstrict of Sayaboury 
Province was able to barter for the following forest 
products: $18 kg of sesame, 5 toms 124 kg of resin, | ton 
827 ke of peuaghong, 31 3} kg of cardamom and a number 
of other stems. \Ul thes was valued at 480.027 kip 


8149 


Measures Ordered To Halt Howa Phan Hill 
Planting. Forest Clearing 


42000017 Vientiane PASASON in Lao 29 Sep 8 pt 


[Article “Howa Phan Province Urgently Resists The 
Threat From Expanded Forest Clearing For Dry Field 
Rice Cultivation” | 


[Text] The probiem of restricting forest clearing and 
protecting the environment 1s now an urgent task for the 
people of Houa Phan Province 
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The provincial adminestratron explained that cach vcar 
an average of 40.000 hectares of forest throughout the 
province 1s destroved because of clearing by the people 
for fields) Thes has become a screous threat whech 1 
destroy ing the forest and natural resources and drying up 
Mircams 


To counter these developements the province has 
adopted a plan to preserve the forest and restrict clearing 
of fields. The plan 1s now on effect and will contenuc until 
ive 


The plan sets detailed standards for dry field noe culty 
vation. If dry ficld noe rs cultrvated on a rotateng haves 
there are three conditions which must be met there 1s to 
be no clearing of ficids on land with a dope of $0 degrees 
or more. on land with dense or valuable forests. oF in 
arcas where ot well affect water sources oF the environ. 
ment. The arm of the plan 1s to mocrease coltrwated of 
plowed dry field noe on land with a sope from 15 to 0 
degrees. Any arca where timber is to be caplorntied must 
be surveved and allocated mm detail. and the new wed. 
lings must be cared for regularly If an arcs « exploited 
the forest must be marntamned there 


Because the eavironment will need greater care after 
timber cxaplottation. the plan also specifies that funds 
will be set aside for reforestatvon to be pand by the state 
and by private parties cxploiting the tomber The plan 
specifics mghts and organizes a complete nctwork of 
cadres to admenister the forests. and « prowrdes that 
these cadres carry owt the plan effectively m all the 
grassroots arcas 
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Luang Prabang f Sales, | 
42000017 a Vientiane PASASON in Lao 80 Sep 8 pt 


{Article “The Luang Prabang Flectrical Company 


Dredges The Reservow Behind The Dam”™| 


[Excerpt] During the past § months the Luang Prabang 
Electric Company has taken in more than & millon kip 
from clecticity it has generated Nevertheiess clectrcal 
generation on thes province has not been sufficrent for the 
needs of the people, and ut has been necessary to use 
engines to generate an additronal 44.000 kilowatt hours 
In the first S months of the year the company fulfilled rts 
budgctary obligation by carning more than 4 million kip 
which 16 41.5 percent of the plan for the vear 


149 
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Vientiane Hard Currency bE aterprise 
ST Se Leentane VIENTIANE WA on Lao 
vtht a pl 


[tC onstrectson Ac..«rty 1 starting To Bring mm Forcign 
Currency | 


[Text] At the begrnneng of thes month the Construction 
and Beautificatron Company of Vientiane City opened 
another branch to serve the masses by carnenge foreign 
currency. The development of thes actrvety os hascalls 
complete m terms of orgamzation Theres activity os 
directly subordinaic to the company 


With regard to its busemess actiy recs the company has at 
thes port fulfilled 4) percent of as plan. and a has 
achreved &5 percent of the plan for carnengs which 
amounts to more than 70) tullon kop for the vear 
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VW ood, Commodity t aperts Discussed 
S001 Se Leenteane TIE NTIANE WA on Lae 
sO ppla 


[Article “The Vear Wood Eaports Have Increased 
Almost Three Temes”) 


[Excerpt] Trade relatroms with foreygn countres of the 
Lao Trading Company have mocrcased to mnclude nine 
countnes. According to a report summarizing coopera- 
tive trade relatroms with fraternal socialist countries by 
the head of the company’s admunmtratron. ( omrade 
Chanseng Vhommavong to VIENTIANE MAI yester- 
day. there are now mene countries Bed the Soviet 
{ mon. the German Democrat Republic, C zechoslova- 
hia. Bulgaria. Hungary. Poland. Mongolia. Vietnam. and 
(Cambodia Chur caports on the past have mcicded coffee. 
wood, lead ore. and gypsum. The company bas had a 
more extensive trade relatronstup with Sovect Unon 
and th year they have ordered a threefold mocrease mm 
imports of scme-finmshed foormng 


Lao imports mclude vehocles and machinery such as 
various kinds of motor vehucies. fabric machinery. raw 
material for factones. clectrecal equipment. and howse- 
hold wiensils, The Sovect Umon om particular has 
expanded its cooperative trade relatrons with the Lao 
Trading Company. last ycar it rewarded the company for 
thew mutually beneficial rclationshep Thes was the first 
tome that the company has recerved such a reward The 
administrative head estemated that the cooperative trad- 
mg relations between Laos and the other fraternal social- 
m countnes mentioned would result om greater cxports 
The goods capected to make up these caports mnclude 
semi-finished floormg. lead ore and handrcrarts 
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PNB Chairman ft valuates Left's Strength. 
laluence 

406 Quecor City NATIONAL MIDWETA on 
English a wy ‘pp A gi 


{Artecle by Bengarnen Pimentel Jr Passages in boldface 
as pubirshed] 


[Text] Guts goals and grawroots. apparently sounded 
Crreck to the masses. In the last clecteons., the Partedo ng 
Bayan (PNB)}—armed with ts own “three Gs” om oppo 
sitron to the gums. goons and gold of traditronal polit 
cans—predicted « would win at least 2) percent of the 
House scats and at icast one Senate scat But mm the end 
only two PNB contenders—\ cnanceo Carduce @ Samar 
and (sregorio Andolana of North ( otahato—took ther 
oath as members of the ncw Philippine Congress, Not 
one of the “Magnificent Seven” got mite the “Magn 24— 


To the PNB. whech celebrated ots first anniversary last 
August 4). the problem was not so much a lack of 
magni fi ence. tt had cnough of that om the persons of Joe 
Burgos. Champion of prevs freedom. Berra Busway no 
the legemdary Dante. Horace “Bow” Morales, the tech 
nxrat-geneus. Neha Sancho. the beauty-queen turned 
revolutvonary ferent. ch The protlem was more the 
absence of magn 


Magn meant the performame of the mystersous (yr! 
Sanchez. the nursance candidate who became more than 
4 source of annoyance for poor Augusto “Bohtut San 
chez. cased oul of the winners ist. magn meant the 
clever and cunning computers of the ( ommmewon on 
Elections (CUOMELEC) allegedly programmed to zap 
election returns and. most important of all, magn meant 
Tita Cory herself, with her ewoet girlee-githee emule. hagh 
priched colegiala vowe and overwhelming popularity 


The PNB bets ended up lke ratbuts berng pulled out of 
magn hats. Whe women beng sawed m hall in many 
areas, 1t was Not pest magn but meractes that overturned 
thert greviest capectatioms 


To the Right. the PNB's defeat was the rewlt of the 
“poople's rerectron of Communnm ~~ The Left. « was 
proc.eumed. ms molated 


PNB Charman Fidel Agcaorl). who was clected after the 
assassination of Founding Charman Rolando (Mahia 
himself admits that the last clectronms were a “sobering 
cuperrence.” Not that be agrees that the Left has been 
totally marginalized The last polls. he argucs are not an 
accurate gauge of the Lefi's strength and influence. He 
may be right. (nm the day | mtervicwed bum Let 


orgamizatrons such a Kilusang Mayo | eo (AMO) and 
the Bagong Alyansang Makahayan (BAY AN) led a wel 
gang bayan. a people's sinnke. that successfully paralyzed 
major erhan centers nationwide 


PHILIPPINES ? 


Sull, Agcaosh admris screws wcaancescs surtaced during 
the last clecteoms weakacescs whech the Left mest ender- 
sand and overcome of the cause of New Polrtecs 5 to be 
ads anced 


The resetts of the Last chectrems showed vou were eas off 
the mark on your predictions What happened” What ecnt 
ereng © \our Campargn 


We traced our probiems to both external and mmtcrnal 
tactors. There eas really a Concerted cflort to deprive us 
of our votes. to margemalive ws These were done by the 
COMELEC, NAMPREL [Nateonal ( nizens Movement 
for Free Electeons]. the eestetutponal ( burch. the medi 
and th gowernment sorts of propaganda 
attackong PNB and the Alhance for New Polrtocs (ANP) 
came Out. bhe m one comn booklet. the ANP poopie 
were portraved as salanrsts 


Rascd on our capericnce. « can really be sand that 
clectroms arc eel the game of the clic and the reaction 
ares. Any attempt ty the Left to enter ot well really tx 
apposed ty the ruleng ctrte 


The t meted States also entertered m the lam clectrons 
from hestercal caperence. we know the C14 [¢ entral 
Intcthgence Agency] has mtertered m our political 
aftarrs We saw thes on Magsaysay 's terme and when Recto 
ran for prewdent. In the May clectroms. we have con 
formed reports that Ameren crvfhassy officials and 
personne! were seen om many arcas helping in the cam 
pagn agarest our candidates. For cxampic. mm Surigao 
the American vice-comsul was seen spending a bot of treme 
m the prov mmce Two davs before the clectrom. we were 
surprised to fred out that ovcn the poorest candedate for 
(Congress was buy ong votes PNB President Fred Ass was 
our candedate wm Surngac He sent was amazing that 
some camdidates. who oven had lew moncy than he were 
dvstung out PIUH) bells, bayeng votes the people were 
berg urged te vote for amytrady but Acs Ass lost, but 
only by small margen And thes capernence was repeated 
m Rataan ehere even the prov ence! commander of the 
armed forces had carter conceded that 1 «as empovsitlc 
for owr candedate. Dante Naya. to low 


What about the internal factors” 


The mann protiem here was the onentatron m partis 
pateng om the clectrom There was a conflict betwen 
those who saw the campaign as mercly for propaganda 
and those who were after wenning Whole there was an 
atiompt te correct thes on the meddic of the campargn. 
was not cnough to comsoldate our forces 


We om the leadersup were also to blame Whi we sand 
that the scnatonal campaign «as maint, for _ copaganda 
and cducatron purposes. we also sand we would try to 
actreve a credrtable performance \ creditabic pertor 
mance meant we also has to arm for votes. In a way. thes 
veew was alee correct’ There 90 propaganda valuc im 
kong hea ely 
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However what happened was that in arcas where we had 
no congressional candsdatc. ec had to sct up an clectron 
machinery for the senatorial campaign. Dahil dito. naba- 
tak ang puwersa namin. We were not able to concentrate 
on the congreswonal drstricts. where we really aumed to 
win. because our people were spread out thin for the 
senatorial Campaign 


There were also some territonal chapters which ficided 
congressional bets for purcly propaganda purposes Thrs 
was mm arcas where we were weak That also affected the 
drstnibutvon of our forces. which should have been con- 
centrated m places ehere we had togh chances of 
winning 


When we sand the senatoral campaign would be purely 
for propaganda and education. then that 1s yust what we 
should have done In other words. as soon as a candidate 
files bes or her candidacy. he or she should already 
declare that a a protest candidacy Then we don't have 
to worry about winning of losing 


The problem was that the candidates themscives ran 
after votes. Take the case of Dante [Bernabe Buscayno] 
There were many in the progressive movement who were 
surprised by many of hes Statements Well. that was 
because Dante was also running after votes and he had to 
reach the majority. He had to soften his line of attack 
But if we had stuck to the orginal plan that the senatornal 
campaign would just be for propaganda and education. 
then things would have been clearer We wouldn't have 
had to put so much effort m a senatonal campaign 
machinery and the candidates would not have run after 
votes 


It came to a port where we really expected that at least 
one of the bets would win Most of them had lowered the 
level of discusswon om the campaign and softened thei 
lene of attack 


De the other candidates agree eith this assesment” 


Well, the draft of the aseesement has not vet been 
finalized. We plan to polish t and give cach candedate a 
copy for ther comments. For Dantc. the rsuc 1s already 
clear He has even sand that be should not have run at all 
m the senatorial race Maybe he should have just run mm 
the congrewwonal campaign The same for Boy 
Morales. We made mestakes mm that. Had Dante or Boy 
run on Tarlac. then a would have been an interesting race 


with Peping ( opuangoo 


it was alee mentioned in your avseevement thal you may 
have overestimated the level of consciousness of the 
people. that they may not be prepared for New Potitics. 


Ves, that's nght. Actually. we overestimated our strength 
and underestimated the state's capability and readiness 
to terest the rules om its favor We underestimated the 
hold of the traditronal politicians on the clectoral pro- 
cess. We also overestimated the people's understanding 








PHIEIPPINES 


of the relaonship of the parhamenie™ strugg’* to the 
overall struggle There were many among our organized 
forces who simply didn't sce the connection between the 
electoral and the overall struggic They know and are 
very good at, mass struggics But they didn't sce the need 
for clectoral struggic. and how ut 1s also related to mass 


Mruggics 


Many of our organized forces didn't vote. When asked 
why they did not vote they sand. “Well, nothing will 
happen in the Congress anyway Didn't you yourselves 
tell ws that™ (Laughs) Then they also got used to 
hovootting clectroms 


© me of our forces told us that all they really capected 
from the election campaign was the opportunity to carn 
some casy moncy Onc peasant apologized for accepting 
a bribe from a tradsmvonal candidate He sand the two 
sacks of noe he recerved was cnough to last hes famuly for 
two months. Anyway. he sand. he and hes family were 
already on the side of the progressive movement ~ Adam 
nyo namang sa nyo na kam hampi. ¢.” sab: sa amen 


(Laughs) 


The organizers in the communrties actually failed to 
explam the onentation im the clections. They failed to 
expla to the masses the significance of the clectoral 
struggle. Or, maybe. the organizers themscives didn't 
understand the onentation 


Did the elections allow vou to gauge the base of the 
progressive Movement” 


My estemate 1s that the 20 percent jof regrstered voters] 
was ar accurate figure Hoend: lang na-<consolidate [It pust 
hasn't been consolidated | 


De you think there «as « significant change in the 
comsciowsness of the people in viewing elections” Despite 
the results of the elections, do you think New Politics eas 
semehes intraduced to the popular cons rousmess’ 


Well, a seems New Politics = sil! not clear to the 
mayorty Of course, we have to take into consuderaton 
the traditional politicians who still have a strong influ- 
ence on the clectoral processes. But the mai factor, | 
thenk. os that we ourselves were not able to caplain New 
Politics even to the organized forces 


Because of internal differences in interpreting New Poli 
ties’ 


No. not jst that. There was the problem of shills mm 
launching an clectoral campaign Hind: pa talaga kam 
sanay. [Ind-ed. we don't have enough caperence yet | 
We weren't abic to transform the mass hase into votes 
We weren't able to transform the mass organizations 
mo aa effective clectoral machinery 
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But of 1% not mght to conclude that New Politics 1 not 
viable on the Phaleppines. There were arcas wherein the 
people responded favorably to New Politics There ecre 
arcas where they saw the sagnificance of wenning a scat in 


( ongress 


The capercence om Samar was beautefel, Here Ben Car- 
duce won with much support from the people The 
people accepted bribe moncy from the tradsmonal can- 
Gidates Dut gave of to the campaign machinery of Crar- 
duce. They really came out to ensure a clean clection 
Organized people power neutralized terrormnsm. The or- 
entation was very clear to everybodys. They were oul to 
«in 


In the andclana campaign in North ( otahato. the most 
cflective #. pon agains terrormm was the support of 
church people who closely monitored the conduct of the 
clectioms They saed that on less than si hours cach act of 
terrorism was broadcast over the radi 


How are Carduce and Andolana doing in ( ongress’ 


The ‘re doug well, They are Seong projpected and are 
heipong draft pro*people tills Whe the one on land 
reform. Can you smagine if there are 20 of 25 PNB 
congressmen” They would have made a greater impact 
(sarduce and Andolana are only two. but they ect the 
supper! of other progressive representatives 


This must strengthen the view that vou should have 
concentrated on “inning seats in ( ongress 


Yes, that’s right 
De vou plan to participate in the local elections’ 
(oh. ves. We are definitely preparing for 4 


Where do you exyect to be strongest” 


Well. that’s another lesson ec learned m the lat clec- 
thom We dont want to wentity the arcas where we 
expect to um. We want to make ot harder for the C14 and 
the other forces to prnpornt the places where they will do 
thew dirty work. (Laughs } 


(Wty > 


Senator Mercade on Switch to LP, Party Work, 
National Situation 

404d Quecon City NATIONAL MIDUEEA om 
Enel 16 De ‘pp iA 


[interview with Cirly Mercado by Jose F Lacahba “From 
KM to LP”. passages om rales and boldface a pub 
lnshed | 


[Text] for a lone heme he was Anown as Orly VMerond 
woeeadasvicr, and corn fom 
Chlands 4 Ver wad 


nen ie al the flom 
venation and majority flaw wader of 
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the Phalippone Sereat i aifwll tor most poophe 
fink of heen as anvone offer than Orly wntil recently ih 
gus abe wild Pepwdent fantasia im tien 
cals one-time anchor tor the aedely aoclammed Radvo 
Patrol. and current bow of tao T) programs—a maga 
snesthow. 6 Moenutes Plas. and fr o 
running publi swerve 11 program. Kapea Ko. Mahal 
Ko 


hehe, ed 


wniry Leds 4 


rend: in medea romomber Orly at a hard-drimaine 
Sinatra ungineg habutuc of the National Press C lah) feat os 
the univeraty crcl fe 1 ale Anon as a profeseorta 
lecturer —an a ademuian as Orly himeclt puts — 
ont teaded the communmation arts department of 
Varvind! (ahe and athe «authored a4 etdely dis 
‘ uited pauper om .witure’ (POL TMT aI S OMT IM Philippur fale 
tiem 


lhe politanan in O-ly eurtaced when he ra for th Pure 
Regular Ratasane Pambansa in 1984 he topped the pm 

mn Quecon City, leading 4° other candidates hy an unpre 
cdented marcin Uhen he nuned the Sonale rae lad 
War. he come mm as tepnotcher in Metro Manila and 
surrounding prainces and third-placer in the national 
omen! 


Son of a pullin bead teacher child of the Pacw dumm 
Orly worked tis way through colleee: Cventuall) carning 
an AB im politcal sooner and an VA im commune 
rom from the U miveruty of the Philippines While sell an 
undereraduate. he landed 4 poh as a dim wake af rad 

wanton: DZAAN and D/RB—thwt cot Anked out not lone 


after bec auw he had voreaniced a trade unum 


Orly was then a momber of the Aahataane Vatahavan 
the radwal vouth organization that was sicgalicoed and 
driven undererowund 4 the martial law regime fa Orly + 
ome in the oud Sictes. A— 
muliitants was hosting annual Clore VW Rete dinners 
where luminaries Gah as Senater Lorenco VW lanada 
aemld diwoure on wees cack as CS mulitany hase. oF the 
wearin teetnem Mut that avexvatoo) with the AM would 
tovever haunt Orly After the delaralion of martial law he 
was detained tor nine and a Salt month: in Fort Bonvla 
co. and when tue Preudent Salvador “Dew Lawe 
recently came up eth his Wet arthyate tit of Reds in 
government the name of Orly Wer ado—then the so ond 
highed offical in UNIT (lated National Dem 
cvatn Organisation) Laurels oan politwal party—te 
wrod prominent! 


The Laurel lawndry list eventual!) led to Orly \ bread arth 
(7D) 4 the Heme of the water 8 Geter tio fe 
Senate Preudent Joito Salonga + Liberal Party was ver 
mah on the mows. @ fact that Orly was to note — a for 
of wony Ta the Senate. 1m proud te sav that I rand third 
m tere of the summber of ball filed ~~ be told the Dass 
Inquirer's Ruby tillannence «But 1 dow) thomk my hells 
haw heen given as eh attention hy media as my parts 
tran ter 
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What made soe move over to the | iheral Party’ Did the 
| aure! best have something to do «ith thr’ 


Partly I've seen with the 1 S1D0) for some terme. largely 
because of the fact that « was the umbrelia orgamsatron 
of the politwal partes and groups During the 1484 
clectvoms, thes group was the one #hech gave me the fret 
opportunity to run. etach supperied me And I ve beer 
thanaful tor that. In fact. [ve been supportive of the 
UNID® all throughout. When everybody cise had left. | 
remamned. | stayed on largely because at that tome I did 
not have any deep policy disagreements wth Doy— 
although. as the years went by. | fcit a little confused pow 
watching him change from onc position to another But 
I kept my peace. beleving that there as no pressing 
need to change political parties 


But Dovy's statement, for crampilc. that he's willene to be 
the successor, or that he's willing to act as president just 
im Case a Coup dctal succeeds, 6 something | cannot 
condone. or can | condone hes wrich-hunting hes 
Mic€ arthyrst stance. using a list of information which he 
knew was of very little consequence. In fact. he never 
tolé me anythong about hes Inst. During the commuettc: 
hearmngs. he pust took me aside and told me. “There 
something about you im thr NIC A lest, but o's notheng 
sold. et cetera. And yet he was willing to sacrifice the 
careers and even endanger the lives of people to further 
hes ambution. Thes 1s when | felt that | had serious policy 
dusagreements with him and | could no longer follow 
him 


Also. you know. Doy's leadership 1s sill wnuperwonal. He 
has made statements and taken postions which propect 
the UNIDO). but there were no consultations arth th: 
leadersiup I'm supposed to be the Number Two man— 
the executive sice-presdent of | NIDO-—but when eas 
the last tome we met’ Long before the scnarorial clec 
Theres 


Why did vou choose the Liberal Party’ 


As the Senate majority Moor leader Ive been workong 
very closely with Senate Present Salonga. and he 
extended the mvitation to me to porn the Leberal Party 
even before thes tit came along | read the program of 
government of the Liberal Party. and i m om agreement 
with ts contents, and | hrke the leaderstup atyle of the 


senatc president 


What ts it about the LP program and the leadership ty be 
of Senator Salonga that you like’ 


Jovy 1s one who consults. It's nat a matter of dectatron on 
hes part. And I respect hes inteticctual gifts. He's a man of 
perceptron. He may be lacking mm Sambovance—but 
sometimes flambovance (/awehs) can be very destractong 
as far as leadership 1s concerned Fortunarcly our styles 
complement cach other 


Vow provide the lamboy ance ' 





PHILIPPINES 


(Laughs 1 hope o's not the flamboyance only that I give 
Im a very energetac person. I push a jot. I'm a workaho- 
nc, | want to do thengs as fast as possic. Jovy ms more 
éelvberate He sees thongs that | don 1. be has peroeplons 
that | may not have. because of hes caperence And ! 
then’ that Mlends relatively ecll eth my ompatecnce 


\ad «hat about the Liberal Party program’ 


What I bic about 1 a cortam amount of cclecticrsm 
While « recogmires a free market cconomy. 1 docs not 
close its eyes to the necessity of social programs that arc 
planned centrally by the government. In other words, 
18 a program where the Lrbeval Party 1 positioned mm truc 
commitment to social pustice and social reform 


Was this the program drafted during the martial las 
regime" 


yes. ves. Towards the end of martial law 


This is the program that takes a strong position on 
natronalist issacs” 


Yos. rodeed I find mveclf more m conformity with the 
natonalst stance of the LP than with what | NIDO 
clams to be ts natronalrst posture 


But | meticed that during the cam,»aiga you tended to averd 
taking a clearcut position on these astrenalist reeues. 


No. t ween'l really that, We were 24 candidates. Nor- 
mally we were given three minutes cach, and there 
wemply was no tim with three-minute speeches except to 
mntraduce yoursell: What ! sought to proyect was the fact 
that I'm pro-Filypeno. pro-poor. pro-masa 


| remember you as a Clare VM. Recto devotee. And vou 
sere a Kabataang Makabayan member 


The funny thong about i 1s that, now that they're made, 
the | NID) os claeneng that the reason I've defected s 
because of my polriecal background And they re rakeng 
up the Kabataang Makahayan thing. which os 20 years 
old actually 


But your being 2 AM was more oF lees an open secret, 
wasnt it’ It was something you never-—— 


| newer dened i 
When you joined L NIDO they hace your background’ 


Yes. In fact, during the campaign mm 1984 and mm 19871 
prowdly proclanmed that when | was a student, | was a 
student leader And that | spent tine also on a detentvon 
camp charged with subverwon What appeared there. on 
Dov s leet, eas mentroned also m our trials. and that 
charge had been dropped already It's a moribund msuc 


Vou sent through « trial during martial law’ 
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Yes Mulsttary Commission No. 6. In the case of Luzvi- 
mindo David et ai. | was one of 53 in that particular case. 
1 was droppec from the charges. 


How long were you detained? 


Nine and a half months. It hasn't affected my political 
career. | was elected to the Senate overwhelmingly. 
Sometimes the fear in my mind 1s, I think, a fear shared 
by many victims of muslabelling. People who are not 
reasoning anymore—ultra-Right groups. for example— 
will just say. “Let's teach these leftists a lesson, let's start 
shooting some of them and Iet’s start with a senator.” 
You know, I might just be there. available as a sample. If 
that ever happens—and | hope it doesn’t happen—my 
blood will be on the heads of those who have, unwittingly 
Or wittingly. set me up for the kill. Many others are 
stumilarly situated. Their lives will be truly in danger as a 
result of this witch-hunting in which not only careers, but 
lives, are yeopardized. And the recent spate of assussina- 
tion attempts rs not at all encouraging. It's disconcerting. 


How do you feel about this development? 


I'm very fatalistic about it. | entered public service, | lead 
a public life—I take the consequences. If I have to go, ! 
have to go. | just have to keep my attitude thal way. or 
else 1 will be immobilized by fear, and I will not be 
effective 


Do you think this labelling will lessen your effectivity as a 
political figure? 


Politically it has not affected me really. | dont think 
many people perceive me as really leftist, or nghtisi. My 
feeling ts that I'm perceived more as a moderate with, 
hopefully, some nationalist inchnations—I hope I'm 
perceived as that. Later on my votes in the Senate will 
show that. At the moment there are very few opportuni- 
ties to show it. 


Your position is going to be significant especially as 1992 
approaches—with the expiration of the bases agreement. 
And even before that, there's the renegotiation of the 


agreement 


Yes. But I refuse to be boxed in and categorized simply. 
Because there are dangers in being boxed in. You lose 
your flexibility. You have to remember that when you 
are elected senator. you're elected by the entire country. 
I want people to hse access to me, so that I get their 
feedback. so that | can help. The problem when you 
begin to be reduced to a simple label 1s that this blocks 
off access. Certain groups will feel, “Oh, 1 don't identify 
with your position.” so they will not talk to you. And I 
think that isn't good for a person who really wants to 
listen. | have my own personal beliefs, but you have to 
listen also to what the people say. Politics 1s not only 
compromise, it's sensitivity to the changing attitudes 
and perceptions of your constituents. 


PHILIPPINES 


Let me ask you about your work in the Senate. Parder my 
ignorance, but what exactly is the work of the majority 
floor leader? 


Well, the majority floor Icader 1s actually in charge of the 
conduct of the business of the Senate. in the sense that 
he’s chairman of the commutice on rules, which 15 the 
mother committee. | prepare the agenda, I see to 11 that 
the floor discussions are smooth, | schedule those who 
wish to take advantage of the privilege hour. If there are 
any problems, I'm supposed to help build consensus. I'm 
supposed to provide parliamentary remedies to certain 
Situations. so the job requires a certain amount of 
familiarity with the rules and parliamentary procedures 


How did you get the job? 


Not because of my expertise in parhamentary proce- 
dures and knowledge of the rules. (Laughs.) In fact, the 
position was really overwhelming. considering that th: 
people who preceded me were Senators Cipriano Prim:- 
cas and Arturo Tolentino—-both legal minds and good 
parliamentarians. 


And you're not a lawyer. 


I'm not a lawyer. and neither am | a parliamentarian 
But it was by an accident of fate that the job dropped to 
me. Sometimes, even if you're not fully prepared for a 
position, you get it if you're the least controversial. | sec 
myself as the compromise choice. But while there were 
apprehensions in the beginning about how | was going to 
cope, | think I've passed these first 90 days. I have not 
heard anyone—neither the reporters covering the Sen- 
ate, nor anyone of my peers—say that | was not up to the 
job. | crammed. | worked hard. 


So you had a crash course in parliamentary procedures? 
And in statutory consiruction. 
What's statutory construction? 


How bills are made. | had had some experience in this in 
the Batasan, limited as 11 was—about a vear and a half 
before we were abolished. At least that gave me a certain 
amount of familiarity with the work. But now I'm fairly 
comfortable. | know the direction of the discussion. | 
know exactly where the discussion should go. It's very 
rare that | have surprises 


As majority Noor leader, can you take part in the debate? 


Yes. But normally, since I'm already a very visible 
person in the Senaic. only after everybody else has 
spoken and participated do | come in. 


You don't interpellate’ 
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I do interpellate, although that makes me feel lke an 
emcee, an anchorperson, participating as one of the 
panelists as well. You can do that every now and then. 
but it has to be done sparingly. and you'll have to take 
the interest of 22 other persons into consideration. who 
may want to use the time also. 


In effect you're carrying over your television emcecing to 
the Senate. 


(Laughs.) It's a little more comp!ex than that. 


Right now, what are the pressing things the Senate will be 
attending to? 


From now tll Christmas, our objective is to finish the 
CARP. the land reform bill. The budget 1s something we 
have to finish also by December. 


How do you feel about the chances of CARP? 


My gut feeling ts that there will be a lot of compromises. 
but we would like to hope that in the final analysis what 
we would have would be something that would benefit 
mostly the tenant farmers more than any other group. 


My own gut feeling is that you're in a kind of a no-win 
situation there, because whatever you come up with, 
there's one powerful group that will be unhappy with the 
results. You say that it should make farmers happy. Well, 
the landlords are not going to be happy. 


But this is the nature of statecraft—the ability to balance 
the various interests and forces. 


How do you feel about the political situation as a whole’ 
The threats of coups, the escalation of violence... 


It's very unsettling. We're living in very, very difficult 
times. We're like a vehicle that moves and lurches and 
stops. It's not a smooth ride. The various forces that are 
trying to exert pressure are very strong and very contra- 
dictory. An armed struggle against a constitutional gov- 
ernment, and a military pressure from the Right—the 
forces that are buffeting us are just too much to think of. 
You know, | personally don't make specific political 
plans. I can't even see myself long-range. I'm just happy 
I got here, but beyond this I leave it all up to my maker. 


What are the prospects for this government, given the 
forces that you say are buffeting it? 


Well, I'm not good at scenarios, but I've always been a 
cockeyed optimist. Even when things were really very 
bad during the Marcos regime, and some of our friends 
were leaving for the United States, | still had a sense of 
optimism and | was telling myself, “No, things will turn 
out well somehow,” and they did. And that has bolstered 
my bias towards this administration. 
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And you're also optimistic about the national situation 
now?’ 


Yes. There are other nations that have gone through such 
change. Thailand took three years after the students 
helped lead a rebellhon—three years of great instability — 
before things stabilized 


Three years. That means we still have more than a year to 
go. 


(Laughs.) | hope it's shorter. Sometimes | wish I lived in 
a more peaceful time, but....Let it be, that’s the way 11 1s. 


As the Chinese curse goes: May you live in interesting 
times. 


(Laughs. ) Well, | guess we're cursed to live in interesting 
tumes. We are not lacking in excitement, bul sometimes 
I wish we had less excitement and more stability. But 
what concerns me 1s how fast we can move to help those 
who are really marginalized. I'm not talking in terms of 
just fighting the insurgency or whatever. I'm talking 
about health. I'm talking about medical services... 


The things you could do in a small way in Aapwa Av. 
Mahal Ko 


Yah. well....1 don’t know. Policy making 1s one area 
where you don't see at once the fruits of whatever you 
do. Sometimes, people tell me, “What you should have 
done 1s you should have been a mayor.” 


W hich was one of your original plans, wasn't it—to cun for 
mayor of Quezon City? 


It seems that my control over my political future * 
relatively little, and that somebody else 1s maybe steering 
me | don’t know where, and I'm in for the nde—I hope 
not in a bad sense. 


Immediately after February, a lot of people felt you should 
have been in the cabinet, but you didn't get a cabinet 
position. 


Well, these things just happen to me. And then before | 
knew it, | was in Luneta. And before | knew it, | was 
planning for Quezon City. 


Didn't you feel slighted? You didn't get a ministry, you got 
a park. 


You know, I have not really lusted for public office. I 
have not been from the very beginning a politician. | was 
happy in media. There was a certain amovnt of fulfill- 
ment in what | was doing, and I had a life of relative ease. 
At the same time | was not a bystander but an active part 
in the nation’s growth. Moving into politics puts you into 
the vortex of things. I'm no longer the one announcing 
things. but I'm there at the other end of the microphone. 
But maybe because | didn’t realiy hunger for office that 
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much, I was able to cope. If I miss this apporntment, will, 
I feel slighted. but what the heck. 1 can go back to my 
work in television. As a matter of fact, | still do work on 
television. I refuse to cut off my ties completely with 
media. 


Including Pepsodent” 


Ah, that I gave up. I had to. That was basically a 
commercial arrangement. Let's put n frankly: 1 was a 
source of income. We have to live. Some people are 
tailors. I'm an announcer. Some people are doctors, I'm 
a broadcaster. And part of being a broadcaster involves 
endorsement of particular products. But I've already 
given that up. I felt, one, that it was not senatorial, two. 
in my position, | think it does not fit very well. 


Speaking of media, how do you feel about recent restric- 
tions on media? You heard about what happened at 
Channel 13—an interview with Gringo Honasan was 
suppressed? 


Ernie Maceda delivered a speech on this. My position 
has been clear. My position has been the same as my 
position when the question of DZME came up. | felt that 
as long as there's a balance in the presentation, we have 
no business introducing prior restraint in broadcast. We 
may feel that these things should not be aired because of 
the security threats. But there are laws that can protect 
the state—inciting to sedition, inciting to rebellion— 
laws that can be used against a broadcaster and make 
him do his job. And I think a responsible broadcaster 
who will think of his own credibility will balance his 
presentation. But stopping broadcasts in such a blatant 
manner does not do any good. In the case of DZME. | 
said, that’s like killing a fly with a cannon. It's a reaction 
that 1s not in proportion to the alleged crime. I have been 
brutalized by these commentators. But I'm telling you. 
you can check the ratings—these people hardly have 
listeners. And you're only going to give them attention. 
The same goes for Gringo Honasan. | aired Gringo 
Honasan’s interview on 60 Minutes Plus. The full inter- 
view. 


And you were on the panel of | iewpoint after its own 
Honasan interview. 


I was on the panel of Dong Puno [i tewpoint’s host}. Of 
course, my complaint is that he put us on towards 
midnight, after one hour and a half of Gringo’s perora- 
tion. He should have divided that particular program 
and got our reaction after each segment. so that the 
program would have been balanced. 


But you don't advocate closing down Dong Puno's show? 


Oh, no. My God! You know, I lost a job, | was charged in 
court, | have been taken off the air a few times. | am not 
inclined to do that to these people just because the shoe 
‘$ on the other foot. I don’t think that's proper. 
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What does the Senate intend to do about the media 
situation’ 


Well, they filed a motion, ut will be investigated by the 
commitice on the mass media. Actually, all we can do 1s 
investigate in aid of legrslation. With the separation of 
powers between the executive and the legislative and the 
judiciary, we're not a bedy to prosecute. 


Are we moving toward a situation where the so-called 
democratic space is becoming constricted? 


Are we, in the scenano of George Orwell in Animal 
Farm, becoming the pigs who are now walking on their 
hind legs’? As a media man. | will always have to defend 
this freedom which I hold so dearly, because we have 
suffered for 1. and we fought for 1 even in the time when 
the light was flickering and we did what we could. | do 
not necessarily follow the administration line, especially 
as regards this particular issue. Johnny Enrile was smil- 
ing earlier, because | interpellated Maceda after he did. 
and he was saying. “The majority floor leader seems to 
agree with me now.” 


Sana sinabi mo, /ic 1s the one agrecing with you now. 


(Laughs.) He did mention the fact that they were not 
hypocritical about i before. But | said they controlled 
media in more ways than one, even after the so-called 
lifted martial law. 


Let's change the subject. You said earlier you don't have 
any long-range plans. Not even running for mayor of 
Quezon City, or president of the Philippines? 


President of the parent-teacher’s association, maybe. But 
look at it this way. | am reminded of the statement—I 
think it came from Ninoy—that vou can run for the 
Senate, but after that, well, other forces come into play. 
And sometimes somebody up there determines who's 
going to be president. The other thing 1s that I have time 
on my hands. At 41, I have the luxury of time. I can wait 
20 years, so what's the hurry’ Of course, | don’t intend to 
wait 20 years, if at all. (Laughs) 


Since you don't have any long-range plans, what do you 
have? What are your immediate plans’ 


Well, my immediate plan 1s to move around, campaign 
for local candidates. 


Are you supporting a candidate in Quezon City? 
Yes. | will be campaigning all over the country. | will 


select areas, of course, where | feel | will have a little 
influence. 


Do you want to announce who you want to support in 
Quezon City? 
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No. We have not made up our minds. actually. But Pll be 
there 


Do you see yourself as a kingmaker’ 


1 think I've been overrated im terms of my influcace to 
convince people to vote 


In the congressional elections, didn't your influence work 
for the candidates you supported? 


| hardly campaigned for any candidatc 4 Not even for 
that Kapwa Ko. Mahal Ko doctor who ran for congress- 
man” 

He belonged to another party. | had to fellow party 
discipline 


In which case, in the coming local elections, you'll be 
supporting Liberal Party candidates’ 


I believe in party discipline. | can’t campaign openly for 
one candidate and surreptitiously support another. | 
think what I've learned about politics — nd this ts one 
thing I've learned from the uid man. Pepito Laurel. the 
former speaker—I heard him say this once and | never 
forgot U⸗ “Yong sinasahi mo nang harapan., dapat ‘yon 
din ang sinasabi mo nang talikuran.” | think he followed 
that kind of a statement. and I respect him for that 
That's one Laurel | admire 


Are you implying that there are Laurels you don't admire’ 
(Laughs.) Tcsoy 1s also independent-minded 


09599 


Balweg’s Brother on Evolvin~ NPA Hardline 
Against CPLA 

42000086a Quezon City NATIONAL MIDWEEK in 
English 7 Oct 87 pp 3-8 


[Interview by Cordillera News and Features with Joven- 
cio Balweg “Brother Against Brother”. italics and bold- 
face as printed] 


[Text] A week before the showing of the movie Balweg, 
the nation was shocked by headlines announcing the 
ambush of Conrado Balweg’s convoy along the Abra- 
Kalinga Road in Licuan, Abra. Speculations as to who 
perpetrated the ambush had filled the papers before the 
New People’s Army finally released a statement claiming 
responsibility for the ambush. A few days later. a 
MANILA CHRONICLE reporter talked with Conrado 
Balweg of the Cordillera People’s Liberation Army 
(CPLA), who accused the NPA of being the ‘new 
fascists. — 
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( ordillera News and teatures decided to vel the other side 
of the story and was fortunate to ect in touch with the Abra 
Operational Command of the NPA Last August 1! 
Jowencie Balwee, alias ha Rudy. eave the NPAS version 
of the controversial ambush 


Can you give the details of the Licuan ambush of June 21° 


First. let me explain that the Abra-Kalinga Road where 
the ambush took place has been the site of many NPA- 
AFP clashes on the past. as thes road 1s very strategic. It 
serves as the supply line of the military for its unit in 
north-east Abra. It 1s therefore not surprising that the 
NPA assigned there was positioned for an ambush that 
day. The NPA unit was awaiting the arrival of a military 
convoy, but the CPLA passed first. There was no way for 
our comrades to differentiate the CPLA from the AFP. 
especially since their vehicle resembled military vehicles 
Let me stress that the targets of that ambush were those 
in fatigue uniforms and with long firearms inside the 
first vehicle. Contrary to Conrado’s claim that we fired 
upon the second vehicle, we did no such thing as there 
were civilians on that vehicle 


Does that mean that there was no actual plan to ambush 
the CPLA? 


The policy towards the CPLA was maarmum tolerance. 
We were not to attack unless they attacked us first 


Conrado accused the CPP’s central committee of giving its 
blessing to the ambush. Is there any truth to this? 


How could the CC [central committee] have given its 
blessing when even those of us here in Abra did not know 
anything about it” Only after the event did we gct the full 
report 


Is it true then that before the June 21 event the CPLA and 
the NPA were tactical allies’ 


Even before the ambush it was already clear to us here in 
Abra that the CPLA was nothing but a counter-revolu- 
tronary force. As such, they could never be our allies. We 
forwarded several suggestions with regard to the policy 
on the CPLA, because we could no longer be satisfied 
with our active defense policy 


What are the immediate effects of the ambush? 


Right after the ambush. we called a meeting of all NPA 
units here in Abra and invited the masses to attend. We 
wanted to get their feedback. Among the rank and file of 
the NPA, the event served as a morale booster, and 
among the masses there was a general consensus that the 
CPLA was to blame. It was clear to us all that sooner or 
later something like this was bound to happen. The 
masses blamed the CPLA for being overconfident about 
being “the only armed force” in the Cordillera. In the 
past. they coordinated with the NPA when they made 
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trips into NPA-controlled areas, but this time they just 
arnved. Had they sent word ahead of time. maybe 
nothing would have happened 


Is there any possibility of tribal wars erupting because of 
the event? 


Here in Abra. we see no such possibility because the 
tribal leaders see no tribe to blame. The masses already 
know that this 1s between the NPA and the CPLA 


Is this an indication that the CPLA has actually no mass 
base in the Cordillera’ 


It ss understandable that there would be different per- 
ceptions regarding this event because of the undue media 
exposure of the CPLA. They have been projected as the 
only political force mn the region, but in actuality this 1s 
not the case. Para sa amin. sa kanila na lang ang media, 
$a amin anman ang masa 


Bruno Ortega accused the NPA of mutilating the dead 
CPLA members. 


| was surprised that Bruno would make a statement like 
that when he knows very well the policy of the NPA. In 
theory and in practice | know that they know we did no 
such thing. In the Licuan ambush, 1 might have been 
possible that at least one of the dead lost his fingers 
because bullets do not choose the part of the body to 
enter. We were able to get one M-16 with a destroyed 
trigger, which might be what Bruno ts talking about 
Such occurrences are normal in any war 


Personally do you have any regrets over what happened? 


l expected something like this to happen a long time ago 
When Conrado and I had our talk in Kalinga and he told 
me not to wait for his return to the organization, | 
prepared myself for this eventuality. | think it 1s natural 
that the situation reached this stage because they have 
always stressed that in order for the CPLA to survive, the 
NPA has to be wiped out. [t still hurts me to think that 
our former comrades, and especially my brother, should 
turn out to be our enemies. But, when it comes to 
standing up for one’s principles and serving the people. 
then personal regrets have no place. In advancing the 
people's interests there should never be cause for regrets. 


Is it true that the CPP-NPA is already disintegrating in 
the Cordillera’ 


It 1s very natural for a propagandist like Conrado to try 
to discredit ch organization. | keep track of his press 
releases, and in all of them he continually stresses that 
the CPP-NPA is already a nonentity. | think readers who 
analyze his statements would find the inconsistency in 
his thinking. 


1s 
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Ihe CPLA has also constantly stressed that you do not 
respect the indigenous culture: that, im fact, “kayo ay 
nambabastes ng kultura.” [“vow are vulgarizing the 
culture.” ] 


It might be best for you to get the opinion of the masses 
on that because they are the ones who were able to 
cxapernence our ways of dealing with the indigenous 
culture. | beleve the CPLA ts only useng this accusation 
10 justify 1s wrong analysis of Cordillera society. They 
wish to impose on the whole region the bodong as the 
sysiem of government, when even the masses disagree 
with it 


President Aquino has just signed an executive order 
creating the Cordillera Autonomous Region. What can 
you say about this’ 


The CAR is only a way to accommodate the CPLA into 
the political machinery of the rulong elite. This 1s only to 
appease Conrado and his cohorts. The Cordillera people 
should not be led into thinking that this executive order 
will provide the answers to their demands for 
self determination 


But through the CPLA, numerous development projects 
have been planned and approved for the Cordillera. Do 
you object to this’ 


Admittedly they have many projects costing millions of 
pesos which will help the people in some ways, but this 1s 
not the type of development that 1s needed here. The 
people do not learn self-rehance this way. The CPP- 
NPA, on the other hand, since ut started operating here. 
has been conscious of the need to alleviate the living 
conditions of the masses through self-reliant socio-cco- 
nomic proyects. These projects may be small-scale when 
c.npared to that of the other groups, but they are 
responsive to the people's need to develop in self- 
rehance. We need not publicize these projects, it 1s 
enough for us to know that these really serve the people 


Hiow do you view the present government? 


This present regime 1s nothing but a continuation of the 
US-Marcos dictatorship with some refinements. Its pol- 
cies towards the basic issucs have not changed, and 
still follows the dictates of the U.S. Here im the Cordil- 
lera the issue of oppression has not changed: even the 
degree of militarization has not been lessened. 


Do you regard the CPLA as part of the LIC or low 
intensity conflict program? 


While we may not have documents to prove that the 
CPLA was formed as part of the LIC scheme. their 
present actions prove that they are part of a bigger plan 
to divide the Cordillera people and divert them from the 
revolutionary path 





JPRS-SE A-88-009 
24 February 1988 


Does the CPLA join in military operations against the 
NPA? 


Before the Licuan ambush. they did not openly partici- 
pate in military operations but they shared the same 
detachments and we believe that indirectly they partici: 
pated in planning ambushes. After the Licuan ambush. 
the CPLA has openly joined the AFP. Maybe in retalia- 
tion for that ambush, they recently launched a five-day 
military action. Unfortunately for them, three CPLA 
members and two PC soldiers died, while the revolution- 
ary forces suffered no casualties. This was in Duldulao. 


Has your policy towards the CPLA changed? 


With the recent developments, our policy necessarily 
changes. It has been proven many times that the leaders 
of the CPLA cannot be persuaded to desist from destroy- 
ing the revolutionary movement and we won't wait for a 
comrade to die first before taking any action. The 
situation 1s so much so that armed confroriation can no 
longer be avoided. This 1s why we ask those in the CPLA 
who are sincere in serving the Cordillera people's inter- 
est to study and analyze the Cordillera situation. In 
assessing the present situation and understanding the 
past, the correct political line can be obtained. 


Is there any possibility that the NPA will accept CPLA 
membersf who desire to return to the organization? 


What is important at this stage 1s for them to rectify and 
to realize the correct line. We believe that rectification 
can never be too late. Will we take them back” That can 
be studied in the future. 


Is there anything else you would like to add? 


We call upon the people to recognize the correct line and 
to stand by it. While we might have been confused by 
forces out to destroy our unity, we should be more 
resolute in safeguarding our gains. While the Licuan 
ambush might have caused grief to some families, we call 
upon each and everyone to be reasonable and not let our 
emotions rule our actions. As for the media, we ask you 
not to become willing tools of forces out to protect their 
self-interests. Investigate all sides before publishing your 
stories. 


Does that mean you will be more accessible to media 
people? 


We will appreciate it very much if members of the media 
take time to visit us, as this will enable us to be heard 
also. However, schedules will have to be arranged to take 
into consideration the security of those coming to visit 
and those to be visited. 


/12913 
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Reportage on ‘Fabricated’ Case Against Clergy 


Local, Foreign Support for Defendants 
42000085 Cotahato THE MINDANAO CROSS in 
English 26 Sep 87 pp 1. 12 


[By Edwin P. Salveron Correspondent] 


[Text] KIDAPAWAN, Cotabato—All records and infor- 
mation pertaining to the case of serious illegal detention 
with rape filed against three priests, two nuns and six 
church lay leaders were turned over to Provincial Fiscal 
Aquiles Narajos. circunt trial court Judge Elena B. de 
Leon of the Makilala and Tulunan said this week. 


Earlier defense counsel Atty. Solema Jubilan and Atty. 
Orlando Dano had petitioned the Makilala-Tulunan 
circuit trial court pudge to remand the records of the case, 
docketed as Criminal Case No. 3017. to the office of the 
provincial fiscal. 


Following this, the nine accused under the custody of the 
Makilala Integrated National Police were turned ov<i to 
the custody of the provincial warden of Cotabato. But 
they will remain detained at the Makilala ABC Hall. 


To dramatize the case, the anti-church groups are 
demanding that the accused be detained at the Amas 
provincial jail. 


It was explained, however, that their detention at the 
ABC Hall had been agreed upon the counsel of the 
accused and the high provincial government officials 
having jurisdiction over the provincial jail. 


It has not been known whether the prosecution had been 
consulted by the jail officials and the defense counsel. 


ACCUSED 


The accused detained are Fr. Peter Anthony Geremia, 
PIME, Fr. Juan Colago, DCK: Sister Barbara Soribio, 
OP Sister Arsenia Villegas, O.P., Charlyn Nim, Pedro 
Tabingo, Haydee Espece, Carlos Precioso and Milagros 
Precioso. 


The accused not arrested: Fr. Luciano Ghezzi, PIME. 


who 1s in Italy, and Fatema Lazarte, who 1s in San Pedro, 
Laguna. 


SUPPORT 


Support and sympathy for the accused have been pour- 
ing in from the Diocese of Kidapawan and other dioceses 
nationwide. Statements of support from abroad have 
Started coming in, a report said. 
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4 caravan of support, scheduled for last Wednesday. was 
held last Thursday. The caravan came from the Archd)- 
ocese of Cotabato— otabato City, Parang. Maguinda- 
nao. Kabacan. Tacurong. and Pigcawayan—to hold a 
prayer rally in front of the ABC Hall 


All the accused thanked the thousands of trends of the 
church whe visited them to share material things and 
comf:.. -xe detainee said 


FABR*: ctw 


A church leader here. who had asked anonymity. said he 
was echoing the sentument of many in the Church who 
beleve that the charges had been fabricated to harass the 
Church and the prests and the nuns. 


He said that the anti-church people have nothing to gain 
from this case. Instead, he believed, the case has made 
the Church stronger as shown by the tremendous spon- 
taneous response of the lay people in sympathy and 
support of the accused. 


PROSECUTOR 


The Department of Justice sent here last Tuesday State 
Prosecutor Alexis Canonizado to study the case 


However, Thursday morning. Canonizado. before 
enplaning for Manila, was reported to have imbibited 
himself from the case. 


Canonzado grow up in Miang, studied at Notre Dame 
High School there and finished A.B. at Notre Dame 
University. He comes from a family of Church workers. 
His brother, Fr. Joel Canonizado. O.M.1.. 1s the parish 
priest of Pikit. 


Meanwhile, 1t was reported that all the detainees are we!! 
except for Charlyn Nim. secretary of Tulunan Parish 
(Church, who gave birth to a baby boy just a month ago 


Case Alarms Justice Secretary 
42000085 Cotahato THE MINDANAO CROSS in 
Enelish 19 Sep 87 pp 1, 10 


[Text] “sides welding together religious groups. jay 
people, and bishops from different Diocese in the coun- 
try, the “kidnapping and serious illegal detention with 
rape” case filed against three priests, two nuns and six 
laymen and laywomen in Kidapawan, Cotabato has 
alarmed Justice Secretary Sedfrey Ordonez. 


Interviewed by long-distance telephone over Stations 
DXMS and DXND yesterday morning, Secretary Ordonez 
said he was “disturbed” over the kidnap and rape charges 
against the priests, nuns and other church workers. 


He cautioned the investigating fiscal, the court, and 
human rights lawyers to make a thorough investigation 
before detaining the accused. 
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“Ako’y nababahala sapagkat ang mga ganitong krimen 
ay hind: karanmwang nangyavar kaya dapal surung 
mabut: upang hago pigilin o mawailan ng kalayaan (ang 
mga nasasakdal). ch. talagang nasisivahan ang kunsycn- 
siya ng fiscal na nag-smbrstiga na talagang humarap sa 
paghibista ang mga taong tio.” [“1 feel responsibic 
because crimes like thes do not commonly occur, thus 
they (the crimes) must be cxamined very well before 
Stopping or taking away the freedom of those accused: 
you see, satrsfied must be the conscience of the fiscal 
investigator who indeed presides over the trials of these 
people”) sand Ordonez im a radi interview broadcast 
over DAMS yesterday. 


He called up about 10:30 a.m. yesterday Cotabato pro- 
vincial fiscal Aquiles Narajos. 


Ordonez also sand that duc to the gravity of the offense 
charged against the accused, “dapat maging maingal ang 
mga gumagawa ng kaukulang pagsisiyasat.” [those mak- 
ing preliminary investigation must be cautious}. 


He explained that ut 1s the duty of the government, 
particularly his department, to determine whether there 
1s sufficient ground for the filing of the case. 


“Ang tungkulin ng pamahalaan, kung sila ay nagkaka- 
sala, ay ang sila ay usigin. Nguni't ang paguusig ay hind: 
upang idimanda sa husgado ang lahat, kundi upang 
kilalanin hung dapat o hind: dapat silang humarap sa 
pagliites.” [The responsibility of the government. if they 
do something wrong, 1s that they should be investigated. 
Yet, the invesvgator should not demand that all must be 
brought to court. but rather to ascertain thsoe who must 
face trials mn court.”’] he sard. 


Ordonez also sand that it was the first time he had heard 
of nuns being accused of complicity in rape charges as he 
clarified that the case 1s not yet on the tral on merits. 


If there are no probable basis . guilt, Ordonez stressed 
that “hind: dapat magtag’! na nalalambungan ng 
suspelsa ang mga laong gaya 1 4 Mga madre at pari.” [the 
cloud of doubt must be removed immediately on persons 
like priests and nuns]. 


SUPPORT 


Meanwhile. Bishops, religous groups and lay peoplc 
expressed support to the accused priests and nuns as they 
condemned the “harassment” against the Catholic 
church workers. 


Bishop Antonio Fortich of Bacolod, head of the National 
Secretariat for Social Action (NASSA), said the harra- 
sment made against the accused was typical in his 
diocese. He called on the faithful to support the church 
workers. 
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Auuihary Bishop of Manila Teodoro Bacan: said he had 
already informed President Aquino about the case. He 
said the President was “shocked” and assured him that 
he would do something about 1 and talk to AFP Chief of 
Siaff Gen. Fidel V. Ramos and National Security 
Adviser Jose Magno. 


(nhers who expressed support to the accused were Cota- 
bato Vicar General Fr. Romy dela Cruz. the Association 
of Mayor Religrous Supernors, the Dioceses of Tandag. 
Tagbilaran, Marbel and the Supreme Assembly of the 
Knights ot Columbus in Cebu City. 


Supporter Cites Favali Case Link 


42000085 Cotabato THE MINDANAO CROSS in 
English 19 Sep 87 p 10 


[Text] We. the Diocesan Clergy of the Archidtocese of 
Cotabato, have gathered today. September 14, 1987 here 
in the parish convent of Tacurong, Sultan Kudarat 


Foremost in our agenda was to find ways to support the 
three priests, two sisters and sia lay people against whom 
Criminal Cast No. 3017 of serious illegal detention with 
kidnapping and rape was filed at the Makilala Municipal 
Circunt Tnal Court. 


When we first heard the news over DXMS-DXND our 
initial reaction was to laugh and to make jokes and to 
pass off the reported complaint as sheer foolishness. But 
when we heard that a warrant of arrest would be served 
on the accused our reactions were a combination of 
angcr and total unbehiet 


We realize that the Diocese of Kidapawan and the 
P.1M_E. Fathers have not been given a respite from the 
Fr. Favali case nor a chance to enjoy their victory with 
the conviction of Tulio’s killers: Now they musi face 
another painful and, perhaps long and tedious journey. 
this time on the defense. 


We decry this harassment and black propaganda which 
can easily be labelled on any of us priests by clements 
hostile to the Church. We pray for a speedy resolution of 
this case if it can no longer be dismissed for lack of merit 

We trust that the Courts of Jusuce will Go everything to 
bring the truth out. 


We now pledge our presbyteral support to vou. Frs. 
Johnny Colago, Peter Geremiah. Luciano Gerzi and 
your companions. On your behalf we will storm the 
higher authorities with appeals and prayers. 


We also appeal to our parishioners and constituents who. 
like the parishioners of Tulunan and Columbo. could be 
like sheep without a shepherd if similar evils were to be 
done to us. Please pray and make sacrifices that the 
accused may be strengthened and that the case may be 
resolved soonest. 


PHILIPPINES 


On this day. September 14. Feast of the Tnumph of ithe 
Cross, may Jesus tnumph again through the C ross of the 
Diocese of KAidapawan, especially the cleven accused 


Priests, Nuns Said “Radical. Not Depraved 


42000088 Cotabato THE MINDANAO CROSS in 
English 19 Sep 87 p4 


[Text] In an unprecedented case. three priests and two 
nuns, all except one from Tulunan Parish in the Diocese 
of Kidapawan. had been accused and imprisoned after 
their arrest last Wednesday. together with more than six 
laymen and laywomen., as principals in a criminal case 
for “kidnapping and serious ilicgal detention with rape’. 
The case 1s docketed as Criminal Case No. 3017 before 
the municipal circunt tral court of Tulunan and Makilala 
in Cotabato. 


Let the prosecution present its case, let the accused 
defend their innocence. and ict the court conduct the 
trial according to evidence. If the accused are found 
guilty beyond reasonable doubt, let them be punished 
according to the full force of the law. 


While the accused are on trial, the Church. not only im 
(Cotabato, 1s also on tral. In the court, the criminal! 
hability of the accused priests and nuns ts at rssuc: on the 
eves of the lanty and the world, the sacredness of the 
priesthood and of the sisterhood ts being gravely ques- 
toned. 


Whether the case ends in acquittal or conviction. the 
sacredness of the pnesthood and the sisterhood has been 
tarnished. The Church will become more open to mdi- 
cule trom the cynics, the skeptics and the anti-€ atholics 
The weak of faith may be shaken 


While we bow to the majesty of the law, let the certitude 
of truth fortify our faith in the Church and the sacred- 
ness of the priesthood and the sisterhood. Not all priests 
and sisters are saints, but ot 1s unthinkable that a// tive 
priests and sisters. four of them trom Tulunan Par sh, 
are as depraved as the lowest class of criminals 


That all five, in the same Diocese and at the same time. 
were capable of doing so despicable a crime must b 
given the fullest benefit of the dou. They could bx 
victims of the most dastardly plot to destroy the priest- 
hood and the sisterhood and consequently weaken the 
Church. The burden of showing otherwise rests on the 
prosecution. 


By their formation, priests and nuns may be radical in 
their controntation with injustice, violations of human 
rights, and other forms of oppression affecting the poor: 
their zeal 1s fired by the Gospel. The same formation has 
clothed them with sanctity which 1s contradictory to 
depravity. They may rebel against an unjust government 
but will not go down to the level of the most depraved 
criminals. 
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With this conviction, we firm up our faith in the Church 
and in the sacredness of the priesthood and the sister- 
hood against the mmpact of the case filed against the three 
priests and two nuns. Because of the case. the Church 
may be mdsculed but the truth wall keep our faith 


Let the law take its course. Truth will free the mnocent 
and convict the guilty. If all the five accused priests and 
nuns are innocent, as they believe they are. ther trial 1s 
the trial of the Church. And the Church—the Kidapawan 


Church especia.!y—will emerge stronger from the tral 


Let's keep fasth in the sanctity of the priesthood and the 
sisterhood. That im this sanctity, priests and nuns may 
rebel against an unjust order but will not act like the 
most depraved criminals. Let's keep faith with the 
Church on trial. We are the Church. We are on tral’ 


‘Ridiculous’ Case Dropped 


42000085 Davao Cav THE MINDANAO DAIL) 
WIRROR in Enelish 10 Oct 87 pp 1. 6 


|By Media Mindanao News Service} 


{Text} KAIDAPAWAN, Cotabato (MMNS)}—The contro- 
versial kidnapping and ilicgal detention with rape case 
filed by an 18 year old girl against three priest. two nuns 
and several church layworkers was dismissed by the 
provincial fiscal of North Cotabato yesterday 


19 


PHILIPPINES 


In a O0-page resoluon penned by provincial Fiscal 
Aguilics Narayos October 7 the case was deemed “ndic- 
ulous. unfounded and fantastic.” 


Cleared of the case filed by the PC and INP investigators 
North Cotabato were Fathers Juan Colago, Peter Gere- 
mah and Luciano Ghezz. Also cleared were Dominican 
Sisters Arsen Viliegas and Barbara Sortie: church- 
workers Charlvn Nim and Pedro Tabingco: Haydee 
Esprce and couple Claro and Mila Precioso and Fatima 
Lazariec 


Narajos, on bes resolution said the “testimonies of the 
complianants were not only erratic but conflicting, she 
had the tendency to exaggerate and prevaricate” the 
testimonies. He likewrse sand that the case “1s only 
fabricated, concocted by the complainant and there 1s no 
direct evidence that the complainant was raped” by the 
priests with the aid of the nuns 


Eighteen year old Mede yn Luceno through the PC/INP 
investigation of the province filed the case before the 
sala of Judge Elena de Leon of Makilala Municipal Trial 
Court, August 18. De Leon after co. ducting the prelim- 
inary mvestigations on the complainant issued the war- 
rants of arrest on August 31. None of the accused were 
arresied September 16 and were detained in the ABC 
Hall of the Makilala municipal hall, and were later 
placed under the custody of K.dapawan Bishop Juan de 
Dios Puchos. September 3. (Media Mindanao News 
Service) 
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Editorial Comments on ASEAN Views of Clark, 
40 00630 Bangkok AN1LAO PHISET om Thai 
18-24 New S7p 3 


[Editorial] 


[ Text] Singapore 1s the only member of ASEAN that has 
openly vowed support for keeping the American military 
bases on the Philippines. And it has said that American 
military power 1s related to the political and economic 
security of the Asian-Pacific region. That 1s Singapore's 
response to the attempt by the Philippines to throw the 
problem of the American bases into the hands of the 
ASEAN countnes. Singapore 1s trying to legitimize keep- 
ing these bases in the Philippines. If this 1s supported by 
the other members of ASEAN, this will increase the 
pressure on the Philippine government to find a way to 
respond to domestic opposition to this. 


It's true that the power of the American military bases 
benefits the ASEAN countries if these countries feel that 
the other superpower poses a threat to the political and 
economic security of ASEAN. And there isn't any need 
to analyze whether the Philippines’ attempt to issue an 
ASEAN resolution stems from problems within the Phil- 
ippines or the security of the region. But if we accept the 
continued presence of the American military power in 
Asia and the Pacific. we must be prepared to destroy 
ASEAN ’s dream of “turning this zone into a zone of 
peace 


Peace that 1s propped up by the forces of a superpower 1s 
not real peace. This could even have the opposite effect. 
The other superpower could use this as an cxcuse to 
“build a balance of forces” in this region. As 1s well 
known, the US. military commander im this region 1s 
making a great cffort to persuade his government to 
increase American military power here, citing the fact 
that the Soviet Umon os building up the number of 
servicemen and weapons im this regron. This has led to 
greater “military tension” in this region instead of turn- 
ing this into a “zone of peace” as ASEAN hoped. 


Actually, ASEAN ’s man task should be to cooperate in 
reducing the “mulitary tension” generated by the two 
superpowers. ASEAN should attach more importance to 
political and economic understanding than to security 
based on “military protection.” 


(on one hand, the presence of the American military 
bases in the Philippines is an internal problem of the 
Philippines. Philippine views on whether or not these 
bases should be allowed to remain should not be subject 
to “outside interference.” If Singapore feels that “Amer- 
can soldiers” can increase Singapore's security, Singa- 
pore should ask the United States to establish a base in 
Singapore. An “ASEAN resolution” on such a sensitive 
issue Should be discussed together, and attention should 
be given to the long-term economic and political growth 
and power of this region. People should not make 
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haphazard statements like a broker who 1s trying to 
profit from the conflicts within the region while ingorn- 
ing what 1s mght and showing no interest in peace 


11943 
Columnist Views U.S. Philippine Bases, ASEAN 
Summit 


42070068 Bangkok DAILY NEWS in Thai 
% Nov 87 p? 


{Around the World column by Tramat: “Proving 
ASEAN” 


[Excerpt] The leaders of the six ASEAN countries will 
hold a summit mecting in Manila during the penod 
14-16 December. Onc of the mayor rssucs to be discussed 
18 trade between ASEAN and the United Siaics and the 
EEC. ASEAN must unite as a bargaining group. Other- 
wise, the ASEAN countries will come under great pres- 
sure. 


Another problem that will be discussed 1s the maticr of 
the American military bases in the Philippines. The 
Aquino government 1s not very happy about these bases. 
Many Philippine senators and politicians oppose the 
presence of these bases. It 1s clear that these bases have 
caused a great split. And the leftists in the jungle are 
using this as a point of attack, too. 


Among the six ASEAN countries, there is a strong 
difference of opinion about these military bases. Thar- 
land and Singapore want the bases to stay there. They are 
still afraid of communism. The more Soviet ships they 
sec, the more they uembic. Thus, they disagree strongly 
with those who want the US. bases removed. But 
Malaysia and Indonesia have taken a more independent 
stance and are not overly fond of the United States. 
These countries have announced a policy of neutrality. 
They want this region to be free of military bases. And 
most important of all, they want this to be a nuclear-free 
zone. They want the United States to witha ow its bases. 
As for Brunet, it 1s not interested in thes matter. 


Thailand and Singapore will probably continuc to make 
persuasive arguments in support of the US. bases. And 
Australia will lend its support, too. But it 1s the Philip- 
pine people who must make the final decision. 


11943 
Columnist Compares Status of U.S. Bases in 
Worldwide 


42070068d Bangkok MATICHON in Tha 
30 Now 87 p 7 


{Article by Seni Saowarhong: “Military Bases, a Thorn 
in the Side” ] 


'Excerpts] Of all the ASEAN countries, the Philippines 1s 
the least stable politically. This 1s also leading to a 
decline in the country’s economic and social stability 
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Not only have the problems posed by the Muslim scpa- 
ratsst rebels in the south and the communrt New Peo- 
ple’s Army not been solved. but these groups are becom- 
ing even more active al a time when the government has 
its hands ted because of threats from the group that lost 


power and other mght-wing groups. 


Besides the struggic for political power and the decline in 
the economy. another problem, which would not appear 
to be a mayor matter, has arisen and that 1s the problem 
of the U.S. military bases in the Philippines. The oppo- 
sition groups have cited thes problem to bolster their 
position. Even the government once indicated that 
would not renew this agreement when i expires. Bul 1 
has not yet commutted itself one way or the other. 


The importance of this problem :s evident from the fact 
that the new Philippine minister of foreign affairs had to 
travel to several ASEAN countries im order to obtain 
their opinions on this. 


Thailand once faced the same problem but managed to 
solve ut by relying on the suitable conditions of the 
situation at that teme. If we had not solved that problem 
then, it would probably still be a thorn in the side with 


respect to internal politics. 


About 30-40 years ago, seemed essential to hove 
military bases. But now, people tend to fee! that this 1s no 
longer necessary. This 1s a general feeling. No one 1s 
imitating anyone else. It yust happens that everyone feels 
this way based on what they have seen. 


At the beginning of November, the Spanish government 
informed the U.S. government that Spain will not renew 
the lease on the air force base at Torrejon. If the United 
States wants to station forces in Spain, it will have to 
reach a new agreement. But the United States will 
probably have to reduce the number of forces in accord 
with the policy announced to the people by the Spanish 
government. 


The people who live in Torreyon de Ardoz have con- 
stantly protested the presense of the U.S. air base there, 
where F-16 aircraft are based. At the end of October, the 
municipal council passed a resolution calling for the 
withdrawal of the American forces. However, the Amer- 
ican forces statroned at the tclecommunications base and 
at four other bases will probably remain there for the 
time being. 


Several of the ASEAN countries feel that the American 
bases in the Philippines should remain in place as a 
counterbalance to the Sovict naval base in Victnam. But 
no one wants these bases moved to their own country. 
We all know the reasons. 


In southern Japan, there are rumors thal preparations 
are being made to use areas there to house these military 
bases if they are moved from the Philippines. 


THAILAND 


After returning from hes trip to the Sovect Unon, the 
[Thai] RTA CINC and actong supreme commander sand 
mm an interview that scmeor Sovect mulstary officers had 
told him that the Sovect Unson docs not have a naval 
hase mn Victnam. All of has 1s a rest and fuc! resupply 
facility. There 1s a great difference between a rest and fucl 
resupply facility and a military base 


After the vist by the Philippine minister of foreign 
affairs. the director-general of the Information Depart- 
ment, Ministry of Foresgn Affairs. stated that Thasland 
feels that the LS. bases should remain. But 11 1s up to the 
Philippine people to make the decision. This 1s om bene 
with the facts. and i 1s quite reasonable 


11943 


Report on Border Talks With SRV Troops 
4207006 3a Bangkok DAO SIAM in Thai 
” Non 8” pp J. It 


[Excerpt] May Gen Manat Arams: told reporters that 
after firing at us. the Vietnamese asked to negotiate with 
the Thai forces at Pratu Chai. The two Vietnamese 
soldiers talked with Lt Krutsaphakon Konsin, the com- 
mander of the Company 2. 21. Mh Infantry Battalion. 
Burapha Force. They said that they had fired on the Thar 
forces by mistake. Their coordinates were wrong. Actu- 
ally, they had been trying to fire mortar rounds at the 
approach to the bridge on their side mn order to destroy 
the mines planted by other Vietnamese troops im the 
past. But their coordinates were wrong. They apologized 
for the mistake 


May Gen Manat told the reporters that the Vietnamese 
said that they had wanted to clear the area in order to 
eret a flag pole at this bridge. But because they were 
unsure whether the Vietnamese forces who had planted 
these mines had removed all of them. they had to fire 
mortar rounds to destroy any remaining mines, with the 
result that some of the rounds landed in Thailand by 
mistake. As for the details, the commander of the Bura- 
pha Force and the 2d King’s Guard Infantry Division 
told reporters that the talks were conducted im the 
Vietnamese and Cambodian languages. People fluent in 
these two languages were used as translators. In conclu- 
sion, he said that even though the Vietnamese raised a 
white flag and held talks with our forces, the two sides 
met cach other just halfway. If they fire at us again and 
create problems for Thailand, we will have to retahate 
immediately. 


11943 


PRK Border Weapons Trafficking to Karen 
Insurgents Noted 

4207°0063h Bangkok MATICHON in Thar 

1S Nov 87 pp 1. 2 


[Excerpt] On 14 November, a team of police officials 
from the Nakhon Nayok provincial police precinct and 
the Nakhon Naryok provincial police station in Muang 
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District led by Poloe Li Col Charchan Kuttechan. the 
Chect mspector at the Nakhon Nayok pros enceal polwe 
Station in Muang District, sct up a checkpornt to mter- 
cept a vehocle that was smuggling a shupmment of war 
weapons. This action was taken on the order of Polwe 
May Gen Thammani Pitanilabut. the commander of the 
Polwe Provincial 2. and Polwe Col Mani Netsaya. the 
police superintendent in Nakhon Nayvok Provence 


Al 1145 hours, a red Datsun pickup truck. hoense No 
B-1 306 Chonburi. approached the checkpount. The offi- 
cials signaled 11 to stop for inspection. Three people were 
reding mm the truck. The back of the truck was packed 
with corn and straw mushrooms. When Polwe (Cpt 
Prasoct Tiangphanit began searching the truck. the sus- 
pects immediately offered him a S00-baht banknote But 
Police Cpt Prasoct refused to take the bribe. He scarched 
the truck and found caplosives and war weapons The 
three suspects and the truck were taken to the Nakhon 
Nayok provincial precinct 


Polhoe Col Mann and Police Lt Col Prasut Semsuwan. the 
deputy superintendent, conducted a search and found 18 
RPG rounds, 62 RPG propelient rounds, 13 fuses. £000 
rounds of ordimary. armor-prercing, and tracer AK 
ammunition, 10 recolless nfle rounds, 37 RPG-7 
rounds, thirty-found 62-4millimeter] rockets. 7 RPG-2 
heads and stocks, 2 M-79 rounds. 85 AAA rownds. and 
16 AK nfle clips. All of the weapons, which were valued 
at approximately | millon baht. were from Chena 


The suspects were identified as Mr Prakit Sorsakun, who 
lives in Thapsa: Subdistrict, Pong Man Ron District, 
Chanthaburi Province. and who « a former thahan 
phran irregular, Mrs Khanthong Aphaiphat. who hives in 
Don Pho Subdistrict, Muang District. Lopburt Province 
and Mr Thongsuk Phromtham. who lives om Sar Kham 
Hai Subdistrict, Muang District, Phichit Provence. They 
confessed that they had purchased the weapons im Cam. 
bodia just across the border from Pong Nam Ron Dis- 
trict, Chanthabur: Province. They wen gorg to sell the 
weapons to Karen forces in Mac So’ Destrect, Tak 
Province 


11943 


Opinion Leaders View Chawalit USSR Trip, 
Cambodia Issues 


Editorial Views Border Troop Pullback 
42070069 Bangkok DAO SIAM in Thar 1 Dew 87 op § 


{Editonal: “Border Troop Pullback” 


[Excerpt] When he returned to Thailand on 28 Novem- 
ber, Gen Chawalit Yongcharyut, the RTA CINC. gave an 
interview to reporters. He stunned reporters and others 
by saying that the Thai army is prepared to withdraw its 
forces from the border im order to end the policy of 





te 
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THAILAND 


confrontation along Thasand’s border wath ( ambods 
The sttuateon there  stell unstable and the “tempera- 
ture 1s bugher than normal 


Many people fecl that thes shift mm policy toward reducing 
the mulitary tenswon os the result of gains made by Gren 
Chawalt during bes vest to the Sovect Unson. Others 
thenk that Thasdand’s RTA CINC was brammeashed by 
the Russians But Gren ( hawalet « very shelled at pyy- 
chological manipulatron. He detcated the communnsts 
through the promulgation of Order 66/23. whech was 
mostly hes creatron. Thus. during this short vesit to the 
Sovect Umon, o's more lhely that « was the Russans 
who were brainwashed 


The Tha: army's policy of withdrawing its forces from 
the border should be good for Tharland. Because actual- 
ly. Thasland 1s not mvolved om the affairs of Cambodia. 
Victnam. of Laos. These matters are really between 
( ambodia and Vietnam or Laos and Vietnam. which 1s 
supported by the Sovect U nron 


If thes policy of withdrawing ovr forces from the border 
can bring peace to thes regron. we should try thes. But we 
must not take too great a rrsk. The Tha: people who live 
along the border have frequently been attacked by for- 
eign troops. Villagers have been robbed. and artillery 
shells have been fired across the border, cawseng heavy 
losses for the Tha: there 


Columnist Hails Changed View of L SSR 
Ranghd DULY NEWS om Thar OS Nw ao pe 


{Around the World column by Trasrat Sunthonpraphat 
“That Strategy | 


{Excerpts} Several of the recent trends should prove 
beneficial to Thailand. Gen Chawalit Yongcharyul went 
and held talks with Soviet leaders. Even though few of 
the details have been disclosed. this should be very 
beneficial given the political situation m thes regron 
Also. Vietnam's deputy prime minister, Vo Van Koct, 
vistted Thailand and asked Thailand to expand trade 
with Vietnam. Vietnam has also invited ¥) countries to 
send peopic to observe its withdrawal of approxarmmately 
20.000 troops from Cambodia 


In the past. the Tha: mulitary and. in particular. the 
National Security Council, have viewed the Sovoect 
Umen, Vietnam, and Laos as implacable enemies. It's 
good to see that some of the country’s leaders are making 
a sincere effort to solve the problems and that they have 
begun to listen to reason. They are no longer viewrng the 
problems from just one side. One sign of thes 1s that An 
Cheef Marshal Sitth: Sawetsila went and held talks with 
Soviet leaders. If Tharland’s leaders had had a chance to 
talk with Sovict leaders before this. the war in © ambodia 
might have ended a long ume ago. It might not have 
dragged on for 8-9 years 


A. 
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The problem 1s that wc haven't known whal powtron to 
take We have allowed ourselves to become the undcriing 
of the West. We haven't dared ti gc at all on the varvous 
problems. We have done exactly ahat they have told us 
to do. As a result, the country has almow collapwd 
several tomes. After Saigon fell. we trod ourselves to the 
United States so tightly that we almost lost our identity 
When the United States left. we were the ones who 
suffered. We had to bear resprmrsetuirty for all the prob- 
lems. Looking at things closely. « can be seen that the 
terrible thongs that have happened wm Cambodia stem 
from the Vietnam War 


Among the older generation of Tha: mulitary officers. not 
one ever thought of ncgotsating with the Sovect Union. 
Perhaps they were afrand of offending the United States 
or dvdn't want to take the risk. They had a very bad view 
of the Sovect Union. The inteiligence gathered by the 
National Security Council was all negative. Thes was 
particularly true during the perrod when Victnam 
attacked Cambodia, sending forces all the way to the 
Thar border 


This 1s a good opportunity for us to hold further talks 
with the Sovect Umon We have to admut that the Soviet 
L mon 1s a superpower If they understand us and view 
us from a good point of veew. thes policy toward 
Thailand will be more peaceful. They wll try to promote 
trade, arts and culture, and scrence and technology 
insicad of formulating plans as an enemy 


Tharland has never gained anything by using a policy of 
confrontation om the world political arena. We have 
maintained our independence. preserved our interests 
and gained the advantage by formulating shrewd plans 
on the diplomatic front and negotiating persuasively If 
we can establish fnendly relations with the Sovoect 
LU mon, even if these relatrons are not as friendly as those 
with China, we will still benefit greatly 


Territorial Loss to Cambodia Debated 
Bangkok DAILY NEWS in Thar 1. 2 Dec 8 p 3 


[Finger Tip column by Kamhacng Phritanon. “Territo- 
rial Security” ] 


{Excerpts} Recently, Big Chiu has frequently talked 
about foreign problems. At the same treme. the Moenrstry 
of Foresgn Affairs has said lew and bess 


The other day. the Bangkok Lions Club invited hem to 
speak on the top “The Natronal Security Problem in 
the View of Gen Chawalit” at the Myatt Central Plaza 
Hotel. Half of hes speech was devoted to foreign affairs 
matters. He spoke about that arca of Tharland known as 
“Monthon Burapha” This «s what he had to say 


During the reigns of King Rama 4 and King Rama $ 
Thai territory im the cast. which belonged to Thasland 
based on mternational law. was known as Monthon 
Burapha. Thrs adyorned the French colony of Cambodia 


THAILAND 


But om 1906. France used force to scaze Monthon Bura- 
pha. an arca of $1.00) square kilometers. During the 
admunmiratvion of Field Marshal Phrbunsongkhram. 
Thasland demanded the return of thes territory, and 
France returned thes territory to Thasand. On ¥) June 
1941. the Tha: government promulgated the Monthon 
Burapha Admenistratiwe Act divedeng thes arca into 
Battambang and Phibunsonghhram prov ences. 


It can be seen that France damaged Thasland’s national 
security and later agreed to restore the land that was 
legally ours. This should have solved the probiem of 
territornal security om the cast. But mm 1946, France again 
damaged our territorial security. On 17 Nowember 1946 
it announced that t had reached an agreement with the 
Free Thai government stating that France had not actu- 
ally returned Monthon Burapha to Thasland. Thus. 
Thasland’s Monthon Burapha was returned to French 
control 


Vietnamese military mcursons mto Aranyaprathct or 
Srsaket are not the mam =—s “at to owr territorial security 
m the cast. The maim pr. om os that the Victnamese 
soldiers have occupred Monthon Burapha. which legally 
belongs to Thailand. This is the reason why Thailand 
must take steps to solve the Cambodia problem as 
quickly as possible 


Tomorrow, | will discuss thes matter agar 


What Does Big Chiu Want’ 


Today. | want to discuss the “Monthon Burapha™ matter 
again, because it mnvolves Vietnam and Cambodia. And 
it seems that thes 1s what Gen Chawalit Vongcharyut had 
m mind when he sand that thes os the reason why 
Tha:land must take steps to solve the Cambodia problem 
as quickly as postble 


With respect to thes problem, Big Chow also sand that 
Tharland « neutral in the war in Cambodia The two 
sides involved on the conflict in Cambodia must adhere 
to a neutral policy. too. The Hague conventions prohibit 
the belligerents on a war from launching mcursons into 
the territory of a neutral country. But the fact 1s, Viet- 
namese forces have been fighting in Tharland s Monthon 
Burapha for 9 years now 


Something must be donc to restore thes area to Tharland., 
which controtied thes area before 17 November 1946. 1 
always thought that once Indochina turned socialist, 
Thasland would quickly be able to solve the territonal 
problems. particularly on the Cambodian front, left 
dangling trom the time of French colomatiem. | thought 
that the socialest states on Indochina, whech claim to 
oppose colomaliwm, would take steps to solve these 
problems based on international law 


Hig ( how would Ike to get Monthon Burapha back 














IPRS-SE 4 -58-009 
24 February 1988 


Columnist Hails Army's Cambodia Policy 
Bangkok DULY NEWS on Thar 4 Dec 8 p 3 


[Finger Tip column by Kamhacng Phritanon “The 
Army s New Attitude” ] 


[Text] Thes seems he a menor story. Bul ot 1s actually a 
mayor prece of news. Mayor stories don't always make the 
headlines 


For cxamplc, the news that Tharland will withdraw is 
forces from the Cambodian border was a small story that 
exaped the attention of most people. People are just 
now taking notwe of thes. May Gren Narutdon Detcha- 
pradivut, the secretary of the army. announced the 
reasons for thes pullback. Thrs 1s an emportant change mm 
Thailand's attntude 


The war there « thew Mar We don't want to become 
involved even if the winning side 1s Communit 


May Gen Narutdon sand that Victnam has frequently 
charged thai because Thasland 1s supporting the govern- 
ment of Democrat Kampuchea, or CODK., will not 
withdraw its forces from Cambodia. This 1s one reason 
why we are cady to withdraw our troops from the 
border. Actually. our troops statroned along the border 
are there to maintain our independence and sovereignty 
We have no desire to invade another country 


As for the fear that thes troop pullback will open up a 
hole for the enemy. May Gren Narutdon sand that thes will 
not be a problem. Cur forces well be on alert at ther 
hases. Besides this. we will still have Border Patrol Polwe 
and Volunteer Defense (Corps volunteers and other vol- 


unteers operating on thes arca Hf anything happens, our 
military forces can be sent mo the arca mm just 1-2) hours 


“It's probably correct to say that thes troop pullback does 
represent a new attitude on owr part. There are many 
ways to protect our independence. We are withdrawing 
our troops because we don't want to allow the enemy to 
use the presence of Tha: forces along the border as an 
excuse for stationing Vietnamese forces in Cambodia. 
Vietnam will no longer be able to wee thes as an excuse It 
should withdraw its forces from Cambodia.” sand the 
army secretary This was an official statement and can be 
considered to be the policy of the army under the 
command of Gen Chawalit Vongcharyut 


As for the Cambodia problem. m thins column, | once 
said that we must take a clear and correct postion. We 
don't have to wart for the other ASEAN countries or 
great powers, which are not directly affected by this 
problem. How can other countries, which are much 
farther away, know better than ws, the masters of this 
country, what 1 best? We have to solve our own prob- 
tems. We should at least try. We have tried the other way 
for many years now and nothing has improved. The 
(Cambodia problem remains unsolved 
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Let them fight. As for who will wen and who will lose. co 
bell with «. If you want te cheer a partecular de, you 
can do #0 quictly. Regardicss of who wens. they can talk 
with us 


The only thong that wornes me rs the Ministry of Foreagn 
Affairs. Thes attvtude 1s clearly at odds with the min- 
stry’s attetude. They are making a stand with the Khmer 
coalition. They have relied on cach other for a long ume 
now. | don't know whether there will be any more 
announcements 


Hun Sen-Sihanouk | Viewed 
Bangkok THAl RAT in Thai 4 Dec 87 p 2 


[Window on the World column by Platlut: “Srhanout- 
Hun Sen™] 


[Excerpts] Prince Sihanouk, the pressdent of Democratic 
Kampuchea. or CGDK. and Mr Hun Sen. the prime 
minster of the Phnom Penh government, met m a 


cheerful atmosphere 


Most of the guests who stay in thes hotel are movie stars 
and diplomats. | wanted to describe the place where 
these two Cambodian leaders who are involved i a very 
bloody conflict, met. While the Cambodian people are 
starving. these two men sat about discussing political 
matters, ostensibly on order to find a way to end the war 
in Cambodia, which has lasted 9 years now. 


According to news reports, because Prince Sihanouk 
arrived at thrs hotel several weeks before Mr Hun Sen. he 
played host at the first dinner party. Snahowk had the 
hotel serve a banquet for Mr Hun Sen. The dishes served 
included cockles, large crab claws, and beef. Every dish 
was served im a sauce to enhance the flavor. He also 
served an excellent champagne. 


Thus, the atmosphere was very festive. During the first 
half of the day, nothing much was accomplished. They 
spent most of thei time pransing cach other. They had 
orginally planned to negotiate for only 5 hours. But it 
came as no surprise when they decoded to extend this to 
2 days And they may extend the talks again 


The people who are to be pitied are the ( ambodians 
back home They are suffering terribly while ther leaders 
argue “happily.” 


Columnist Calls Sihanouk “Unacceptable 
Bangkok MATICHON in Thai 28 Now 87 p 7 


[Article by Sonthale: “The Dalai Lama VS Sihanouk”) 


[Excerpt] There 1s one person who. regardicss of what he 
does, 1s unacceptable to the Tha: people. That person rs 
Prince Sihanouk. Sihanouk carned the hatred of the Thar 
people when he demanded the return of Phra Vihan 
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from Thailand during the administration of Field Mar- 
shal Sari Thanarat, who tearfully promised to do every- 
thing possible to secure the return of Phra Vihan. But 
Sarit died a long tume ago. and many people may have 
forgotten this matter. 


But we cannot forget that about a decade later. Sihanouk 
expressed great contempt for Thailand during the period 
that he was under the protection of China and North 
Korea. At that time, China and Thailand did not enjoy 
such good relations as they do today. But when the 
United States put Sihanouk at the head of the Cambo- 
dian government, Thailand cagerly welcomed the man 
who had castigated Thailand. With the support of the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs. the followers of Prince 
Sihanouk flocked across the border to get help from 
Thailand. Thailand has had to allot Thai land for the 
Cambodian refugees. We have had to spend money and 
send officials, paid for by the taxes of the people. to 
provide services to the followers of a man who once 
demanded territory from Thailand. Today at Khao Phra 
Vihan, the guns of the Heng Sarmin forces stationed 
there threaten the lives of Thai soldiers. 
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Chawalit’s Wife Comments on Dealings With 
Arms Merchants 

42070068 Banekok MATICHON in Thai 

3 Dec 87 pp 1, 16 


[Excerpt] In her capacity as the president of the Supreme 
Command Headgvu riers and Army Housewives Associ- 
ation, Mrs Phankurua Yongchaiyut, the wife of Gen 
Chawalit Yongchaiyut, the acting supreme commander 
and RTA CINC, commented on her husband's policy of 
having the housewives associations of the various 
branches of service be careful in their dealings with arms 
dealers or representatives of weapons companies. She 
se‘d that it 1s important to know with whom we are 
associating. Today. people associate with people from a 
variety of occupations. Among these are important mer- 
chants. They can't simply be cut out. But the housewives 
associations must not become involved in national 
affairs. If an association organizes an event and the 
merchants want to suppert this, that 1s their business. 
The housewives associations do not take very many 
items, and they have not done anything wrong. Severing 
relations with these people would not be fair. 


“The housewives associations must have relations with 
these people. We can't divide into classes. Otherwise, we 
won't be able to associate with people of a lower class. A 
fali will be very painful. We have to associate with 
everyone. But we must not allow this to lead to losses. 
We have to organize our lives properly and act proper- 
ly.” sand Mrs Phankhrua. 


A reporter asked whether arms merchants have tried to 
profit from the housewives associations. Mrs Phankhrua 
said that many have but that she can't say anything 
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about this. She has to keep quiet. Speaking out about this 
would be bad for her. People would criticize her for 
being selfish and talking nicely only when she wants 
something from the merchants. But she said that she 1s 
not like that. She has never accepted anything from 
anyone. But as a developing country. we have to rely 
heavily on these people. 


“The housewives associations don’t force the arms mer- 
chants to support their activities. | don't know what to 
say. They are to be praised for their generosity. The 
housewives associations have to stand on their own fect. 
But it costs a lot to help the soldiers who are stationed 
along the border.” said Mrs Phankhrua. 


When asked if merchants have ever made a direct 
proposal concerning profits. Mrs Phankhrua said yes. 
But if they do so properly, they can help. If they don't, 
they can't help. For example. some merchants have said 
that they have not been treated fairly and asked her if she 
would look into this. But they have never asked her to 
ask the RTA CINC to help. She concerns herself with 
matters of fairness, most of which are minor matters. If 
it 18 a major tssuc, she can't do anything, because that 1s 
a national-leve! matter. It's a matter for the military. 


Mrs Phankhrua said that she will inform each of the 
housewives associations about Gen Chawalit’s policy. As 
for herself, she is younger and can't say too much. Older 
people know what is and is not proper. When we hold a 
position, we can't say anything that will hurt others. And 
we have to be sympathetic. 
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ee oe Sly Seen Dee 


4207006S¢ Bangkok LAK THAI in Thai 
26 Nov 87 pp 23-25 


[Unattributed report: “The Ramkhamhaeng Plan, Oppo- 
sition to Big Chiu” } 


[Text] The personnel figures show that we have a large 
number of troops. The policy of Gen Chawalit Y ongchai- 
yut, the RTA CINC, is to reduce the size of our forces 
and place the emphasis on troop efficiency. But one 
officer said that even though it maay seem that we have 
enough troops, there are units that are not up to full 
strength. They are below the “authorized level” and do 
not have a “full complement” of men. That is, the 
number of personne! is below the authorized level and 
the authorized level is below full strength. He could not 
reveal how many men there are altogether. All he could 
say was that the number is less than the full complement 
and the authorized level for all types of personnel. First 
of all, it should be explained that there are three levels: 
the actual number of men in the service, which is less 
than the authorized number. or authorized level, which 
in turn is less than the full complement, or target level. 
The actual number of commissioned officers on duty 
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today 1s only about 70 percent of the authorized number. 
and the actuai number of noncommissioned officers 1s 
approximately 80 percent of the authorized number. The 
actual number of privates 1s about 90 percent of the 
authonzed number. Altogether, the actual number of 
forces 18 approximately 80 percent of the authorized 
figure. “And yet people say that we have a large number 
of troops and must reduce the size of our forces in accord 
with the policy of the RTA CINC.” said this senior 
officer without revealing any military secrets. But in 
order to make this report more complctec, 1 was neces- 
sary to lay a foundation on “personne!” in order to point 
out that it’s not true that our military units are now up to 
full strength. Because we don't even have the authorized 
number of troops, which is below the full complement. 


Officer Complements 


On | September 1987, Gen Chawalit Yongchaiyut issued 
Order 823/2530 on the organization of commussioned 
officers. This order divides officers into four categories, 
with educational background being the criterion for 
assignment and promotion. This has been strongly crit- 
wcized. And many readers who are military officers have 
sent letters to the editor of LAK THAI asking LAK 
THAI to look into this matter. After collecting data and 
talking with various groups, we have learned thai the 
actual number of personnel is less than the authorized 
number, which in turn ts less than the full complement 


targeted. 
The “Branches” of the Army 


The army is divided into the following “branches”: 
infantry, cavalry. artillery, engineers. signal, transporta- 
ton, ordnance, medical, veterinary, quartermaster, pro- 
vost marshal, adjutant general, map. finance. code of 
regulations, and music. It must be said that the army 
tightened its belt and reduced the number of personnel 
before Gen Chawalit Yongchaiyut introduced his policy 
on this. The infantry, for example, which ts the main 
combat branch, is 70 percent below full strength. The 
situation 1s even worse in other branches. The transpor- 
tation branch, for example, has only 3 percent of its full 
complement of combat officers. “This is because we 
can't fill all the slots. We don't have enough moncy. But 
we are improving the quality of the troops that we do 
have. As can be seen, the units are not up to full strength. 
But the work 1s being done. We are carrying oul our 
duties amidst a shortage of personnel. Now that the 
number of personnel is going to be reduced even further. 
we have to be even stricter about the quality of the 
personnel. The RTA CINC had to implement the policy 
of dividing commissioned officers into four types based 
on where they obtained their military education. Grad- 
uates of CRMA [Chulachomkiao Royal Military Acade- 
my]. who attended school in order to become officers. 
must be given preference when assigning people to 
positions. That goes without saying. Otherwise, why 
should we have a military academy” said a senior 
officer. He added that “actually. soldiers know that the 
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units are not up to full strength. There shouldn't be any 
questions about this. Clear categories were established in 
order to clarify things within the army. Actually, the 
operating principles are already quite clear.” 


Off by 10,000 


“| don’t want to give any definite figures on the number 
of personnel. But I can say that the number of commis- 
sioned officers has increased steadily. The authorized 
number has increased. But the actual number 1s below 
the authorized number. The two are off by more than 
10,000. The actual number has never reached the autho- 
rized level. In 1984, the actual number was far below the 
authorized number. Today, they are closer. But in the 
future, they will move farther apart again based on the 
policy of reducing the number of personnel and improv- 
ing quality,” said the senior officer. 


“The proposed organization of officers by classification 
is SO percent who have graduated from CRMA, 45 
percent who have been promoted from the NCO ranks, 
and 5 percent who have special qualifications in a 
particular field. But in reality, there ts no way that half of 
the officers will be CRMA graduaies as stipulated in the 
plan. That is especially true for the signal, ordnance, and 
provest marshal branches.” 


As for reducing the size of the army. this has been 
underway for several years now. Several years ago. about 
300 people graduated from the military academy. But 
that number has dropped by several tens of people and 
will definitely stay at that lower level. The number of 
NCO cadets has dropped, too. There has been a great 
drop. About 3-4 years ago, about 7,000 NCO cadets 
graduated every year. But the number has now dropped 
to about 3,000. But if the number of graduates was 
greater, this would pose a problem when giving people a 
commission, because the number of slots for commis- 
sioned officers 1s limited. It will probably be necessary to 
reduce the number even more. About 10 years ago. we 
trained only about 1,000 NCO cadets a year. Such a 
figure will facilitate our reducing the size of the army by 
about 2.000 a year. And this is in accord with the 
number of officer cadets graduating cach year. 


The “Ramkhamhaeng™ Plan 


The policy to reduce the size of the army while increasing 
the quality of both the personnel and weapons, which 1s 
the primary plan, 1s referred to as the “Ramkhamhaeng 
Plan.” This 1s in line with what is taking place in the 
other branches of service, which have to make improve- 
ments, too. The army isn't the only service that has to 
take such action. The Ramkhamhaeng plan has been 
approved by Gen Prem Tinsulanon, the prime minister, 
and Air Chief Marshal Phaniang Kantarat, the minister 
of defense. There 1s an initial 3-year plan, which will be 
followed by 3-year plans in the second and third pernods. 
These plans will continue indefinitely. A senior officer 
who 1s involved in personnel matters said that reducing 
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the number of personne! will reduce the personne! bud- 
gct. Bul the money saved on personnel may have to be 
used to purchase additional weapons based on the motto 
“good personnel, good weapons, and being prepared.” 
“There may be some people who do not understand or 
know about the Ramkhamhaeng Plan. because this 1s a 
high-level plan. Once people understand how our per- 
sornel are going to be o.ganized, how commissioned 
officers are going to be organized, for example, there 
shouldn't be any problems or doubts. Because once the 
number of personnel has been reduced, slots must be 
kept for officers who graduated from the primary acad- 
emy. This 1s an operating principle in armies throughout 
the world. The military academy has reduced the num- 
ber of graduates every year. Today, only about 250 
graduate cach year even though the academy was moved 
to Khao Cha Ngok and is capable of training about twice 
that number. But the army doesn't need that many 
officers. Or if the number was increased, the proportion 
of commissioned officers would change, that is, the 
50-45-5 formula would change. But this has not been 
changed. This formula still applies. It's not true that 
reducing the number of personnel will increase the 
proportion of CRMA officers to 60 or 70 percent of the 
total number of commissioned officers. The proportion 
will remain at SO percent.” 


Limited Advancement 


LAK THAI asked whether Order 823/2530 on classify- 
ing commissioned officers will cause type-2 commis- 
sioned officers, that is. officers who were promoted from 
the NCO ranks and of whom there are a large number, to 
become discouraged about their chances for advance- 
ment. It 1s already very difficult for them to reach the 
rank of colonel. A senior personnel officer said that 
superior officers always try to be fair and that they care 
about all officers and soldiers. But this is a personnel 
matter. “A superior officer is like a parent. The differ- 
ence is that he cannot divide the inheritance among all 
the ‘children’ equally. These children are all children of 
his principal wife, not his minor wife. All are children of 
the principal wife. Officers who were promoted from the 
ranks are not ‘children of a minor wife.” We can't divide 
the inheritance equally. We have to give it to those 
children whom we feel have the knowledge and capabil- 
ities to preserve the inheritance. People have to under- 
stand that we don’t have very much to pass on. We can't 
give an equal share to everyone.” 


Not All CRMA Graduates Become Generals 


Given the fact that about 250 people graduate from 
CRMA each year, it 1s necessary to look at the number of 
slots for generals, particularly in the army. Besides the 
command slots, there are also slots for special operations 
officers and army specialists. These general-officer slots 
are in addition to the slots for commanders and staff 
officers. Al present, there are fewer than 200 slots for 
generals. And it 1s clear that the number of these slots 
will have to be reduced in accord with the plan to reduce 
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the number of personnei in the army. Suppose that this 
leaves 165 slots for generals. That 1s about 100 fewer 
slots than the number of cadets who graduate from the 
academy cach year. Thus, not ali of those who graduate 
from CRMA can become generals. Because there arc 
fewer slots than graduates. Given this fact. the officers in 
other caicgories have littl hope of ever becoming a 
general. Because not even all CRMA graduates, who are 
type-! officers, can expect to reach the rank of general. 
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Career Prospects for Top Army Leaders Viewed 
420°006Sd Bangkok LAK THAI in Thai 
19 Nov 87 pp 21-23 


[Unattributed report: “Path to the Top Will Not Be 
Smooth for Four Senior Generals; Looking Closely at the 
four “Bigs. the Row Is Not Straight] 


{Excerpts} Gen Sunthon Khongsomphong. or Big 
George, is at the head of the line. The fact that he ts at the 
Grade-42 salary level and holds a “field marshal’s” slot 
as chief of staff officers has separated him from Gen 
Phichit Kunlawanit. Previously, they were at the same 
level. But this makes it possible to see the difference 
between these two generals more clearly. Their different 
paths are now clearer, and there will no longer be any 
vacillation or confusion as in the past. 


The fact that Gen Sunthon holds a field marshal’s slot 
does more than separate him from Big Sua. The faci that 
Gen Sunthon has been appointed chief of staff officers, 
Supreme Command Headquariers, means that he has 
been transferred from the army. But many people feel 
that when Gen Chawalit Yongchaiyut voluntarily steps 
down as RTA CINC next year, that is, 1988, he will be 
replaced by Gen Sunthon Khongsomphong, who already 
holds a field marshal’s slot. Gen Sunthon is senior to 
Gen Wanchai Ruangtrakun, the deputy RTA CINC, who 
moved up from army chief of staff this year. But that is 
speculation about what will happen on the chessboard of 
military power. This 1s based on the idea that Big George 
was given a field marshals slot in order to end the 
confusion about who is the senior person. He can then 
return to the army without causing any protests or 
“grimaces. — 


Gone for Good 


The latest piece of information received by LAK THAI ts 
different from the above “feeling” and prediction. 
Because the facts, which are not feclings, show that Big 
George's appointment as chief of staff officers represents 
a new Start for him at a senior level in a new line. Because 
it seems unlikely that Big Chiu will be able to retire next 
October as he said he would. Gen Prem Tinsulanon 
apparently plans to retain political power, and this will 
definitely prevent Gen Chawalit from leaving the mili- 
tary. If Gen Prem refuses to allow him to resign (if he is 
suill prime minister when the resignation 1s submitted), 
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Gen Chawalit will have to stay in the military. He can't 
make the decision to leave the military all by himself. He 
1S bound by discipline and regulations. The appointment 
of Gen Sunthon Khongsomphong as chief of staff offic- 
ers should have alerted people to the fact that there was 
something behind this. That is, Gen Prem Tinsulanon, 
who controls the moves on the chessboard of military 
power, probably saw what moves were going to be made. 
Thus, he put Big George in a position important in the 
restructuring of Supreme Command Headquarters 
instead of keeping him in the army to wait his turn to 
become RTA CINC, which would have been a waste of 
tume because the position 1s noi vacant. Others besides 
Gen Prem Tinsulanon have seen that the position of 
RTA CINC will not become vacani next year. Members 
of CRMA Class 5 have expressed the view that Gen 
Chawalit will have to remain RTA CINC. This view ts 
growing stronger and stronger. 


Big Sua's Path 


This year, Gen Phichit Kunlawanit, or Big Sua. 
remained in his present position. Another news source 
said that the person who will be appointed under secre- 
tary of defense next year is not Wanchai but Big Sua. 
There are certain factors that have stipulated this in 
order to facilitate the paths of other “bigs” in the army 
next year. Gen Phichit Kunlawanit should be viewed 
with sympathy. Because in the game of power, he is 
always the last one to be moved. When he becomes stuck 
iN a position, others pass him. The news source who said 
that Gen Phichit will be appointed under secretary of 
defense with the grade of a field marshal said that if Big 
Sua is transferred to the Ministry of Defense, it means 
that he will be passing over Gen Wanchai Ruangtrakun, 
who 1s his senior. Thus, to answer the question of who 
will be appointed under secretary of defense, we must 
also look at the paths of other people in the army. Below, 
we will take a look at the path Gen Suchinda Khrapra- 
yun, who will undoubtedly play a role in determining the 
outcome of certain things because of the powerful posi- 
tion of CRMA Class 5. 


Big Su's Path 


Gen Suchinda Khraprayun, or Big Su. was probably 
disappointed by the outcome of this year’s military 
reshuffle. It had been thought that Gen Suchinda would 
be appointed army chief of staff in place of Gen Wanchai 
Ruangtrakun and that Gen Charuai Wongsayan would 
be appointed assistant RTA CINC. But instead, Big Su 
was appointed assistant RTA CINC and Big Ruai was 
appointed army chief of staff. That resulted in the 
formation of a solid team of CRMA Class | officers from 
both the command and administrative lines. 


It's unlikely that Gen Suchinda Khraprayun. who was 
promoted to full general this year, will have the same 
opportunity as Big George. who was given the grade of a 
field marshal just | year after being promoted to full 
general. This is unlikely even though Big Su replaced Big 
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George as assistant RTA CINC. Because thal opportu- 
nity does not happen very often. It 1s thought that Big Su 
will remain in his present position next year while 
wailing to move up. If only one high-level position 
becomes vacant next year, that is, if Gen Wanchai 1s 
appointed under secretary of defense. the person 
appointed deputy RTA CINC in his place will definitely 
be Big Sua. Big Su will become (first) assistant RTA 
CINC, leaving the position of (second) assistant RTA 
CINC vacant. Lt Gen Ngamphon Nutsathit, the deputy 
army chief of staff, 1s fully qualified for promotion to full 
generai and appointment to this position. (Lt Gen 
Ngamphon was promoted from assistant army chief of 
staff for intelligence. He will retire in 1991.) But another 
news source said that looking at the queue of CRMA 
Class | officers, there is another deputy army chief of 
staff who should not be ignored, that is, Lt Gen Kasem 
Sanguanchatsonkrai. He may be promoted to full general 
first, because he will retire | year before Lt Gen Ngam- 
phon, that 1s, in 1990. (Lt Gen Ngamphon was born on 
5 August 1931. Lt Gen Kasem was born on | 2 December 
1929.) 


Big Su and the Easy Path 


It 1s believed that those who control the strings of power 
feel that CRMA Class 5 is still an important power 
center and that this class has great solidarity. The feeling 
within the class is that “we will continue to maintain 
great solidarity.” In view of this, some feel that the 
position of assistant RTA CINC that will become vacant 
next year will go to Lt Gen Isaraphong Nunphakdi, the 
2d Army Region commander. But that is just a feeling. 
CRMA Class | feels that there are others in their class 
who should be supported and promoted to full general 
before they retire. Lt Gen Isaraphong has many years left 
before he retires. Class | feels that his “older brothers,” 
who will retire before him, should be promoted ahead of 
him. Lt Gen Isaraphong will retire in 1994 (he was born 
on 20 November 1933). If he is promoted to full general 
next year, he will be a full general for 6 years. If he has to 
wait another year to be promoted, that will not hurt his 
chances of becoming RTA CINC in the future. Thus. 
what should be watched now is what happens to Gen 
Suchinda Khraprayun. Because if Big Su moves up 
without mishap, CRMA Class 5 has an excellent chance 
of gaining the key positions just like CRMA Class | 
today. 


Gen Suchinda does not have problems with all of the 
other “Bigs.” Even though Gen Wanchai Ruangtrakun, 
the deputy RTA CINC, will not retire until 1992, the 
same year as Gen Phichit Kunlawanit, unlike Gen Phi- 
chit, it’s unlikely that he will pose an obstacle to Gen 
Suchinda. Because the path of Gen Wanchai is quite 
clear. The only obstacle in the way of Gen Suchinda is 
Big Sua. Because if Gen Wanchai is appointed under 
secretary of defense next year and Gen Phichit become 
deputy RTA CINC, this will block Gen Suchinda, and he 
will face this obstacle for several years. Because Gen 
Phichit will retire just | year before him. Thus, there are 
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some senior people who feel that CRMA Class 5 would 
like Gen Charuai Wongsayan to get the position, because 
he will retire in 1990. And if Big George does return to 
the army, he will resign in 1990 before reaching the 
mandatory age of retirement in 1991. That would give 
Big Su more years in power in the army. 


Big Ruai 


Gen Charuai Wongsayan, the talented army chief of 
staff, still has 3 years left before he retives. It is thought 
that even though he will move up next year, he does not 
have enough time left to become RTA CINC if Gen 
Chawalit Yongchaiyut is not allowed to retire next year. 
If Gen Chawalit leaves the military in 1989, Gen Cha- 
ruai will still have a chance of becoming RTA CINC. 
Next year, if Gen Wanchai Ruangtrakun is appointed 
under secretary of defense, there could be another stroke 
of lightening. Gen Charuai might be appointed deputy 
RTA CINC, and Gen Suchinda Khraprayun mish: be 
appointed army chief of staff. Then, when Gen € nawalit 
resigns as RTA CINC in 1989, Big Ruai would be 
appointed RTA CINC before he retires. In this case, Gen 
Suchinda would definitely be in line io become RTA 
CINC. And he would gain this position sooner than 
expected, that is, in 1990. 


The paths of the “four Bigs” are changing now that Big 
Chiu has encountered problems in retiring next year. It is 
thought that things will become clearer in the near 
future, particularly with respect to Gen Suchinda Khra- 
prayun, the head of CRMA Class 5, who is an important 
variable in relationship to all the other Bigs. 11943 


. “a Leader Buntheng Interviewed on 
er 
42070067b Bangkok DAO SIAM in Thai 30 Nov 87 p 3 


[Interview with Buntheng Thongsawat, the leader of the 
United Democracy Party, by Chaiphet Chinapradit; date 
and place not specified] 


[Excerpts] Today, DAO SIAM will introduce an impor- 
tant politician in Thailand who has never been defeated 
in an election. To date, he has served as an MP for 15 
consecutive terms. On occasion, he has run for office 
unopposed. He is from Lampang Province. But he first 
ran for office in Mae Hong Son Province. Later on, he 
established a beachhead in Lampang Province, and no 
one has ever succeeded in toppling him. The person 
whom we want to introduce to readers today is Mr 
Buntheng Thongsawat, the leader of the United Demo- 
cracy Party. 


Mr Buntheng Thongsawat was born in Thoen District, 
Lampang Province. He attended primary school in 
Thoen District. He attended lower secondary school in 
the province. After that, he moved to Bangkok, where he 
attended Suan Kulap Withayalai School. He was in a 
class ahead of Gen Prem Tinsulanon, the prime minister. 
After graduating from upper secondary school, he 
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entered Thammasat University. After earning his degree 
in law, he worked as a lawyer. He became involved in 
politics and has been an MP ever since. He is 75 years 
old. 


[Question] The second session of parliament has con- 
cluded now. What do you think the political situation 
will be like? 


[Answer] If you follow political affairs, you will see that 
political activities are being carried on both openly and 
secretly. Many people are seeking power openly. But 
some are Carrying on activities secretly, and this is very 
frightening. There is nothing worrisome about the polit- 
ical activities that are being carried on openly. 


[Question] Do you think that parliament and the admin- 
istration will be able to get along? 


[Answer] I don’t see any conflicts between the House of 
Representatives and the administration. There are no 
obstacles that will cause a split. As for there being 
differences of opinion between parliament and the 
administration and splits between the political parties, 
that’s normal. There is no reason to be alarmed. What is 
bad 1s that some political parties have gotten into argu- 
ments about ministerial portfolios. But this is normal, 
100, and it 1s Out in the open. 


[Question] What about the political activities that are 
being carried on secretly? 


[Answer] Such activities, though which people have tried 
to build power, have great problems. I am not criticizing 
anyone. But that is how I feel. The government has tried 
to build its power and strengthen its position in order to 
survive. This is worrisome, too. There is nothing to 
worry about at the moment. But future events could 
affect many factions. Because the things that have been 
stipulated in secret are notflexible. If something hap- 
pens, there will be a strong response. This is worrisome. 


[Question] Can you give us an example of these secret 
activities? 


[Answer] I can’t be very exact. It’s a matter of specula- 
tion. It wouldn't be proper to discuss this. It wouldn't 
benefit anyone to go into this. But such things are 
happening. Just monitor this. Keep an eye on the various 


groups. 


[Question] Many scholars are demanding that the con- 
stitution be revised, particularly those sections on elec- 
tions. What do you think about this? 


[Answer] | support revising the constitution. 


[Question] Do you support the one-man, one-vote idea” 





JPRS-SEA-88-009 
24 February 1988 


[Answer] It's like this. One-man, one-vote. or multiple 
constituencies type elections constitute just one method 
for electing good people to parliament. This ts a matter 
for those who are engaged in revising the law. There 1s a 
conflict of opinion, because there are many types of 
elections. 


[Question] What do you think of recent elections in 
Thailand” 


[Answer] I think that there have been many problems in 
recent clections. One of the problems has been the 
excessive amount of moncy spent on the campaigns. 
Some people have purchased votes, which has created a 
scandal. This 1s frightening. If this continues, parliament 
will be composed entirely of people who have bought 
their seat, and they will use their position to pass laws to 
protect their personal interests. They won't work for the 
common good. This 1s very frightening. 


[Question] Very often, parhament does not have a 
chance to revise the constitution, because the MPs are 
occupied with old issues. And so its sometimes necessary 
for the military to help revise the iaw. What do you think 
about this” 


[Answer] Actually, the power to revise the constitution 
rests with parliament. Whether anything 1s accomplished 
is parliament's affair. As for people who want to sec 
certain changes made. their duty 1s to propose ideas. 
Those who want to propose changes to the constitution 
have the right to do this. Once they have submitted their 
proposals to parliament, these proposals will be consid- 
ered. Thailand's constitution can be revised. The present 
consitution has been in effect for 10 years now. If we 
revise it, | don’t think that this will create any problems. 


[Question] Some people have suggested revising the 
constitutson to separate the three branches. Do you think 
that this 1s appropriate given our country’s situation” 


[Answer] I oppose this. Tha: democracy 1s based on the 
English system of administration. Given this fact, we 
have to preserve the present system. Having an clected 
prime minister 1s a different issue. We have an admin- 
istrative system with the king at the head. We can't 
revise the constitution like that. We have to preserve the 
present form 


[Question] Politics in Thailand lacks unity. Does this 
siem from the system or from individuals” 


[Answer] The various failures are not the fault of the 
system or laws. Rather, they are the fault of individuals 
who have become involved in politics without having a 
firm standpoint. Afier getting involved in politics, they 
don't know what their duties are. In view of this, | place 
the blame on individuals. 


[Question] In that case, what should be done to reform 
people? 
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[Answer] This 1s an important matter. It's up to individ- 
uals. Take. for example. spending huge sums of moncy to 
win a seat in parliament. If peopie have a lot of money 
and receive moncy from their party to buy votes, once 
they win a seat, they will look for ways to benefit their 
party and themselves in order to get the money back. 
This 1s very dangerous. Even if they don’t receive moncy 
from anyone but go into debt in order to become an MP. 
this 1s dangerous, too. We have to find a way to prevent 
people from spending huge sums of money to win 
election. We have to do something to make the people 
realize that they shouldn't accept money from people 
during an clection campaign. This, however, may take a 
long tume. 11943 


Police Scam in Border Weapons Seizures 
Revealed 

42070068a Banekok DAILY NEWS in Thai 
24 Now 87 pp 1, 2 


[Excerpts] A news report from the Police Department 
Stated that the scam behind the suppression of war 
weapons and ordinary weapons stemmed from the desire 
of certain people to gain higher positions. They did not 
think about the damage that this would do to the nation 
or honest people. Most of the war weapons have been 
seized legitimately. Investigations have been conducted 
to determine where weapons are concealed, and weapons 
have been seized while being smuggled into Bangkok 
Metropolitan. But in some cases, police inspectors at 
certain police stations in metropolitan police precincts | 
and 3 have formulated plans to deceive their superiors. 


With respect to the latest case, a police imspector sta- 
tioned at a police station in Metropolitan Police Precinct 
3 formulated a plan to inform the mass media that 
traffickers were going to transport a shipment of weap- 
ons into Bangkok by car. They were going to take the 
weapons to the Northern Bus Depot at the Mo Chit 
Market. Following that, he and his subordinates set a 
trap mn that area. 


His superiors who received the report went to cxamine 
the weapons that had been seized. Through the mass 
media, they informed the people about the seizure of 
these weapons and to whom the credit belonged. But 
later on, semor officials in the Police Department 
learned that these weapons were totally useless. This 
police officer had sent an underling to purchase weapons 
along the border at a cost of a few baht per weapon. He 
did this in order to deceive his superiors and make them 
think that he had seized a shipment of weapons. The 
news report added that officials are now gathering evi- 
dence in order to prove that this police officer engaged in 
such activities. They are also considering meting out 
harsh punishment. 


On the afternoon of 23 November, Police Lt Gen Manat 
Krutchaiyan, the Metropolitan Police commissioner. 
told reporters that he has ordered Police Maj Gen 
Prasong Wasikanon, the commander of the Northern 
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Bangkok Metropolitan Police, to investigate this and 
send him a report as soon as possible. If it is found that 
the initial report was false, an investigation will have to 
be conducted to determine who is at fault. It must be 
determined whether someone intentionally planned this 
whole case. He said that in his entire career as a police 
officer, he has never encountered such a case as this. This 
must be investigated thoroughly. “I have not received 
any further reports. The day that this was announced, | 
went to see things for myself. We don't know whether 
these weapons can be used or not. | am waiting for a 
report from the unit that 1s examining the war weapons. 
If we were deceived, we will definitely take disciplinary 
action against those involved. And a criminal investiga- 
tion will be conducted.” 
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Former CPT Leaders Profiled 
42070065h Bangkok LAK THAI in thai 
19 Now 87 p 27 


[Text] The five communist suspects who have been 
reeducated as part of the Karunyathep Program are: 


Mr Prachuap Ruangrat, or Comrade Siam, age 67. He 1s 
Thai by birth and nationality and is a Buddhist. He was 
born in Tha Yang Subdistrict, Muang District, Chum- 
phon Province. He graduated from the Chumphon Pro- 
vincial Teachers’ College. He was once a high-ranking 
party member and was a member of the Political Bureau 
Now that he has been released, he will probably go and 
live with his family in Ubon Ratchathani Province. 


Mr Sin Toemlim, or Comrade Prawat, age 63. He 1s Thai 
by birth and nationality and 1s a Buddhist. He was born 
in Tha Phaya Subdistrict, Palian District, Trang Prov- 
ince. He attended the Trang Provincial Teachers’ Col- 
lege but did not graduate. He was a party member and a 
member of the Political Bureau. Now that he has been 
released, he plans to live in Nakhon Sithammarat Prov- 
ince. He will earn a living by buying coffee beans and 
selling them in Bangkok and Singapore as in the pas’ 


Mr Wibun Chenchaiwat, or Comrade Thung, age 61. He 
is of Chinese ancestry but Thai by nationality. He 1s a 
Buddhist. He was born in Bangkok Metropolitan. He 
passed the upper secondary school equivalency cxami- 
nation. He was a member of the communist party and 
was on the Central Administrative Committee. Now that 
he has been released, he plans to carn a living selling 
durable goods and textbooks in Udon Thani Province. 


Mr Chamnan Banchongkliang, or Comrade Samni. age 
55. He 1s Thai by birth and nationality and 1s a Buddhist 
He was born in Ban Chian Khao, Chian Yai Subdistrict, 
Chian Yai District, Nakhon Sithammarat Province. He 
completed Grade 4. He was a party member and a 
member of the Central Administrative Committee. Now 
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that he has been released. he plans to live in Prachuap 
Khin Khan Province and carn his living by renting out 
minibuses. He has a business in Hat Yar Drstrict, 
Songkhlia Province 


Mr Nophadon Phakdi. or Comrade Sawai, age 33. He 1s 
Lao Thoeng by ancestry and Lao by nationality. He 1s an 
animust. He was born in Necun District, Sayaboury 
Province, Laos. He never attended school. However. he 
did receive training from fellow activists and can read 
and write the Thai language. He began engaging in CPT 
{Communist Party of Thailand] activities when the com- 
munists opened up a zone in Nan Province. Hes future 1s 
unceriain. But he will probably return to the north, 
because he 1s a Hmong and has relatives living in the 
north 
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Columnist Seeks More Aggressive Nationalist 
Posture 

4207°006Sa Bangkok LAK THAL in Thai 

26 Nov 87 p $8 


[Speak Thai column by Rattana Yawapraphat: “Resurg- 
ance of Imperialism in the World” } 


{Excerpt} After playing a herorc role in the Second World 
War, the United States began extending help to countries 
throughout the world and ended up interferring in ever- 
yone’s affairs. Most of the important American business- 
men were Jews and so most of the help and cooperation 
became a matter of business. Thus, more and more 
people began opposing the United States. The United 
States began to fall off the ladder and became involved in 
the civil wars in various Countries, the most important of 
which are Vietnam and Nicaragua. Thus, the United 
States jomned the ranks of the world’s imperialists. 


Today, Thailand 1s definitely the target of the new 
imperialists. Thies 1s clear if you look at the influence that 
the United States and China have garned here using the 
loopholes that cxist everywhere here. Thai have been 
taught to hate the word “nationalism” without realizing 
that those who have taught them to hate this word are 
actually fierce nationalists. But they are nationalists 
from other countries. They are not Thai nationalists 


Not one member of the Thar government, not one Thai 
official or Thar MP has taken clear action to save the 
Thai people from the great danger posed by the new 
imperialists in the world. People should take a look at 
Malaysia, which 1s very strict about Malaysian national- 
ism. As for Burma, even though it 1s very poor, i has 
prestige. No country dares interfere in Burma's affairs. 
Vietnam has succeeded in eliminating all its enemies. 
Indonesia 1s becoming more and more nationalistic. Our 
prime minister and other leaders should not become 
overly concerned about rank and praise. If they can't 
lead the Thar people mn defending the country. they 
should step down. 11943 
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Analyst: Export Market Strategy Impoverishes 
Farmers 
42070070 Bangkok SIAM RAT in Thai 23 Now 87 p ¥ 


[Article by Phaisan Sangwoli, Committee for the Spread 
and Promotion of Development: “The 1987/1988 Rice 
Situation: Is It Really a Golden Year for Thai Farm- 
ers?”"] 


[Excerpt] In order to provide people with a clearer 
picture of Thai farmers, | would like to say a few things 
about the situation facing Thai farmers today. 


Today, there are about 350,000 farm families scattered 
throughout Thailand. Most of these are poor farmers 
who live in rural areas. It was not until the time of the 
Fourth National Economic and Social Development 
Plan (1977-1981) that the government took a sincere 
interest in the plight of the poor farmers. It was the Fifth 
Development Plan (1982-1986) that clearly outlined 
steps for eliminating poverty. 


In order to eliminate poverty for the great majority of 
farmers, the government has emphasized getting the 
farmers to increase yields for sale instead of consump- 
tion as in the past. This can be seen very clearly in the 
Fifth Development Plan. The plan called for the farmers 
to increase agricultural yields 2 percent a year. The 
government wanted the fa: mers to increase yicids so that 
they would have agricultural goods to sell after deducting 
for consumption. 


Looking at the poor farmers, increasing the yields just 
increased their production costs. And the effort to 
increase yields created debt, too. This is because the 
farmers did not have sufficient manpower, capital, or 
production factors. At the same time, government units 
were aware of this problem and so they tried to promote 
this. They entrusted the Bank for Agriculture and Agri- 
cultural Cooperatives (BAAC) with the task of extending 
credit at a low rate of interest. As a result, the farmers 
wanted more and more production factors (technology 
to help production). But there was no market with 
guaranteed prices for these goods. 


This effort to increase yields just increased the debt. The 
quality of life of the farmers did not improve. They were 
not freed from poverty. At the same time, the debts 
supported by the government continued to be a heavy 
burden on Thai farmers. 


It's estimated that there are now approximately 100,000 
poor farm families that cannot pay their debts. Altogeth- 
er, these farmers owe approximately 14 billion baht. 
(Data obtained from the National Economic and Social 
Development Board.) 
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As for the current National Development Plan (1987- 
1991), the government is supporting a new production 
system. The crops produced will be the country’s eco- 
nomic crops. Importance 1s being attached to five pro- 
duction factors: machinery (10 increase the amount pro- 
duced), crop seed (needed by other countries), fertilizer 
(chemical fertilizers sutted to the varieties), agricultural 
credits, and irrigation (which attaches greater impor- 
tance to electrical power than agriculture). 


The main role played by the state in this 1s extending 
credit through the BAAC. It 1s also encouraging the 
commercial banks to increase their agricultural credits. 


There 1s little chance that the development plans imple- 
mented by the government in an effort to reduce “rural 
poverty” will succeed. The government supports having 
the farmers take on more debt. But at the same time, it 
does not offer any firm guarantees concerning markets to 
buy the increased yields of the farmers. And this is at a 
time when farmers face increased production costs based 
on the domestic and world economic situation. 


Studies conducted in rural areas by the Private Devel- 
opment Organization have found that Thai farmers will 
not be able to succeed in producing crops for sale in view 
of the fact that they are becoming more and more 
dependent on modern production factors (tractors, 
rotary tillers, “iron buffalo,” and so on) and are using 
other types of production factors that increase costs 
(hiring laborers, increasing the area under cultivation, 
and so on). The more they produce, the poorer they will 
become. They will fall deeper and deeper into debt. 


The new line proposed and supported by the Private 
Development Organization is “production for self-suffi- 
ciency.” This calls for farmers to produce based on their 
existing capabilities and not depend on modern technol- 
ogy unless necessary. They must not create debt. The 
produce that is sold must be produce that is in excess of 
what they need to remain self-sufficient. 


At the same time, in order to increase self-sufficiency 
and raise incomes, farmers should engage in mixed 
farming. That 1s, farmers should grow several types of 
crops on cach plot of land. For example, they can grow 
rice vegetables, and edible perennial plants. And they 
can raise fish in the rice fields. 


The Rural Development Organization believes that this 
will provide a way out for poor farmers who are heavily 
in debt. Farmers in several areas, particularly the north- 
east, have expressed interest in this, and some have 
already decided to do this. 


Another good aspect of engaging in self-sufficient type 
agriculture is that farmers will not have to worry about 
market fluctuations. If crop prices drop, these farmers 
will still be able to survive. If prices increase, they can 
sell goods at market prices. However, most farmers will 
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probably continue to engage in farming with the support 
of the government. And they will probably continue to 
be enthralled by the convenience of modern equipment 
and machinery. 


Besides this, Thai farmers must struggle against the 
tricks of the merchants. Even though prices have 
increased on world and domestic markets, that does not 
mean that the farmers can always sell their rice al a 
higher price or make a greater profit. Based on the past 
lessons of Thai farmers in selling rice, little has changed. 
This 1s because the farmers have various weaknesses. For 
example, in many cases, the rice grown this year will be 
used to pay off the debts incurred last year. 


Who are the creditors’? The creditors can be divided as 
follows based on the source of the capital: BAAC, local 
financiers, agricultural cooperatives, and other sources 
of capital. Debts can be paid either in cash or rice. 


In summary, this year, these farmers have very little rice 
left over after paying their debts (yields were low). They 
cannot sell rice even though prices are good. Or if they 
want to sell their rice, they will have to purchase milled 
rice on the market for home consumption at high prices. 
Most of these farmers are very poor. 


Other farmers are very poor, but they are not in debt. 
They divide their rice yields into two parts, the part that 
they sell and the part that they keep for home consump- 
tion. They have little to sell this year, because they could 
not plant very much. Also, they rushed to sell their rice, 
because they needed moncy to pay houschold expenses, 
which are very high in today’s economic situation. Thus, 
the buyers were able to squeeze the prices. For these 
farmers, things have not improved very much this year. 
These are examples of Thai farmers in general, whose 
only value to the country ts as production factors for the 
country’s economy. 


As for rice measures to help Thai farmers this year, most 
of the measures being used are the same as those used 
previously (1986/1987). But these measures failed in the 
past. That is, the Ministry of Commerce has alloted 300 
million baht for compensation in an effort to export rice 
at the beginning of the harvesting season. This is being 
done in order to promote exports. Admiral Sonthi Bun- 
yachai 1s in charge of this. It's said that the Ministry of 
Commerce will try to export as much rice as possible in 
order to support the countertrade system. 
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An obvious failure 1s that although mce exports have 
been stepped up. this has failed to push up domestic 
paddy prices. The people don't know what the Ministry 
of Commerce has used that 300 million for. All 1 has 
said 1s that this much be kept secret. Many people think 
that the Ministry of Commerce is using the moncy to 
help rice exporters. 


The Ministry of Agriculture and Cooperatives has 
emphasized the poticy of allowing the agricultural coop- 
cratives to take interest-free loans to purchase rice. It has 
alloted 500 million baht for this. The provincial gover- 
nors are responsible for implementing this program. 
Farmer groups will be allowed to use the 300 million 
baht remaining from last year to purchase rice. The role 
of the Marketing Organization for Farmers will be 
reduced. In the past, | purchased the surplus rice to pay 
for the fertilizer. 


The activities of the Ministry of Agriculture have failed 
to achieve results. The reason 1s that last year, the farmer 
groups and the agricultural cooperatives purchased rice 
at the guaranteed price of 3.000 baht. But they lost 
money and were not able to carry out things in accord 
with the program stipulated by the Ministry of Agri- 
culture. 


The Ministry of Interior has implemented a paddy 
market intervention policy. It has borrowed 400 million 
baht from the Farmers Welfare Fund. The provincial 
governors can use this money to purchase paddy from 
the farmers in order to prop up paddy prices for the 
farmers when necessary. 


The measures implemented by the Ministry of Interior 
benefit the farmers directly. But they have been imple- 
mented on a very small scale. Mr Wanchai Raksaphan, 
the secretary of the Chachoengsao Provinical Farmers 
Group, cited an cxample in a lecture on “The Rice 
Situation, Effect on the Farmers” (production year 
1986/1987). Take the 19 million tons of paddy and 
suppose that the price at that time was 2.500 baht. That 
300 million baht would be enough to purchase only 
120,000 tons, which is only 0.4 percent. What that 
means 1s that if Thailand's farmers had 200,000 liters of 
nice on hand, based on this policy, only 800 Inters could 
be purchased from the farmers. 


The situation this year is still very uncertain, and there ts 
no sign that a real effort 1s being made to ensure that the 
profits go to the farmers. It 1s thought that the rice sold 
on domestic and world markets in 1987/1988 1s rice that 
is in the hands of middlemen, exporters, rice mills, and 
local financiers. The phrase a “golden year for Thar 
farmers” requires that we continue to monitor the situ- 
ation. 
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Public Response to Purification Campaign 
Ho Chi Minh City SAIGON GLIAL PHONG in 
bictnamese 27 Oct 87 p 2 


[Text] The laboring people and true communists are 
thinking and worrying about how to transform the 
Political Bureau resolution on the campaign to purify 
and increase the combativeness of the party and the state 
apparatus, and make social relations more wholesome, 
and the decision of the Council of Ministers 1s still a 
mayor concern: has the u.aplementation of that decision 
been organized thoroughly or half-heartedly” 


Mass opinion 1s rational because actual cxpernence 
allows them to pose such questions. 


But everyone knows that the degencraies with special 
authority and privileges have taken maximum advantage 
of the centralized bureaucratic-subsidizing mechanism, 
and have taken advantage of shortcomings in the party's 
leadership, the weak, lax management of the state, and 
the trust of the people to siphon off and steal socialist 
property, to engage in illegitimate livelihoods, and to 
grow rich on the sweat and tears of the laboring people. 
the sacrifices of the troops, and the loyalty of truc 
communists who have sacrificed and are sacrificing for 
the future of the nation. 


There 1s clear proof, evident to everyon and also to the 
leadership echelons, that a considerabh ..umber of cad- 
res and party members, despite the nation’s catremely 
difficult situation, have grown rich very rapidly with 
regard to both evident wealth and hidden wealth, their 
standard of living, imposing residences, etc. Morally and 
legally, we cannot accept such things, but they brazenly 
continue to exist! 


Many old people who lived under many previous 
regimes and peasants in the Mekong Delta have confided 
that because they sacrificed in combat for the people and 
the nation during the resistance war period, most are 
poor and the people who still mamtain their moral 
quality there are some people who have grown rich in 
only 10 Years. 


The Political Bureau resolution on the campaign to 
purify and increase the combativeness of the party and 
the state apparatus, and make social relations more 
wholesome, and the Council of Ministers decision call- 
ing for an end to waste and the practicing of absolute 
economy, are intended to climinate bureaucratic and 
corrupt people. We laboring people are determined to 
assist the party and state mm carrying out that task for the 
sake of the people, provided that the echelons and 
sectors carry it Out immediately, resolutely, and over a 
long period of time. 


Chau Neoc Tiep 





VIETNAM uM 


Can Thop— Hau Guang 


Our Victnam 1s onc of the poorest countries m the world 
and was devastated by wars over a period of more than 
3%) years, which paralyzed the cconomy and caused the 
people to encounter many difficulties with regard to 
living conditions. The people have endured hardships to 
rebuild the nation since the restoration of peace. 


Although the nation 1s still experiencing many difficul- 
ties, the party. the government, and the people are still 
concerned with living conditions and facilities, and with 
creating conditions for cadres in positions of authority at 
all levels to do their yobs. But 11 1s hoped that they fulfill 
well their obligation to serve the people. Regrettably, a 
considerable number of them have not done so. They 
have become corrupt and arrogant. bully the people, 
steal social property, and have special authority and 
benefits. which creates additional difficulties in produc- 
tion and the lives of the people. 


But those degencrate cadres have not been sternly dealt 
with. 


We believe that it 1s necessary to deal with the degenecr- 
ates more sternly and openly, so that everyone may be 
informed. Only then can the state and society be pure. 


Phan Huu 


In order to respond to the “Tasks that must be done 
immediately” campaign. many provinces, municipall- 
lees, precincts, districts, subprecincts, and villages have 
inspected and investigated a number of organs and units. 
have received denunciations and complaints, and have 
exposed and prosecuted a large number of negative 
incidents. The legal organs have tried the nghi people for 
the mght crimes. The press organs have reported those 
actions promptly and accurately, which has caused the 
cadres, party members, and people in all parts of the 
nation to enthusiastically and ardently applaud and to 
respond positively. | would like to say frankly that only 
people who have lived in both urban and rural areas, in 
both the alleys and the rural lanes, can fully understand 
the vorwe of the laboring people. who are complaming 
about burcaucratism, arrogance, corruption, and bully- 
ing of the masses. 


In some places denunciations and complaints are sent to 
the state Scader hep organs, from the precinct, district, 
provincial, and muni pal levels to the central level, but 
the upper eche!on sends them down to the lower echelon 
for resolution. There are serous corruption cases which 
are very explicit but which after 3 or 4 years still have not 
been resolved because the upper echelon has not exer- 
cised thorough inspection, monitoring, and supervision. 
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I believe that the reason for the situation of corruption 
and collusion in stealing socialist property is thal some 
upper-echelon and lower-echelon cadres have close rela- 
vionshrps and depend on one another, and leniency has 
become a “When you fall, Tl pick you up™ system. 


So that the struggle against negativism can attain good 
results, everyone hopes that something will be done so 
that the party and state can be pure and strong and truly 
an administration of the people and for the peopic. and 
that there will no longer be any cadres or party members 
who are corrupt, accept bribes. or collude. who are 
bureaucratic, arrogant, dictatorial, bully the masses, and 
seck revenge against people who do not cooperate with 
them. 


Therefore, among the many things that must be reno- 
vated i #8 essential that we renovate the people who do 
nol maintain revolutionary qualities and virtues, and 
live degenerate. decadent lives no different from those of 
the mandarins in the past. They are corrupt, accept 
bribes, and do dishonest things. 


Only if such people are dismissed from the leadership 
echelons can the Political Bureau resolution on the 
campaign to purify the party. the state apparatus, and 
society on general bear fruit. only then can social justice 
be achieved, and only then can the hamiets., villages, and 
wards be tranquil and happy 


I recommend that the party and state sect up inspection 
and investigation teams. made up of uncorrupted mem- 
bers, at the provincial, municipal, precinct, district 
basic, subprecinct, and vilage levels to inspect. invests. 
gaic, reach conclusions about, and enerectically bring to 
justice the negative incidents. If those teams are to work 
effectively they must listen to the opinions of the people. 


Dao Phu Duc 
Subprecinct 12, Precinct 8 
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[Article by Nguyen Khac Vien: “A Private Talk with 
Youths: What To Think, What To Do”] 


[Text] The dong continues to drop im value, and as it 
drops things grow more negative. What will things be 
like tomorrow” Can we build a wholesome and bright 
society, or will things continue to slide downhill” 


Although the worst could happen. | continue to remain 
opuumistic. Because as compared with before, the con- 
cept of building socialism im the country and the will 
power to do this 1 much more prevalent among the 
people. Just before | received my degree in medicine. the 


VIETNAM 


Second World War broke out. I did not know anything 
about politics, socialism, or fascism. The same was truc 
of most other students at that iime Very few people 
knew anything about politics. 


Another reason why i am optomrstic ts that in the world, 
socialism holds a decisive position im the histoncal 
development of mankind. The imperialists sul! hold 
material power, but they have had to retreat on many 
fronts, and there 1s nothing that they can do about this. 
Also. scrence and technology are making great sindes 
forward. This has become a great force that 1s accelerat- 
ing the speed of history. The things that people have 
been dreaming about for hundreds of years are within 
our grasp. 


| am also optimistic because during the past several 
years, there has been a greater and greater demand for an 
all-around reorganization of society, with the key task 
being to democratize all of life. 


The relationship between our country and the fraternal 
countnes has begun to enict a new mode involving 
cooperative production ventures. This has involved our 
country im an international division of labor to a much 
greater degree than ever before. 


Naturally, nothing 1s casy. The question 1s, Who wall win 
ind who will pass through the transitional period lasting 
several tens of years’ The struggle 1s not just between 
capitalism and socialism but also between the progres- 
sive forces and the conservatives within the party and 
Slate Organizations. 


The question that everyone faces 1s whether to become 
involved and yon with others im the reorganization, in 
the struggle, and in the construction of things or whether 
tv allow the “wind” to blow them where ut will, Only by 
pulling up all the weeds can we plant rice. To build, we 
must struggle. And if the struggle 1s to achieve results, we 
must actively participate m construction. 


The nation has a need. Everyone has a role to play and 
responsibilities. Y oung and old all have duties. The most 
difficult thing for man is not knowing whether he will 
have enough to cat and enough clothing to wear cach 
day. But something else that 1s just as difficult is a life of 
not knowing whether to stand and not knowing what to 
think or do 


I don't know what else to say to you, my young frends. 
1 don't think | need to say anything more 
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Socialist Ideals Education ‘Divorced From Reality 
42090087 a Hani THANH NIEN in Vietnamese 
Oct 87 pp 15-16, 19 


jArtucle by Anh Chi: “From ideals to Reality. From 
Reality to Ideals”) 


[Text] “Speaking about sdcals, reality 1s always different 
from sdcals.~ 


This statement by a youth who has scen little of life 
reflects a truth that 1s croding the idcals of our youths. 
That 1s, in many cases, ideals are compliciely divorced 
from reality. One unavoidable consequence 1s that when 
we teach ideals. youths are indifferent and they even 
smurk. 


Is st that socialist sdcals exist in thought bul cannot be 
manifested im reality’ Is mt that ideals (to speak like a 
number of people) are “sweets” that confort young 
minds but that they are useless to older people” 


In many Western countries today, people are spreading a 
new theory. the theory of “being non-ideological.” All 
ideological systems, including ideals, are considered to 
be meaningless, oppressive, and contrary to individual 
freedom. This theory provides the basis for a common 
and pragmatic way of life. (Note: Pragmatism does not 
mean practical. Because being practical is essential if 
people are to live appropriately. Pragmatism, on the 
other hand, uses the common way of life to create 
formulas and “ideals.”) It must be realized that to a 
certain degree, the theory of “being non-ideological™ has 
also permeated the socialist countries and given rise to a 
common and pragmatic way of life in these countries. 


But the problem is not “foreign influence.” The fact that 
a number of people in the socialist countries have 
renounced ideals stems from the realities in the socialist 
countries. When youths have cxperences in their daily 
lives that seem to show that ideals are just topics in 
school and that socia! reality 1s very differen, Coat os the 
breeding ground for the theory of “being non-\deological 
and non-sdealistic.” How could ut be otherwis:’ Youths 
read about the wonderful examples of communrst war- 
riors in struggling for their ideals. But all around them, 
many members of the communist party are very selfish, 
egorstical, dogmatic, and authoritarian. Many of these 
are people who hold high positions and who scored 
outstanding achievements in the past. And so how can 
youths believe in ideals’? “Saying one thing but doing 
another” «s very dangerous with respect to teaching 
ideals to youths. This 1s the greatest obstacle today. 


On the other hand, 1 must also be recognized that this 1s 
the result of teaching ideals by reviewing only individual 
examples. In teaching ideals, it 1s essential to pomt out 
individual examples. But that 1s not the only way or even 
the primary way. Here, we are touching on two spheres, 
which, although they are very closely related, are not 
identical: the individual and society. The development 
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of the individual and the development of society have 
their own separatc laws. The ups and downs of individ- 
ual personality are not always related to the development 
of society. Because even in evil social conditions. there 
are sull wonderful peopic. And conversely. in good social 
conditions, there can be evil peopic. A party member 
does not exhibit tne qualitics of a communist in all 
situations. Bul im a society that has been organized in 
accordance with the laws of socialism, those laws will 
point out the way regardiess of the obstacics on the path 
of development. A party member may become degraded. 
but that cannot happen to socialism once the model has 
been firmly set. The negative aspects in society are never 
an indication that socialist ideals have become degraded. 
The only thing they indicate ts that those ideals must and 
can defeat everything in society that 1 contrary to the 
ideals. 


Only when youths fully realize that socialist seals are 
the quintessence of movement of objective laws m 
modern society regardiess of the wishes of any particular 
individual will the ideals take deep root and become a 
powerful spiritual force for cach person. The struggle to 
manifest ideals 1s not something that can be stimulated 
from the outside. This must come from within cach 
person. With firm ideals, people won't have to follow 
anyone. They can open up their own path of struggle to 
manifest the ideals. 


This path 1s the path of moving from ideals to reality and 
from reality to ideals. Ideals guide actions, and actions 
provide additional themes for deals No one ideal has 
the strength to iluminiate every action. And ideals are 
not static. They are continually being supplemented im 
the process of acting. 


This has been the case on the path of socialism during 
the past 70 years, counting from the October Revolution. 
Aficr staging a revolution that shook the world, the 
communists and people of the Soviet Union began 
building a new society. What was their understanding” 
As Lenin said, they must themselves find the forms and 
measures to build socialism. 


All they knew was that socialism was a system for 
chiminating exploitation and bringing about social jus- 
tice for all, particularly the laboring people. In order to 
do this, they conducted many cxperiments, sometimes 
thinking that they could hit the target by a quick “as- 
sault.” But after that, they had to change their way of 
thinking and their methods completely. They had to 
become more flexible and “stay close to society” instead 
of “flying high above.” Sometimes that had to do some- 
thing that, according to their ideals, was unacceptable. 
An example 1s when Lenin appealed to communists to 
study trade. 


In the conditions that cxrsted at that time in the Sovict 
Union, countless ideological and political battles took 
place within the party in an effort to find the path of 
socialist construction. In particular, at the end of the 
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1920s and the beginning of the 1930s. these battles led to 
painful losses. The Sovict Union created the basis for 


— alanis much of the onginal value of 
socialism was lost and replaced by contents thought to be 


socialist but which were im fact contrary to socialist 
ideals. It can be said that the greaicst price was the 
spiritual and ethical price paid as a result of the confu- 
won as to what was mght and what was wrong and what 
was real and what was false. Recently. in an article on 
that penod, Dr Leonid Leonin made an excellent analy- 
sis COnCerning the splits between ideals and reality that 
have continued to today though the fates of the charac- 
ters in the novel “The Children of Achat Sirect™ by A 
Rubachev. Altaough there are divisions, there is a very 
tems. Conscience 1s no longer an inner concept of peoplc 
Instead, it has become outwardly-verified action. Loy- 
alty 1s no longer the inner word of conscience. It has 
become loyalty to the individual who holds the top 
position. Faith 1s no longer faith in what is correct and 
good but rather faith in dogma in order to commit 
mistakes. The moral and 


1 
+ 
a 
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Many of the social, economic, political, and moral values 
that many generations of Sovicts have beheved to be .ruc 
socialism have turned out to have little to do with 
socialism and have even been contrary to socialism. Not 

. m the present revolutionary reorganiza- 
tron in the Soviet Union, one of the principal slogans 1s 
“more socialism.” 


The struggle to protect socialist ideals 1s not the monop- 
oly of anyone. a ae fr ae ay map npr ys — 
the high spiritual value of ideals for society and them- 
selves, everyone, and that includes cach youth, has the 
right to help protect the ideals regardiess of the obstacles 
imposed by the authorities. 


With the revolutionary changes that are now taking place 
im Many socialist countries, including Vietnam, we are 
experiencing a revival with socialist ideals that are 
stronger than ever. Because the main theme of this 
change 1s to return to sdeals and manifest the ideals fully 
These are not ideals with rudimentary features but ideals 


that have been developed greatly through practical life. 
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Discrimination Based on Family Background 
Decried 

42090081 Ho Chi Minh City SAIGON GIAl PHONG in 


lictnamese 11 Now 87 p 4 


army of puppel sovernment and youths who have rela- 
tives who have fled abroad or been allowed to leave 


latrons in selecting students. Even though their relatives 
were members of the puppet army or puppet government 
(they are not responsible for that, even if their relatives 
are »ncorrigible), a number of students are good students 
and they have moral qualifications. It 1s essential that 
such students be allowed to attend school.” When | 
finished, the girls gave me a penctrating look and shook 
their heads, saying. “Even though he said that, some 
places pay 90 attention to that.” 


Ever since then, I have frequently asked myself the 
question, “Why?” Then, in an issue of TUAN T 
THANH NIEN., I read a statement that the bead of the 
Board of Vocational Education in Nghia Binh Province 
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made im response to a gucstion by the mother of Huy. the 
girl who passed the cxamemnation three times bul who was 
still refused entrance ito the college. He sand that “she 
cannot be admutied because that 1s the policy ~ I realized 
that | was prohably not the onk onc who felt terrible 
about thes. Why are thongs thes way” Mars. the founder 
of soentific socalism and an advocatc of communrst 
humanitananrsm. sand the same thing as our forefathers 
“No one can choose hes place of birth.” Bul ever since 
the Sixth Party Congress, a congress of innovation that 
took place a rather long tome ago. “hackground-1om”™ 1s 
still causong problems for and persecuting people. Why” 
Lenm., a follower of Mars. not only condemned the 
“stupdity of background-sm™ and fiercely attacked 
“prejudice with respect to a person's past” but recrunted 
youths with an aristocrat background, soldiers and 
noncommissioned officers who had served the Czar. and 
people who had been nurtured m the “cradic™ of the 
Orthodos Church but who loved thei country and had 
revolutyonary awareness and capabilites. He recrurted 
them into the communrst party and entrusted them with 
heavy responsitulsiees. Of these. there were four people 
who held very high positions im the party and state 
leadership organizations and Red Army They were 
members of the Politecal Burcau, and one was made a 
marshal and appornted minster of defense. Bul in our 
country, “backgrownd-1sm” 1s a disgrace. “Phi-<den™ 
came from a wealthy family of landlords. many of whom 
were Christians, . . attended a family school. But mm the 
war against the “orth Amencan imperialists to win 
national independence. he became a staunch communist 
leader. Bul mm our country, a student whose father was a 
puppet soldrer—who was killed mn battle when hes child 
was only 2 vears old—and who has attended socialist 
schools and passed the college entrance examination 
cannot attend college. Why 1s thes’? The children of Phan 
Ke Toa, an emperial envoy, and Pham Quynh, a minis 
ter. struggled and became loyal members of the commu- 
nist party But now. students who “come from the wrong 
family” but who want to participate in the revolution 
and score outstanding achievements are being reyected 
and driven away. Those who oppose “hackground-ism” 
can cite many other eramples and they have many more 
questions. But the only other question that | want to ask 
1s, Is “hackgrownd™ sil! a problem that needs to be 
examined further and must we constantly work to elm- 
mate this’? The answer 1s. ves. People have proposed 
chminating thrs Because background can influence the 
development of personality Bul we must cxamoene thes on 
order to help people overcome the bad influences and 
lymitations of background, pornt them in the direction of 
beauty and truth, and help them escape misfortunc. The 
purpose of this ceriamly isn't to torment people. A truc 
communist party opposes hackground-sm, requiring 
only that cach person be honest. lt certainly doesn't 
require that cach person have a pure background. In my 
view, all of us, partecularly true communists, must open 
our arms to those who have suffered misfortune when 
they come to us for help. At the conference to commem- 
orate the 70th anniversary of the October Revolution, 
Mikhail Gorbachey stressed that “glory belongs to those 
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who struggic for democracy and commun! humanutar- 
rannm.~ The qgucsteon of background requires more than 
smple cxplanations. Every bawc clement 1s needed by 
the revolution. Regardicss of a person's birth. he must be 
educated and trained and be aware if he 1s to perfect hes 
communis! personality. | would like to propose thai the 
highest leadership organizations of the party and static 
cxamine thes om order to soon pul forth clear, specific. 
and surtable stipulations concerning the maticr of bac«- 
ground, a problem that 1s relaicd not only to cxamina- 
trons but also to other maticrs. such as yornsrg the party 
and umon, engaging im cooperative labor, and creating 
jobs. In short, thers matter can “untagie the knots” in the 
political and personal lives of many people. Public 
opinion is in favor of having a policy imbued with 
communist hemaniarianism so that officials can 90 
longer say. Because thes 1s the policy.” | suggest that the 
Ministry of Higher Education actively mtervene on 
behalf of those who have passed the entrance cxamina- 
trons but who have been prevenied from attending 
school. 
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MILITARY 
Investigation Reveals Attitudes of Division's 
Soldiers 


42090089a Hana TAP CHI QUAN DOI NHAN DAN 
in Vietnamese Sep 87 p 54-59 


{Article by Licutenant Colonel Nguyen Ngoc Phu, MS in 
Psychology: “An investigation into the Psychology of 
Soldiers and Several Matters Concerning Political Edu- 
cation on the Company Echelon™] 


[Text] Recently, we conducted an investigation into the 
psychology of soldiers and a number of matters concern- 
ing political education in the companies of one division. 
The investigation was conducted through confidential 
questionnaires. Military personne! filled out the ques- 
tionnaires and, without signing them, handed them 
directly to the work team. The results achieved were very 
good. All the soldiers present in the divesion at the time 
of the investigation answered all the question. Of course. 
it 18 possible that some soldiers did not express precisely 
what they think. However. these results can basically be 
considered accurate data supporting research with a 
rather high degree of reliability. These results were also 
verified by unit leadership and command cadres. 


The investigation showed that our army's corps of sol- 
diers 1s very young. More than 96 percent are between 
the ages of 19 and 25. No soldiers are over the age of 30. 
Due to the gains made by the socialist system of educa- 
tion, the level of education of soldiers 1s much higher 
than it once was. In this division, 0.45 percent of soldiers 
have a college education, 16.6 percent are general middie 
school graduates and 74.4] percent are basic general 
school graduates. Soldiers come mainly from agricultural 
families in the countryside (94.8 percent) and families of 
state manual workers and civil servants (3.45 percent). 
The rest come from families in small industry or the 
handicraft trades, families of small merchants and fam- 
ilies in the other segments of society. Very few soldiers 
are married (1.84 percent). As a result, hardly any 
soldiers need be very concerned about the economic life 
of their family. 


We gave special attention to investigating the psycholog- 
ical traits of youths in the military environment. Our 
soldiers possess all the vigor, intensity and enthusiasm of 
the young. An investigation to determine the inclina- 
tions, aspirations and preferences of individuals showed: 
the majority of soldiers “want to learn” (73.6 percent of 
the persons responding) and “like to take the initiative” 
($9.6 percent). The soldiers in the armed forces, having 
been educated and trained by the party and the army, 
have become revolutionary soldiers of the party. They 
are not indifferent toward the socio-political changes 
occurring in the country and the world: they are “inter- 
ested in the current political situation of the country” 
(75.4 percent) and “interested in the current political 
situation in the world” (70.1 percent). The fine qualities 
of the revolutionary military man are gradually being 
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cultivated through struggle and training within the mil- 
itary environment: soldiers are prepared to “struggle 
against things that are wrong’(70.! percent) and express 
the aspiration to live a disciplined life. As regards cadres. 
soldiers “want to respect and protect cadres” (66.6 
percent). Political awareness and growth are also evident 
in the self-consciousness of soldiers, in their “respect for 
the dignity of the individual” and in their spirit of 
self-respect (70.1 percent). “Wanting to be trusted by 
everyone™ is also a trait of the young (66.6 percent). 
Living within a collective, military personnel have cul- 
tivated the spirit of socialist collective ownership and 
want to receive the assistance of their comrades and the 
other members of their unit. They always “want to 
defend the honor of the collective” (71.9 percent). 


The spiritual life of the soldiers of our army is very rich. 
Of special importance are the demands regarding the 
sentiments expressed in their relations with comrades 
and the other members of the unit and the sense of being 
comrades-in-arms. Soldiers always “want to have trusted 
friends and comrades” (78.9 percent) and never want to 
live alone, to live in isolation. In combat and work, they 
always want their friends, their comrades and even the 
collective to express concern for them, to look after and 
assist them. This faces our cadres with the responsibility 
of always concerning themselves with cultivating a 
wholesome political-spiritual atmosphere within their 
collective of military personnel. 


The data presented above prove that our party's assess- 
ment and evaluation of the very basic strengths of our 
country’s youths in the cause of revolution are very 
accurate. By becoming a soldier of the people's army. 
youths display a high sense of political awareness and 
confidence in the party, in the socialist system, in the 
revolutionary cause of the nation. Our soldiers possess 
the spirit of enthusiasm inherent in youths. They are 
ready to complete cach task assigned to them. ready to 
fulfill their military obligation in the best possible man- 
ner. In particular, in urgent, tense and violent combat 
situations, our soldiers have displayed thorough revolu- 
tionary awareness. They know who the enemy 1s and are 
aware of the enemy's insidious schemes. They are highly 
combat ready, fight well and are prepared to sacrifice 
their lives to defend the fatherland. This has been proven 
by countless examples of noble heroism on the part of 
soldiers in basic units. 


Al the same time, having delved deeply into the specific 
situation at units, we cannot help but be angry at ourselves 
over the weaknesses that exist in many areas, weaknesses 
which worry all command and leadership cadres in many 
units: the level of political awareness 1s low; the quality of 
combat readiness training is not as high as desired: and 
discipline is lax in more than a few units. These things 
detract from the fine reputation and the noble qualities of 
“Uncle Ho's troops” and adversely affect every aspect of 
our army's situation. The following few figures help to 
illustrate this. According to data compiled by the Criminal 
Investigations Depariment, although the number of cases 
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involving the commussion of a crime by a member of the 
military and the number of persons committing crimes 
declined during the 5 years from 1981 to 1985, the number 
of serous crimes committed during the same period 
increased significantly. 


We should listen to the soldiers whose opinions we 
widely surveyed through the confidential questionnaire 
concerning their feelings toward their unit and the army. 
Regrettably, when asked: “To what extent are you 
excited about and iaterested in life in the military.” 
some persons, for many different reasons, expressed the 
desire to quickly fulfill their active duty obligation and 
return to their locality. There is one very important 
objective reason for this situation, namely, that youths 
feel that, under current conditions, persons who join the 
military lose much. 


What we must recognize 1s that more than a few youths 
do not think this way when they first join the army. 
Because, as we know, before they graduated from middie 
school, many soldiers dreamed of joining the army, of 
experiencing a life which, although hard, is heroic and 
romantic, 1s very deserving of pride. Like countless other 
youths, they jomned the army with the desire to make 
progress, to grow and mature. 


However, they are disappointed over the quality of the 
political activities in their unit and the lack of concern 
on the part of command cadres for their spiritual and 
material lives. 


The quality of po! ical education is poor. Soldiers are 
not satisfied with the political education they are receiv- 
ing. Some 53.23 percent of the soldiers questioned 
displayed a lack of interest im the political training 
sessions held within their units. Only a small percentage 
18 interested (18 percent). Soldiers are far from home for 
the first tume in their lives. erore yoining the army, they 
never traveled more than 10 kdometers from the village 
or hamlet in which they were born. For the most part. 
they lived next to their parents, brothers and sisters. 
friends and relatives. Now, they must leave everything 
far behind and go to remote places that are several days 
travel from their home village. And what is it that they 
want? To be certain, they want the command and 
political cadres of their unit, the persons who represent 
their parents, brothers and sisters at home, to look after 
their spiritual and material lives. In actuality, however, 
63.66 of the soldiers questioned complained about the 
lack of concern on the part of the cadres who directly 
command them (platoon and company commanders) for 
every aspect of the life of the members of the unit, with 
more than one-half expressing the opinion that the 
situation in units 1s “particularly poor and very deserv- 
ing of criticism.” 


Some 85.7 percent of soldiers complained about living 
conditions within the unit (food, clothing, shelter and so 
forth), with some expressing the concern that the unit's 
is “madequate and docs not mect 


material life 
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needs"(20.48 percent) or is “very inadequate and very 
deserving of criticism™(40.64 percent). A similar situa- 
tion exists concerning the cultural and spiritual life 
within units. Some 67.43 percent of the persons ques- 
tioned complained about the organization of cultural 
and spiritual life. with 16.72 percent of the division's 
soldiers rating the cultural and spiritual life of their unit 
as “inadequate and not meeting needs” and 16.27 per- 
cent as “very imadequate and very deserving of criti- 
cism.~ 


Are not weaknesses on the part of the leaders and 
commanders on all echelons in the management and 
education of soldiers one of the reasons that have led to 
the current political-spiritual decline among soldiers! 
More than a few soldiers do not want to struggle to 
become party members and a rather large number do not 
want to become officers and make the army a career. 


From the actual situation described above. it 1s possible 
to draw some conclusions concerning political education 
and ideological leadership and. through these conclu- 
sions, to see a number of matters concerning command 
work, rear service work and even some matters related to 
policies of the party and state 


To begin with, it 1s necessary to fully appreciate the 
strength of today’s soldiers. It 1s the very robust strength 
of youth, of a force that 1s directly contributing to the 
successful completion of the unit's build-up and combat 
tasks. If the leaders and commanders on the various 
echelons know how to tap this strength, they can achieve 
many extraordinary things. Soldsers must be viewed as 
persons—persons whose personalities are rather highly 
developed. They are the persons who take up weapons 
and charge forth first in tests of strength with the enemy 
to firmly defend each gain made by the revolution. Unit 
leaders and commanders will be unable to complcte 
missions if they do not give attention to satisfactorily 
and correctly resolving cach problem rarsed by the life of 
soldiers or if they do not promptly and correctly meet the 
material and spiritual needs of soldiers and their 
demands for fnendship, comradeship and even love 


We should not tolerate the practice that still persists 
among some unit cadres of opening the mail of soldiers. 
How can we be content when the soldiers in many units 
are not receiving sufficient food, only 5 ladles of food per 
day or, as some soldiers complain, one in the morning. 
two at midday and two in the evening? This 1s not to 
mention the fact that, at some places. troops even lack 
bowls and chopsticks and must cat from ladles, sauce- 
pans and so forth. The meals of soldiers consist mainly of 
vegetables but more than a few units do not have enough 
vegetables. They are short of vegetables and salt as well. 
As parents, as brothers and sisters of soldiers ourselves. 
what are we to think when two soldiers only have three 
sets of clothing between them. when many soldiers have 
no shoes (because the quality of the cloth and leather 
used 1s $0 poor that footwear docs not last the stipulated 
amount of time when the person wearing it 1s engaged in 


VIETNAM 


strenuous labor)’ Units have no radios to listen to, no 
newspapers to read. no (tulokho) or chessboards to 
provide entertainment” In some units, duc to the short- 
age of food. cigarettes and so forth and the need to work 
hard day after day. soldiers have had to sell their 
uniforms and personal gear. And. at some places. things 
have been borrowed from civilians without being 
returned. civilians have been harassed, tems have been 
stolen from civilians... Here. we have suffered conse- 
quences. The blame for these shortcomings hes mainly 
with us, not with soldiers. 


It 1s perhaps not at al! incorrect to observe: in the basic 
units at many places today. it seems as though the only 
work being performed 1s command work, that nothing 1s 
being done to lead and mobilize the mass of soldiers. In 
these units. management and leadership are synonymous 
with command work. But the cadres of these units think 
that command 1s simply a matter of rssuing orders and 
compelling soldiers to comply with these orders. They do 
not understand tha: good command work entails. along 
with issuing orders, encouraging. by means of these 
orders, the maximum degree of revolutionary activism 
on the part of soldiers so that they enthusiastically 
Struggle to perform tasks in the best possible manner. 
Good command work 1s seen when soldiers carry out the 
orders of the commander voluntarily and creatively, not 
when they meet the requirements of orders under duress. 
More than 2 few command cadres in units are of the 
belief that soldiers must be “pushed” by means of 
different kinds of strenuous labor in order to “forge” 
them. The cadres of this type place heavy emphasis upon 
using the labor of soldiers in any way they please, using 
A without a plan and without needing to calculate 
efficiency. Their thinking 1s that “working 1s the soldier's 
yob.” As soon as they awake and before cating breakfast, 
soldiers are made to walk 4 kilometers and bring a piece 
of tember back to the unit on place of calisthenics. These 
cadres do not understand that commanding and manag- 
ing soldiers well requires that attention be given to the 
everyday lives of soldiers. The people entrust their sons 
and daughters to us and we must treat soldiers with all 
the love and responsibility shown by good parents. 
Nothing can compare to the sacrifices and hard work of 
soldiers. At some forward positions, soldiers must carry 
on their backs packs filled with 25 kilograms of sand to 
build their battle positions. In an entire day, they are 
only able to make two such trips. And, in combat, 
soldiers must be prepared to sacrifice even their lives. 
must not mind domg strenuous work, must ignore the 
rain or hot sun and must not care if 1 1s day or night. 
However. this 1s no reason to make soldiers do strenuous 
work all the time. particularly on everyday jobs that do 
not directly support the combat mission. Good com- 
mand work and good management are not only a matter 
of managing by administrative function or by the exter- 
nal form of work, rather. they require that the human 
aspects and qualities of cach and every soldier and the 
jobs they are performing be managed. To be a com- 
mander 1s to issue orders but this does not mean that 
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everything always has to be done under orders. Com- 
mand and leadership must be closely linked, administra- 
tion and education must go hand in hand so that the 
order of the commander becomes a mandate of the 
soldier's “heart.” 


One situation that 1s currently widespread in many units 
18 that educational work leans heavily toward deterrence. 
compulsion and control. toward issuing orders with 
which compliance 1s mandatory. not toward persuading 
and encouraging. The units that we studied had not one 
slogan hanging in barracks or living quarters. The com- 
mand cadres of the units themselves acknowledged the 
poor state of the party-political work conducted within 
their units (according to more than 60 percent of pla- 
toon, company and battalion cadres). To achieve high 
results, the education of soldiers must take the path of 
activating the fine political-spiritual potentials inherent 
in soldiers by making a direct impact upon their thinking 
and feelings through political study sessions and the 
logical activities organized as a science and an art within 
units. At present, the political study sessions for soldiers 
at basic units are largely a matter of form and reflect a 
lack of responsibility. The lesson outlines prepared by 
unit cadres are very rough. We examined a lesson outline 
prepared by a Ist lieutenant. a deputy company com- 
mander in charge of politics. for a lesson entitled 
“Firmly Maintaining the Dictatorship of the Proletariat. 
Upholding the Right of Collective Ownership of the 
Working Peopic.” The lesson was going to be taught in 2 
hours. The outline, roughly three handwritten pages in 
length. consisted mainly of the objective, requirements 
and questions from a pre-printed sample. The main 
contents of the lesson were very brief. The outline 
contained not one small example to illustrate or relate to 
practice. In our inspection of another comrade, which 
was conducted on a Saturday. we found that he had not 
yet prepared the lesson vutline for a class to be taught on 
the following Monday. How do such lessons raise the 
political-spiritual awareness of troops’ Many political 
cadres at units are only concerned about completing the 
program required by the upper level and never give their 
attention to the results of instruction and learning. And 
how are soldiers studying’ A conference hall built by an 
infantry battalion 6 years ago to hold political classes for 
soldiers now has not one chair left in ut. Soldiers study 
politics (and attend mectings. in general) sitting on the 
ground, on their sandals or on a brick. There are also 
some comrades who squat to study. Soldiers study poli- 
tics mainly by sitting and listening and what they hear 1s 
not complete because the instruction they receive 1s 
cursory and very general in nature 


Let us take this occasion to consider the question of 
whether we should establish teams of instructors in 
Marxism-Leninism to provide instruction at basic units 
Because, in practice, not all political cadres are able to be 
instructors and teach political classes to soldiers. These 
teams of instructors must be selected carefully and 
trained well in subject matter and the teaching pro- 
fession. 
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Facts have also confirmed the large role played by 
practical activitics and education through practical 
activities in Cultsvating fine political. spiritual and psy- 
chological qualities in soldiers. Command cadres and 
unit political cadres must, by means of different organi- 
zauional measures, gain the participation of soldiers in a 
broad range of unit activities: training, education, com- 
bat readiness duty watch. working to build the unit, 
athictic. cultural and literary-ant emulation movements. 
symposiums based on socio-political themes of the unit 
and country. social work periormed along with the 
locality in which troops are stationed and so forth, with 
the aims of making a definite impact upon the spirit and 
psychology of soldiers and cultivating within them fine 
ethical-political and psychological qualities. Through 
these activities soldiers will learn how to educate and 
control themselves in the most rational way im their 
military activities. 


The results of the education of soldiers depend upon the 
cxamplies set by the command and political cadres at 
basic units. Cadres must be like the father, the mother, 
the brother and the frend of the soldier in the family and 
in society. With deep love for soldiers, cadres must be 
ready to assist and guide them from the time they first 
arrive at the unit. The ideal model in the life of soldiers 
must be the exemplary life lived by cadres. It 1s very 
regrctiable that there are still some cadres who violate 
the Code of Discipline, gamble, arrive back from leave 
late, womanize and drink, they do not set good examples 
for soldiers. Militarism. cursing and insulting soldiers 
and beating and abusing soldiers when they commit a 
disciplinary infraction stull occur. It has come time to put 
an end to such phenomena. Anyone who commits such 
infractions must be prosecuted under the law. prose- 
cuted in accordance with army orders 


TROY 


December 1972 Air Defense Campaign 
42090094 Hanoat TAP CHI QUAN DOI NHAN DAN 
in Vietnamese Oct 8~ pp 24-31, 41 


[Article by Lieutenant General Hoang Phuong: “The 
12-day Air Defense Campaign in December 1972 (18-29 
December 1972)"] 


{Excerpts} Editorial Note: Together with the Tn-Thien, 
northern Central Highlands and casiern Nam Bo offen- 
sive campaigns conducted in the 1972 strategic offensive 
in the South, the armed forces and people of the North 
conducted an air defense campaign to defeat the strategic 
air attacks, which were carried out mainly by B-52’s, of 
the United States against Hanoi, Haiphong and a num- 
ber of other places. thus contributing to the decisive 
victory that forced the United Stated to sign the Paris 
Agreement and withdraw its forces. 


In sssucs number 4. 6, and & of 1987, TAP CHI QUAN 
DOL NHAN DAN carrned articles on the three offensive 
campaigns in the South by Colonel General Tran Van 
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Quang, Colonel General and Professor Hoang Minh 
Thao and Colonel General Hoang Cam. Below ts an 
article by Lieutenant General Hoang Phuong. 


In April 1972. Nixon launched the second war of 
destruction by mobilizing a large force of U.S. aircraft in 
steadily escalating attacks. in particular, B-52's were 
used in continuous attacks on many targets, such as Vinh 
Linh and Quang Binh (6 April), Vinh (10 April}. Thanh 
Hoa (13 April) and Haiphong (16 April). All seaports and 
estuaries were blockaded. However, the enemy was still 
unable to achieve its objective of “strangling™ the North. 
Rather, they encountered strong resistance and suffered 
heavy losses. Between 6 April and 22 October 1972. our 
armed forces and people shot down 661! aircraft, killed or 
captured many pilots and set afire or sunk more than 20 
U_S. warships. 


On 23 October 1972. the US. Aw Force ceased its 
bombing operations north of the 20th parallel but con- 
centrated its forces in attacks from Thanh Hoa south- 
ward. The enemy still could not force us to surrender. A 
Strategic air offensive against the North, primarily 
against Hanoi and Haiphong, was hastily prepared with 
the aim of forcing us to accept the terms proposed by the 
United States at the negotiating conference in Parts. 


Under a plan called “Linebacker Il.” a large force of 
aircraft of the US. Aur Force and Navy was mobilized 
for the offensive: 3 B-S2 squadrons (193 aircraft) at the 
Utapao and Guam air bases, which had an assault 
capacity of 80 to 110 sorties per day, and 14 squadrons 
(999 aircraft) of tactical air forces and naval forces in 
Thailand, in South Viewnam and on six aircraft carriers, 
which had an attack capacity of 300 to 465 sorties per 
day. 


The B-52 was considered the main force. To generate 
intense pressure, three phases of B-5S2 bombings were 
going to be conducted each might. A very dense network 
of electronic interference was deployed to protect the 
attacking B-52 formations. More than 65 percent of the 
forces employed were used to support and protect the 
B-52's, which only operated at night. The tactical air 
forces operated mainly during the day, attacking indi- 
vidual important targets. Naval air forces attacked Har- 
phone and coastal areas. The enemy's plan attached 
importance to taking us by surprise and using decoys in 
a vain attempt to cause us to mistakenly attack fake 
B-52's and to avoid creating a set paticrn to their attacks 


To crush this offensive by the enemy, the Air Defense- 
Aur Force command asserted that we had to maintain 
combat readiness, not allow ourselves to be taken by 
surprise, fight many large and small! battles. inflict the 
heaviest possible losses upon the enemy and force them 
to abandon the offensive and return to the negotiating 
table. The requirements and missions our strategy set for 
the air defense forces of the three clements of the 
military, most importantly the Ai Defense-Au Force. 
could only be met and compicted by means of the air 
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defense divisions and attack aircraft forces of the service 
closely coordinating in continuous combat with the air 
defense regiments of the military regions and local, 
militia and self-defense air defense forces under the 
unified guidance of the High Command. We employed a 
force consisting of three air defense divisions (with a 
combined staff from the staffs of the air defense missile 
regiments and the anti-aircraft artillery regiments), | 
attack fighter division, 4 radar regiments, 4 anti-aircraft 
artillery regiments and 8 battahons of the mulitary 
regions, provinces and munrcipalitics and 356 anti- 
aircraft artillery units of the militia and self-defense 
forces. 


The specific jobs established for the air defense corps 
were, in the final analysis, the requirements of the air 
defense campaign (at that time. we did not call a 
campaign). These were: conducting reconnaissance to 
promptly detect preparations for attacks and the start of 
attacks by the enemy: preparing our troops, retaliating 
against attacking enemy aircraft. insuring our ability to 
fight continuously. restoring our air defense forces, com- 
bating the electronic interference. etc. 


From the standpoints of thinking, organization, technol- 
ogy and fighting methods, rather good preparations were 
made for meeting these requirements of the air defense 
campaign. As a result, the enemy's offensive did not 
proceed as intended. In the very first battle, during the 
night of 18 December 1972. the enemy failed to achieve 
the clement of surprise. We detected them while they 
were still far away. The entire North had been put on a 
B-52 alert and all the forces of the Aur Defense-Air Force 
were in the highest possible state of readiness 70 minutes 
before enemy aircraft violated our country’s border. Asa 
result, although they did not have much expenence, the 
forces of the service promptly and resolutely retahated. 
The first B-52 was shot down at 2005 hours. The pilot 
was captured. We shot down seven enemy aircraft, 
including three B-52's, during the first night. This came 
as a tremendous surprise to the White House and Pen- 
tagon. To us, it was a tremendous source of inspiration, 
was a basis for having greater confidence in our strength 
and victory. In the battles that followed during the night 
of the 18th and day of the 19th of December, the enemy 
continued to use B-52's at might and tactical and naval 
air forces during the day. On the average, there were 70 
to 80 B-S2 sorties per day and might (the highest was 105 
times) and cach fighter aircraft attacked 300 to 400 umes 
(the highest was 465 times). Of importance was the fact 
that we determined the weaknesses of the enemy and 
learned from experience in order to augment our forces 
where they were weak. As for the enemy. their offensive 
tactics did not change much except to intensify mussile 
system interference, change the different flight altitudes 
and areas within their formations and change the direc- 
tions from which they infiltrated target zones. 


At 2400 hours on 24 December. the enemy was forced to 
temporarily cease their attacks mm order to rebuild the 
morale of pilots, particularly B-S2 pilots, reorganize their 
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forces and survey public opinion at home and abroad. 
On the night of 26 December, the B-52 raids resumed 
and the second stage of the offensive began. In this stage. 
which lasted until 2400 hours on 29 December. the 
decline of the enemy was clearly evident. During the 
night of 29 December, their operations did not last as 
long as previously. The only phase of attacks during the 
night began at 2257 hours and lasted until 2330 hours. lt 
consisted of a 33-sortee B-52 attack on Tra: Cau in Thai 
Nguyen and a 21-sortie attack on Dong Mo in Lang Son. 
At 0700 hours on the morning of 30 December, the US. 
imperialists were forced to declare the cessation of 
bombing from the 20th paralic! southward and return to 
the conference table. Operation “Linebacker I” had 
been heavily defeated. Some 8! modern aircraft of the 
United States had been shot down, including 34 B-52's. 
Many pilots had been killed or captured. 


In this bitter fight. the Air Defense-Air Force took a long 
stride forward in its growth and development and 
learned many very valuable lessons in how to organize 
and conduct air defense campaigns of sirategic signifi- 
cance, which was something very new to us back then. 


The first lesson was the need to accurately predict the 
Strategic intentions of the enemy, to correctly anticipate 
the tactics employed by them in order to adopt policies, 
measures and plans for preparing to defeat these tactics. 
The Political Bureau correctly assessed the enemy's 
Strategic intentions. The Air Defense-Air Force quickly 
undertook the mission of defeating the B-52 air offensive 
of the United States. While guiding the performance of 
this mission, the Military Commussion of the Party 
Central Committee and the High Command, on the 
basis of the overall situation and the comparison of 
forces between the cnemy and ourselves, kept the Air 
Defense-Air Force abreast of what it would take to meet 
the requirement of destroying an important contingent 
of enemy forces, especially B-52's. and capturing many 
pilots. Only by meeting these requirements well, espe- 
cially when the enemy began to rely upon strategic air 
power and modern technical equipment. were we able to 
complete the missions of protecting targets, keeping 
Strategic transportation routes open and thwarting the 
enemy's desire to achieve a position of strength at the 
negotiating table. As a result of this guidance, the prep- 
arations made by air defense forces. particularly by the 
Air Defense-Air Force, were made at the nght places. 
were in line with these requirements and this mission, 
saved us time and produced large results. 


This ke*son continues to be a lesson of important signif- 
cance today as we confront the task of defending the 
country against cach act of aggression by the enemy. 
Being subjective and relaxing our vigilance or overesti- 
mating the enemy and not acting on the basis of the 
actual situation are incorrect and casily cause us to make 
mistakes when mapping oul our strategy. The mainic- 
nance of combat readiness by ai defense troops 
demands a thorough. specific plan. This plan must be 
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prepared on the basis of the actual situation and con- 
stantly be modified on the bases of firmly adhering to the 
Strategy of the upper echelon. observing the situation as 
it relates to the forces hostile to us and predicting the 
tactics and the operations of every scale that they can 
employ and mount to aitack us. 


The second lesson was the lesson in correctly evaluating 
the enemy and ourselves and correctly analyzing the 
strengths and weaknesses of the enemy's air forces in the 
offensive in order to develop the most effective ways to 
fight them. In preparing its combat plan, the Air 
Defense-Air Force attached importance to studying the 
strengths and weaknesses of the enemy and determining 
where they were vulnerable so that we could take full 
advantage of their weaknesses and defeat their tactics. 


The forces of the enemy were large and equipped with 
modern technology. Because they employed every type 
of air power they had mn Southeast Asia, the intensity of 
enemy activity was very high. In attacks on primary 
targets such as Hanoi and Haiphong. their forces were 
highly concentrated in order to achieve their objectives. 
“Carpet” bombings by B-52's. undrscriminate attacks by 
tactical aircraft and naval aircraft, the use of electronic 
interference and so forth were widely employed tactics. 
However, the enemy had many very basic weaknesses, 
weaknesses which we gradually uncovered im the first 
war of destruction waged during the Johnson years, 
Nixon's second war of destruction im April 1972 and 
during the days preceding the “Linebacker I] Opera- 
tion.” The enemy could not achieve the element of 
surprise because they could not maintain the secrecy of 
their strategic intentions, the targets they intended to 
attack, the forces they were goung to use, the direction of 
attacks, the flight paths to attacks, the opportunities for 
attacks, ctc. Although this 1s something that should never 
be done in military operations, 1 was a mistake that the 
enemy made. The fighting morale of pilots and air crews 
declined. As a result, they were unable to perform their 
MISSIONS, IN every aspect from maintaining their forma- 
tions to coordinating in combat, as planned. This 
showed us where the enemy was weak and vulnerable. 
Therefore. the strengths that stemmed from the large size 
of their forces, their modern technology. strong firepow- 
er, highly specialized pilots and so forth could not be 
combined in the process of combat. The shooting down 
of many aircraft (including B-52°s) and the capture of 
many pilots in the very first battle were a very painful 
blow to the White House and Pentagon. We attached 
importance to observing cach battle, observing cach 
phase of attacks by the enemy during cach night and day 
in order to study and learn the laws governing their 
attacks. At the same time, we learned what was effective 
or ineffective about our methods of fighting in order to 
gain experience for the next battle. As a result, each ime 
the enemy changed their tactics, we, insicad of being 
caught unprepared, attacked them and inflicted even 
heavier losses. Such was the case during the nights of the 
20th (we shot down |2 arrcraft, mncluding 7 B-52's), the 
21st (we shot down 9 aircraft. including 3 B-S2's) and the 
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26th (we shot down 18 aircraft, including 9 B-52's). On 
the nights of the 21st and the 28th of December. our 
armed forces shot down one B-52 each night. 


The third lesson was the lesson in establishing correct 
methods of fighting. While preparing the plan to defeat 
the B-52 air offensive of the enemy, we observed that 
this offensive consisted of attackes organized in accor- 
dance with a single plan and under a unified command, 
attacks on strategic targets aimed at forcing us to aban- 
don our determination to fight and sign an agreement 
with terms favorable to the U.S. imperialists. This offen- 
sive, therefore, would be a very resolute and fierce 
offensive. Our retaliation against it, consequently. could 
not be successful in just one or a few separate battles. It 
had to take the form of a series of closely coordinated 
battles fought by air defense corps or joint air defense 
corps with a single intention and under a unified com- 
mand with a view toward completing the mission set by 
our Strategy and inflicting the heaviest possible losses 
upon the enemy. Facts proved that completing the 


mission in this way was correct. Today. on the basis of 


the review we conducted, we maintain thal the primary 
form of air defense combat is the air defense campaign. 
This is the most effective way to defeat enemy air 
offensives. 


To complete the mission of the |2-<day air defense 
campaign in late December 1972 our methods of fight- 
ing. which employed the air defense forces of the three 
elements of the military, the nucleus of which was the Air 
Defense-Air Force, were based on the strength of ali the 
people firing at enemy aircraft combined with evacua- 
tions, passive defense and the restoration of our fighting 
strength after each battle. 


The basic method of fighting employed in an air defense 
campaign is concerted attacks coordinated among the 
various branches. To defend Hanoi and Haiphong. the 
Air Defense-Air Force command concentrated as much 
as 60 percent of the number of missile battalions and $0 
percent of the number of anti-aircraft artillery compa- 
nies together with four attack aircraft regiments and four 
radar regiments, not including local air defense forces 
These forces fulfilled their role, coordinated well in 
combat and achieved rather high efficiency in a number 
of key battles. 


In the strategic offensive, in between the large waves of 


B-S2 attacks, the enemy used small-scale rands to attack 
many other individual targets outside the primary tar- 
ects. Therefore. the methods of fighting employed in the 
campaign also included the metha.’s emploved by cach 
branch and each force when fig, -... pendently 


Combining concerted fighting coordinated among the 
various branches with independent fighting was neces- 
sary to establish forces that could fight key battles and 
also widely fight the enemy at all times and places 
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The art of applying the campaign method of fighting 1s 
closely tied to the creation of battlefield position. The 
Air Defense-Air Force firmly adhered to the line on the 
people's war. correctly evaluated the enemy and took 
advantage of their mistakes in the process of the cam- 
paign. As a result. «t rather accurately handled such 
problems as coordinating the air defense forces of the 
three elements of the military, deploying the campaign 
formation, providing campaign and tactical force and 
equipment mobility and utilizing reserve forces. 


To mmplement the established method of fighting, the Air 
Defense-Air Force gave its attention to a number of 
important matters, such as setting up a combat alert duty 
watch system, detecting the enemy while they were still 
far away and promptly reporting their appearance: orga- 
nizing command operations: and organizing material- 
technical support activities, including combating the 
enemy's electronic interference. 


However, in the air defense campaign in late 1972, our 
campaign method of fighting was also limited in many 
respects. For cxample, our assessment and evaluation of 
the enemy and our predictions concerning the scale of 
LS. air attacks were not completely correct. We did not 
engage the enemy in combat while they were still far 
away, consequently, the majority of the attacking B-52's 
had dropped their bombs before being shot down. The 
destruction of fighter aircraft and tactical aircraft that 
operated during the day was not done with high efficien- 
cy. We did not completely defeat the low altitude attack 
tactics of the F-1 11's. 


The experiences gained regarding the campaign method 
of fighting have proven to be of mayor importance in 
building the Air Defense-Aur Force. especially im the 
training of command cadres on all echelons. The urgent, 
tense and continuous nature of a campaign demands that 
each action be completed in the shortest possible amount 
of time and with the highest possible efficiency. 
Although air defense operations are defensive, they must 
also be offensive in nature. The campaign commander 
must comply with this requirement in such specific jobs 
as Organizing reconnarssance to promptly detect prepa- 
rations for and the start of attacks by the enemy. prepar- 
ing his troops. organizing and directing combat coord:- 
nation among our forces: attacking enemy air forces 
before they arrive at the missile launching line, counter- 
attacking enemy forces engaged in massive air attacks; 
Struggling against clectronic interference, imsuring the 
ability to fight continuously, and restoring our air 
defense forces. 


The fourth lesson was the lesson in organizing material 
and technical support well. especially the tumely and safe 
production and transportation of missiles. In view of the 
fact that the Air Defense-Air Force 1s a service that uses 
in combat modern technical equipment supplied by the 
fraternal socialist countries, knowing the technical prop- 
erties of, properly mamtaining and being proficient in 
the use of cach available weapon and piece of equipment 
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are important prerequisites to effectively maintaining 
combat readiness and winning victory over the enemy 
under all circumstances. Together with being familiar 
with and proficient in the use of technical equipment, 
building stamina and endurance in troops so that they 
can fight continuously under tense and violent condi- 
tions that last for long periods of time was given very 
much attention by the party commitices and the com- 
mands on the various echelons. The exploits of shooting 
down many B-52’s and crushing the enemy's air offen- 
sive could not have been recorded without teaching and 
training troops in how to perform their combat missions 
using the weapons and equipment with which they were 
supplied during the years of resisting the wars of destruc- 
tion or without nurturing and caring for the health of 
cadres and soldiers. Material and technical support oper- 
ations were courdinated because the explon of shooting 
down an enemy aircraft is the result of the labor and 
coordination in combat of many components and units. 
Therefore, material and technical support operations can 
only be highly effective when all the elements of the 
service and its branches are coordinated on the basis of 
a high sense of unity and discipline. Because the cam- 
paign method of fighting as well as our air defense tactics 
must be very flexible in order to promptly defeat the 
tactics of the enemy, importance must be attached to 
researching and developing various forms of tactics. This 
can only be done successfully on the basis of studying our 
technology. learning the properties of our technical 
equipment and observing and understanding the tech- 
nology of the enemy. In the air defense campaign, one 
important reason why we managed to shoot down many 
B-52's was that we successfully overcame the enemy's 
use of electronic interference. We systematically 
observed the enemy's electronic reconnaissance and 
interference tactics and made combined use of our 
equipment, from the modern to the rudimentary, to set 
up electronic camouflage and decoys and limited the use 
of radar or selected opportunitics to use our radar to 
detect and attack weaknesses in their clectronic interfer- 
ence network, cic. At the same time, we promptly 
supplied ammunition, repaired equipment and aug- 
mented the equipment of combat units, especially the 
missile and air branches. 


The political agencies on the various echelons through- 
out the Ai Defense-Ai; Force regularly drew from 
experience in order to combat the phenomena of speak- 
ing but not acting, of not going bey ad conferences or 
resolutions of the party committee, of not mamtaiming 
close contact with units. etc. During the period spent 
preparing for the campaign. political work focused on 
giving cadres and soldiers a correct understanding of the 
mission and a correct assessment of the enemy while 
encouraging them to make every effort to overcome 
difficulties in order to record feats of arms in this 
campaign of strategic significance. Not being compla- 
cent, not relaxing their vigilance and not panicking in the 
face of the enemy's modern technical weapons and 
equipment—these were the correct attitudes that the 
party chapters constantly reminded party members and 
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the masses to adopt. The majority of the political cadres 
on all echelons met the requirement of guiding the 
acuions of cadres and soldiers in such a way as to 
implement the determination of the party as well as each 
person: being brave and intelligent in combat: being 
disciplined under all circumstances, uniting and working 
together to compicte the mission, taking positive steps to 
overcome difficulties; maintaining technical equipment 
well and using it with a high degree of efficiency, looking 
after the material and spiritual lives of troops...thrs 
guidance supported the plan for organizing and conduct- 
ing the campaign and was aimed at scriously implement- 
ing the resolution of the Military Commission of the 
Party Central ‘ | wmittee and the determination of the 
party commit the Air Defense-Air Force. 


7809 
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Communications, Transportation Workers Sent 
Abroad 


42090086 Hanoi TAP CHI HOAT DONG KHOA HOC 
in Vietnamese Oct 87 pp 18, 19 


{Article by Le Duc Hao: “Labor Cooperation Builds a 
Path” ] 


[Text] Labor cooperation 1s an important guideline put 
forth by the party and government. Relying on its own 
capabilities, the communications and transportation sec- 
tor has boldly suggested methods to promote labor 
cooperation with the socialist countries and with other 
countries. The sector's forms of cooperation are varied. 
flexible, and effective. The state must implement surt- 
able measures to encourage the sector in this sphere. 


Vietnam in general and the communications and trans- 
portation sector in particular have abundant sources of 
labor. Gaur laborers are highly skilled in making repairs, 
and they are very diligent. The labor forces mmclude 
engineers and workers, or technical and simple labor. 
This labor strength has not been exploited very much 
because of the lack of a material and technical base, the 
shortage of synchronized equipment, and the lack of 
materials and capital. Our country 1s doing everything it 
can to create jobs and make effective use of the domestic 
labor strength. In this, there 1s labor cooperation with the 
fraternal socialist countries and other countries. This 1s a 
matier of an international division of laor, a manifes- 
tation of our great labor capabilities, anu a way to solve 
the above difficulties. 


The abundant and varied cooperative labor with other 
countries can be domestic labor to create sources of 
exports. An example 1s the cooperate program with the 
Soviet Union, Bulgaria, and East Germany, which runs 
to 1995, to build 300 boats and ships (including ships 
below 3,000 tons) at enterprises of the Shipbuilding 
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Federation, Ministry of Communications and Transpor- 
tation, with the installations and plants of these coun- 
tries providing equipment, production chains, and mate- 
nals. The stems produced will be distributed both abroad 
and here. Here, it should be noted that even though our 
shipbuilding industry is not as strong as that of other 
countries, we can carry on suitable operations with ships 
of small loading capacity, that is, 3,000-5,000 tons. 


The communications and transportation sector has for- 
eign economic relationships mainly with the Soviet 
Union, Laos, Cambodia, and the countries in the Coun- 
cil for Mutual Economic Assistance. Bul it is also 
involved with developing countries such as India and 
Angola and with developed capitalist countries and 
private crganizations such as Sweden, Finland, Japan. 
and Belgium. Recently, when the state promulgated an 
investment law, these relationships grew even stronger. 
For example, Finland helped build the Pha Rung ship 
repair yard. A 2-year (1987-1988) advisory draft law 1s 
now being implemented in order to prepare for bilateral 
cooperation between Vietnam and Finland in repairing 
ships in the coming years. In expanding economic rela- 
tions with other countries, special attention must be 
given to the economic results. Naturally, both sides must 
profit. The economic calculations must be straightfor- 
ward and rational. Expenditures of a domestic state 
subsidies nature, such as expenditures for materials. 
depreciation, transportation expenses, and in particular. 
wage expenses, cannot be used as the basis for calculating 


production costs or the price of foreign goods. 


Along with cooperating with other countries and using 
shipyard laborers to produce commodity products for 
international circulation, we must promote sending 
laborers to work abroad. This can be done in various 
ways, such as by sending specialists, accepting contracts 
for whole projects or 2 section of a project, or sending 
individual laborers or labor groups. The communica- 
tions and transportation sector 1s now sending laborers 
to the Soviet Union, East Germany, Czechoslovakia, and 
Bulgaria. Labor relationships with other countries can be 
carned on through government agreements. Or the 
enterprises ce" sign contracts with cach other directly 
with the guidaace of the ministry. Many different means 
must be used to enable our communications and trans- 
portation sector to send not hundreds or thousands but 
tens of thousands of laborers abroad. We have had 
successful experiences in this. For example, by making 
direct contact, one of our truck repair plants signed 
contracts with two Czechoslovakian enterprises in 1987 
and 1988 to send 150-200 workers a year to these two 
enterprises. The friendly enterprises are helping us 
increase capacity, expand the production of the plants. 
and restore the equipment, welcoming training groups. 
and exchanging outsianding worker delegations on sum- 
mer visits. Through the labor export contracts, we have 
expanded our range of vision, people have been trained. 
we have received technology, progressive laborers have 
been organized, and production in our factories has been 
expanded 
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With our labor diligence. skills. and organization, we 
have begun to gain the confidence of the outside world. 
However, along with this. there are still sporadic 
instances of “a pot of fish having the same smell.” While 
train engineers and truck mechanics have worked dili- 
gently, a number of bus drivers have made mustakes, 
creating difficulties for implementing the contracts. 


From the successful and “unsuccessful” cxperiences, we 
can draw the following conclusion: Those leaving to 
work abroad must be highly skilled laborers of good 
quality who have volunteered to go. They must have a 
concept of discipline. They must be provided with ade- 
quate supplemenitry training before they go. and they 
must be selected very carefully. 


In general, the laborers in the communications and 
transportation sector, from the engineers to the workers, 
are creative and diligent. The communications and 
transportation sector encompasses many sectors, such as 
industrial capital construction, transport, services, and 
rail, river, ocean, and land means. An important point ts 
that our efforts to advertise the capabilities of our 
communications and transportation sector and inform 
other countries of these capabilities are still weak. We 
must provide information on this using many forms. In 
doing this, we must publish pictorial papers with beau- 
tiful color photographs and notes in two or three foreign 


languages. 


In order to create the conditions for carry:ng on cooper- 
ative activities with other countnes im the labor sphere. 
we Suggest that the state implement a number of regula- 
tions on procedures and policies concerning using for- 
cign currency in labor cooperation, constructing and 
repairing ships for other countries, and opening a foreign 
currency account for the ministry. The immediate thing 
is to allow the ministry to use some of the foreign 
currency carned by exporting labor to satisfy the essen- 
tial needs of the sector that the state has not been able to 
satisfy. In the situation in which the state 1s using most of 
the foreign currency on other needs, Vietnamese cur- 
rency must be exchanged at a specific exchange rate and 
set aside for use by the ministry in order to cover the 
expenses in exporting labor (traiming, selection, payment 
of domestic wages, and purchase of items for laborers 
leaving for abroad). 


For the communications and transportation sector, the 
export of labor 1s now a pressing problem. It 1s a line, a 
way out. Much thought must be given to this, and 
production installations must be organized in a dynamic 
and creative manner with the active guidance of the 
departments concerned. If this 1s done, the communica- 
tions and transportation sector will certainly be able to 
expand the labor relationships with other countnes in 
order to increase production and improve the lives of the 


people in the sector. 
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Soviet Aid in Vi ‘s Electricity 
Developing Vietnam's Electricity 


42090075 Hana TAP CHI NANG LUONG in 
Vietnamese Jul-Aug 87 pp 3-4. 13 


[Article by Tran Quoc Cuong, MS. head of the Energy 
and Electrification Inststute: “The Great and All-Round 
Help of the Soviet Union in Expanding Victnam’s Elec- 
tricity System™] 


[Text] Of all our country’s economic sectors, the electric- 
ity sector is one of the sectors that has received much 
support from the Soviet Union. Looking back at the 
expansion that has taken place since 1954. it 1s clear that 
the Soviet Union has given much all-around help in all 
the important tasks of the clectricity sector. This 
includes: 


Conducting studies to expand the electricity system and 
formulating short- and long-term plans concerning 
sources and networks. 


Designing electricity projects and directly participating 
in constructing. installing, operating, and testing things 


and making repairs and adjustments. 


Supplying sets of equipment and financial assistance 
with favorable conditions for almost all the main electric 


power projects. 


Training specialized cadres and technical workers. 


In particular, ever since our country was unified, the 
Soviet Union has been the principal and almost only 
source of aid for our country’s clectric power projects. 
This 1s an irreplaceable foundation for expanding the 
electricity sector. The task of the electricity sector 1s to 
make effective use of this valuable aid. 


In this article, | will focus on the valuable help provided 
by the Soviet Union in expanding Vietnam's electricity 
system. 


As everyone knows, in order to satisfy the need to 
develop the economy. clectric power must advance. To 
do this, projects to expand the country’s electricity 
system must be built with great foresight and long-term 
guidelines capable of satisfying the short- and long-term 
projects of the other cconomic sectors. Previously, 
because of the war conditions and the limited manage- 
ment standards, the expansion of the electricity sector 
was patchy. It could not satisfy the needs for clectric 
energy and was responsible for much waste. 


As one of the leading and most cxperienced countries in 
managing the planned expansion of energy. the Soviet 
Union provided help and directly participated with us in 
building projects to expand Vicinam’s electricity system 
This included the following three large projects: 
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1. The gencral models for expanding Victnam’s cleciric- 
ity system, stages | and I] and preparations for Stage IIL. 


Thus 1s a long-term expansion proyect that will run to the 
year 2000. Things have been considered to the year 
2005. The general model has studied and considered the 
following: 


Growth forecasts and clectric energy consumption pat- 
terns through the various stages to the year 2000, with 
things considered up to 2005. 


The pattern of domestic energy sources capable of satis- 
fying the growth in demand for electric power. 


Developing a ratronal balance in electric power for the 
zones and the country as a whole to 1990, 2000. and 
2005. 


Economic and technica! arguments concerning unifying 
Vietnam's electricity system (suitable starting point and 
electric load level). Of these, the most striking is the 
argument on the Bac Nam super-high-tension landline. 


The plan to expand the 110 and 220 kV carrier network 
nationwide. 


The changes in the growth of our country’s economic 
sectors are still unstable and irregular. At the same time. 
the collection system to handle the economic and tech- 
nical forecasts has not been perfected. Because of this, 
the preparatic” of the draft models 1s a continuous 
process of refining the models. There are points that are 
now clear, but there are also points that are still vague. 


The Stage | general model was the initial investigatory 
Stage mn the joint effort by Victnam and the Soviet Union 
to study the capansion of clectric power to 1995, make 
preliminary forecasts concerning clectricity needs and 
the rate of growth, and select a number of types of 
sources of electricity to participate mm the source siruc- 
ture. 


The Stage I! general model was the stage of expanding 
and perfecting things. The forecasts concerning clectric 
power needs were revised, and the source structure was 
examined more closely. The role of Son La hydroelec- 
tricity with respect to the electricity system was clarified, 
and this was coordinated with examining the role of the 
Bac Nam super-high-tension landline. Initial mention 
was made of sources of nuclear energy, and the south’s 
sources of electricity to the year 2000 were examined 
more closely. 


In particular, the Stage 11 model examined the structure 
of Vietnam's electricity system in close conjunction with 
the plans to improve the zone electricity networks of 
Hanoi, Haiphong. and Ho Chi Minh City (which the 
Soviet Union also helped plan). The Stage I] mode! was 
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officially examined by the state and formed the basis for 
the finanical aid and equipment investment plans of the 
Soviet Union for the future expansion of Victnam’s 
electricity sector. 


In the near future, based on the agreement reached with 
the Soviet Union, the two countries will continue to do 
research on the Stage III general model. We have already 
much data for the Son La hydroelectric and Bac 
Nam super-hi ion landline investment plans. At 
the same time, the Stage II] model will do more indepth 
Studies on sources in the south based on exploiting the 
hydroelectric levels in the Dong Nai River. 


Overall, the general models are the wonderful result of 
the close and effective cooperation between specialists of 
the two countnes aimed at providing guildelines for the 
long-term expansion of Vietnam's clectricity system. 
This ts a good example of Sovict-Vietnamese coopera- 
tion. The Soviet Union has relied on the general models 
in order to make decisions concerning financial aid and 
investments for expanding Vietnam's electricity system. 


2. Plan for improving the clectricity systems of three 
important zones: Hanoi, Haiphong. and Ho Chi Minh 
City. 


The Soviet specialists have investigated the actual state 
of the electricity system im the three zones mentioned 
above, made forecasts concerning electricity consump- 
ton needs, formulated rational per-capita consumption 
norms, and drawn up designs concerning the structure of 
the network and stations. The plans have been compict- 
ed. and based on these, the Soviet Union has provided us 
with financial aid and sets of equipment. An important 
part of the plan has become a reality. 


Overcoming the great difficulties by improving and 
expanding the outdated and overloaded zone electricity 
systems that used a great variety of equipment, the 
designs have increased the capacity of the new sources 
provided to the above zones. At the same time. they have 


brought about important improvements. For example: 


The use of 110 kV electricity 1s more widespread. The 
transmission capabilities of the stations and nctworks 
have been increased. The clectricity supply system is 
now more reliable. 


The use of inefficient mid-level voltages such as 35 kV 
and 66 kV has been eliminiated or greatly limited. 


The use of the 6 kV network is gradually being phased 
out and replaced by a 10 kV network 


3. The electricity distribution networks of 35 kV or less 
are being improved and expanded 
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Previously, the Sovict Union thought that Victnam 
could handle this itself, But in cooperating with cach 
other, secing our difficulties, the Sovict Umon discov- 
ered the lack of conformity between the high-voltage 
carner network and the clectricity network of 35 kV or 
less. 


This posed a great obstacle for clectrical energy reception 
by the clectricity system. Thus, the Sovict Union decided 
to help Vietnam capand and balance the distribution 
network from 35 kV on down. This help was provided 
based on the following guidelines: 


To help Vietnam draw up designs in order to strengthen 
the distribution network nationwide so that 1 matches 
the high-voltage carrer network. 


To provide financial aid and equipment. 


To help Vietnam manufacture, repair, and supply cquip- 
ment needed for the distribution system, with the Sovict 
Union providing some of the raw materials and materials. 


Today, the foreign specialists continue to perfect the 
main plans. One of the basic plans for expanding the 
distribution network has been completed. That is the 
plan for electrifying Hai Hung Province, a test site for 
rural-area clectrification on a provincial scale. 


From the three basic programs discussed above, it can be 
seen that the clectricity sector has received much all- 
around help from the Sovict Union ever since lyberation. 


On the occasion of the 70th anniversary of the October 
Revolution and the 25th anniversary of DIEN LUC 
(now NANG LUONG), those of us working on Victnam- 
ese proyects would like to express our sincere gratitude to 
the great Sovict Union through thrs magazine. As for us, 
we must make better use of the the valuable and all- 
around aid given by the Sovict Union in cxapanding 
Vietnam's young energy sector. 
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Soviet Cooperation in Coal 
42090076 Hana TAP CHI NANG LUONG in 
Vietnamese Jul-Aug 87 pp S$, 6. 9 


[Article by Pham Ngoc Can. specialist with the X.D.C_B 
Institute, Ministry of Energy: “Sovict-Vietnamese Coop- 
eration in Expanding the Vietnamese Coal Indusiry™] 


[Text] Ever since the »nining region was liberated more 
than 30) years ago, the Vietnamese coal industry has 
received ever imcreasing amounts of all-around and 
effective help from the Sovict Union. This 6 evident 
from the following: 


|. Based on the agreements between the governments of 
Vietnam and the Sovict Union on coonomic and scren- 
tific and technical cooperation, the Sovict Union has 
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helped us conduct geological surveys and draw up 
designs, supplied materials and equipment. sent special- 
Sts 10 Supervise the planning and guide construction. 
installation, and operation. and seni production advisors 
m order to build: 


a. A number of opencut mines with a capacity of 4&5 
million tons per year 


b. A number of underground mincs with a capacity of 
3.95 million tons per year 


Altogether. the mines have a planned capacity of 12.45 
million tons a year. These mines are capected to be 
producing about 1) million tons by 1990. The other 
mines will begin producing after 1990. Through 1990. 
the coal output from the Sovict-anded mines will account 
for 80-85 percent of the coal sector's gross output 


c. Four sizing plants with a capacity of 9 8 millon tons 
per year. 


By 1990, besides the sizing plant at the Vang Danh mine. 
which went into operation a long time ago. only the 
Vong Bi sizing plant with a capacity of 0.9 muillron tons 
per year will be pul imto operation The other sizing 
plants will not be constructed during the pervod 1987. 
1990. They will be constructed afier 1990 


d. Three machine and repair shops 


The Uong Bi Electromechanical Plant went nto opera- 
tron mm 1969. 


The Cam Pha Central Machine Works will go into 
operation at the end of 1990) 


The Coc 6 Truck Overhaul Garage will go into operation 
at the end of 198° 


¢c. A 960-seat school for tramning mine workers went into 
Operation im the 1970s 


f. An economic and technical report on developing the 
Quang Ninh coal field to 1985 was prepared mm 197) A 
gencral model for cxpanding the coal industry to 1990 
and forecasts to the year 2000 were prepared mm 198) 


2. Leaders in the Sovict coal industry have frequently 
visited Vietnam and worked with the leaders om Voect. 
nam's coal indusiry 


After the 1980 vient by Minister BF Bratchenko. om the 
1981-1985 plan. the coal industry recerved help with the 
following 


The equipping of two road consiruction organizations 
actually two mechanized construction enterprises 


The equipping of the coal industry's geological survey 
organization 
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The equipping of mine first-aid stations. 


The Provision of cquipment and parts im order to 
maintain production at the mines already pul mto oper- 
atron: Ha Tu. Deo Nai. and Coc 6. 


The percentage as well as the absolute valuc of the 
matenals and equipment to maintain production has 
mecreased with every 5-year plan. This has become an 
important direction im the Sovict-Victnamese coopera- 
tive relationship 


Following the 1986 vrsit by Minister M1. Shchadov. the 
Vietnamese minister of mines and coal and the Sovect 
minister of coal industry approved “integrated organi, a- 
tronal and technical measures to improve the coal mndus- 
try during the pernod 1986-1990." The main objectives 
are as follows: 


a. To mamta production at the mines and plants 


b. To carry on syncromized construction at the projects of 
the sector and zones, such as improving the sizing plants 
and railroad statrons and tracks. 


«. To build a number of mines and machine works and 
put them into production during the period 1986-1990) 


d. The Sovect Union wall tram 1,000 people a year. lt will 
also provide additional traming to 200 technical workers 
and cadres a year to wmprove thew standards Thus 
tranming will be given at the enterprises of the Soviet 
Ministry of Coal Industry. 


Implementing the measures approved by the two minrs- 
trees and making mayor changes im our coal imdustry 
concerning organization, staff, and the quota and bonus 
system. in 1986 and the first 5 months of 1987. the coal 
imdusiry made clear changes and fulfilled or exceeded 
the plans concerning coal production, distribution. and 
construction and installation capital, and put proyects 
mto production. The norms fulfilled were $-20 percent 
higher as compared with the same period last vear 
(producing and distributing coal, removing the over. 
burden. and digging preparatory shafts) 


Implementing the resolutvon of the 12th Term of the 
Jount Committee of the Vietnamese and Sovict Govern. 
ments on Economic and Scientific and Technical ( oop- 
eration, mm April 1987, Soveet specialists from the Min- 
istry of Coal Industry, the State Planning C ommurssron 
the Minestry of Buriding. the Vocational Education (ren- 
eral Department, and the State Commission for Foreign 
Econome Relations ted by A.A. Pshenhichnyy. the 
Sovect vice menister of coal industry, and Victnamese 
specialests from the Ministry of Energy. the Ministry of 
Foresgn Trade, the State Planning Commiswon. and the 
Office of the Council of Menssters led by Tran Anh Vinh. 
the first vice munester of the Ministry of Energy. drafied 


an agreement between the governments of the Sovect 
tmon and Vietnam on synchronized coonome and 





systems, highways. and power lines—and improve the 
central railroad stations and cx, steng sizing plants. 


will have to be postponed because of a lack of investment 
capital and because they have not manifested results (the 
Duong Huy and Mao Khe sizing plants. cxpansson of the 
Cua Ong Port and Uong Bi clectromechanical plant, the 
Mao Khe mine well complica. and scam |! at the Nui 
Beo mine). These projects will be carrned on after 1990 


To prepare invesiment capital. make construction prep- 
arations, and build the following proyects 


— The Institute of Economics and Coal Planning 
—A 960-seal vocational school at Cam Pha 


—A production coordination harson system from the 
ministry to the corporations and enterprises 


— central storchouses to protect the equipment and 
materials 


—To equip a S00-bed hospital for workers in the coal 
industry 


—To build cultural centers for the workers in the Coc 6 
rone. 


—To provide additional equipment to the Mining Inst- 
tute for Screntific and Technical Research m order to 


carry on research projects 


—To build housing and other cultural and social 
proyects. 
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Bessdes thes. the drafi agreement also discusses the 
maticr of brotherhood between the enterprises of the two 
countnes 


3. To order to fulfill the obligations on both sides, a 
Vectnamese-Sovect Work Team on Cooperation m the 
Coal Industry. whech 1 subordmate to the Jom Com- 
muitice of the Vectnamese and Sovect Governments on 
Econom and Soentific and Technecal Cooperation. 
was established m 1982. Since then. a has held sn 
mectings. The saath mocting. which was held mm Moscow 
im June 1987. revsewed the umpiementation of the reso- 
lutvon of the Ith mecting of the jount governmental 
committee and the organizational and technical mea- 
sures for improving the coal mmdustry and cxamined 
improving cooperation at the Cao Son and Mong Duong 
mines and the Cam Pha Central Machine works and 
improving truck use Responsibilities on emplementing 
the draft agreement on synchromzed cooperation im the 
coal mndustry, mm burkdeng the social infrastructure and 
social life, on conducting screntific and technecal studies. 
m trammeng cadres. and im drawn, wp plans and supply- 
img materials were divided 


A group of Sovect specialists wri be organized side by 
side with the Institute of Economics and Coal Planning 
m order to strengthen on-the-spot planning with the arm 
of speeding up planning and promptly revising the mine 
construction dewgns at the Mao Khe. Vang Danh. and 
Mong Duong mines 


The documents on brotherhood between the Long Bi 
and Cam Pha coal corporations and the “Prokeopevugon 
and Kemerovougon” corporations will be signed. 


In summary. Victnamese-Sovict cooperation armed at 
developing the coal sndusiry has expanded well. C oop- 
eration has become more and more comprehensive and 
effective 


la order to further cxplon the results of Vietnamese- 
Soviet cooperatvon on the coal industry. the coal mdusiry 
must fulfill its obligations as stipulated im the draft 
agreement between the governments of the Sovect U non 
and Victnam on syachromred cconomn and technical 
cooperation in developing Vietnam's coal industry dur- 
mg the perrvod 1988-1990 and m the resolutrons con- 
cerned of the Vietnamese-Sovict Work Team on cooper- 
atvon on the coal yadustry and of the Jount Commutice of 
the Vietnamese and Soviet Governments on Economic 
and Screntific and Techmecal ( coperatron 
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[Article by Engencer Le Bich Thang. State Scsentific and 
Technical Commemwon “The Small Coal Menes ¢. Our 
( owntry | 








Managing and exploiting the small coal mrncs on order to 
achieve high coonomuc results 1 a mayor probiem that 
requires that additional studies be made through many 
imtegrated projects. In thes artecte. | would tke to discuss 
the potential of the small coal menes and the use of these 
mMuincs to support energy needs mn Vectnam. 


The coal reserves of Viet Thai mine, Nghia Dan Destrict, 
Nghe Tinh Province, are estemated to be 198,000 tons. 
The coal 1 mined using shaft mines. There are a large 
number of small peat menes. parteculartly mm the Nam Bo 


mines mm recent years. In mining. sizeng, washing, and 
protecting the coal at the small muenes. there are huge 
losses. The age of the workers has dropped. production 
costs have increased. and there 1s waste during transpor- 
tatron. One reason for the loss of coal at the small muncs 
18 that all the coal « not mined from the scams. Only 
about 60-80 percent 1s mined. The amount of coal left 
greater than stipulated The shovels mia the coal with the 
overburden and this 1s left mm the waste ficlds. Water 
dramage 1s not handled well, and coal 1s washed away by 
the 


percent. Lowses at the opencut mines are | 1-1 5.5 percent. 
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The destruction of the environment caused by opcratung 
small mencs os another urgent problem. Much agricul- 
tural land 1s used as waste fickds. and the waste rock has 
changed the natural course of streams. Ths has caused 
flooding om a number of places. dred up canals used by 
boats. and polluted water sources 


Survey work has ma satisfied the need to open mines. 
The survey periods are too long There ss no stable 
market, and prices are not ratronal. In general, there 1s 
no policy armed at developing the small coal mincs. 


Potential and Direction of | se 


Today. coal rs stell an emportant source of energy for our 
country’s cconomec sectors and for cxports, and ut wll 
continuc to be an wmportant source om the future. In the 
1981-1985 plan, owtput reached only 5.7 millon tons :n 
1985. We ded not het the target (8-9 mallron tons per year) 
put forth at the Fifth National Party Congress. This has 


i 
. 
3 
— 


[2 Oct 87 p ¥ 


[Text] In order to determine the potential of the small 
coal mines. mm previous years, large-scete surveys were 
conducted, and many coal depowts were discovered. In 
the northeest. coal depowts have recently been discov- 
ered at Khaw Leng. Huo Xa, and Noong U on Dien Bren 
District, Las Chau Province, Huo: La, Ga CoCu, 
and Na Sung in Quynh Nhai District, Son La nce. 
Ngoc Luong and Yen Thuy in Ha Son Binh Province. 
and Muong Chem in Son La Province. These discoveres 
have grcatly mncreased the predicted potential for meds- 
um-rank coal mm Tay Bac as compared with before 1980. 
A number of small coal mines have been pul mio 
operation with good results. The Railroad Cenecral 
Department has mined the Na Sung coal mene in order 
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10 Operate the trains and solve some of the problems 
concerning rich coal. The surveys have shown that the 
northwest 1s poor in coal. particulariy mch coal. Simular- 
ly. central Vietnam. too. 1s poor in coal. The coal in 
Nong son 15 anthracite. That in Ngoc Kinh 1s semi- 
anthracite. 


In carrying on surveys for coal in Central Vietnam. 
investments must be made in the areas subordinate to 
the Quang Nam-Danang coal ficlds and along the Ca 
River and in the other smal! coal mines to suppor local 
small-scale mining. About 100 peat deposits have been 
discovered. All of the localities in the Nam Bo Delta 
have peat deposits. but these are concentrated in the U 
Minh area in Minh Hai and Kien Giang provinces. the 
Hon Dat and Kien Luong areas in Kien Giang. and the 
Dong Thap Muo: and Varr co areas in Dong Nai. Saigon 
has peat deposits. In the Red River Delta, there are many 
small peat deposits Peat reserves are estimated at 300 
millon tons. The coal layers in U Minh are located in 
areas only 2 meters above sea level. The peat area 
comprises about 300 sq km. with the peat layers 1.07 to 
1.43 meters thick. The quality of the coal 1s good. with a 
heat value of 3.659 to 5.160 kcal/kg and a relatively low 
sulphur content. 0.16-1.63 percent. In 1976. peat 
reserves in the | Minh area were estimated at 300 
million tons. But since then. there have been serious 
forest fires. and the peat was burned. too. More recent 
surveys have estimated reserves at only 150 million tons. 


Peat has also been found in other provinces such as Dong 
Thap. An Giang. Hau Giang. Cuu Long. Dong Nai. and 
Song Be. Based on preliminary investigations. the peat 
reserves are est'™ated to be 2-3 millon tons in Hau 
Giang Province and 5-7 million tons mn Song Be. How- 
ever, the quality of the peat in these provinces 1s inferior 
to that in the U Minh area. The heat value is lower, the 
sulphur and ash content 1s higher. and there 1s low 
disintegration. In the Central Highlands. the Chua Dang 
peat deposit in Dac Lac Province was discovered in 
1984. Today. 36 peat deposits of industial value have 
been evaluated. In general, the quality of the peat 1s poor. 
Most of the coal can be burned for heat. A number of 
coal deposits of no local industrial value. such as those at 
Cam Yen and Phu My in Thanh Hoa Province and Ninh 
Son in Hanoi, were discovered in 1984. In Pho Bang in 
Ha Giang Province. Bai Chay in Quang Ninh Province. 
and Thach Thanh and Dong Son in Thanh Hoa Prov- 
ince, only smal! pockets and veins have been found. 


Lignite has been found in many places such as Coc Leu. 
Xan Ngot. Dang Khe. Quang Mac. Maw A, aud Co Tiet 
in Vinh Phu Province. Duc Quang in Hoang Licn Son 
Province. the Ba Vi area, and from the Vietnamese- 
Chinese border to Hanoi. Surveys have shown that the 
seams of most of these lignite deposits are less than | 
meter thick and that changes can occur very suddenly. 
Thus, these are of local industrial importance only. 
These deposits can be mined only on a small scale. In 
Hang Mon in Son La Province. a coal deposit 1.3 sq km 
in area has been discovered. Nine veins have been found. 
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of which five are of industrial thickness. The thickness of 
the veins ranges from 0.1 to 5.4 meters. The quality of 
the coal 1s relatively good. and ut can change form hgnite 
to long-burning coal. The coal can be used as a source of 
energy to Operate trains. In 1985. the Khe Bo coal mine 
in Nghe Tinh was esimated to have reserves of 1.7-2.5 
million tons. which 1s in accord with developing the 
small mines. The coal 1s of good quality and has a heat 
value of 8.618 kcal/kg. Surveys on the Central Highlands 
have found a number of lignite deposits. These include 
deposits in the Di Linh and Bao Loc zones in Lam Dong 
Province and in the Dai Lao. Lam Son. and Sum Lac 
zones. The deposits stretch over an area approximately 
1.500 sq km and consist of from one to four coal veins. 
The Dai Lao deposit could turn into a mine with an area 
of 20 sq km and four veins 1-2 meters thick. The 
structure of the veins 1s relatively simple. The coal 1s of 
average quality. with a heat value of 5.508 kcal/kg. 
Reserves are estimated al approximately 3 million tons. 
There are proven reserves of | million tons. This coal 
can be mined to support local needs 


Al the Poco-Song Ba coal deposit in Gia Lai-Cong Tum 
Province. imitial surveys have shown that the Neogene 
Stratum. which is anywhere from 50-600 meters in 
depth. contains from one to three seams of lignite with 
the thickness of the seams ranging from 0.3 to 2.7 
meters. There are scams up to 16 meters thick in Dac To. 
Cong Tum. Plaiku, Bau Can. and Mong Giang. The 
potential of the mines has been evaluated. 


In Dac Lac. a lignite vein was recently discovered al a 
depth of 30 meters. The seam 1s approximately 2 meters 
thick. Thus, lignite reserves in Gia Lai-Cong Tum and 
Dac Lac have been estimated at more than | million 
tons. This 1s suited to the scale of small mines. In the 
Nam Bo Delta. exploratory drilling for underground 
water and oi! and gas in Can Tho and Vung Tau has 
revealed a number of layers of lignite at a depth of 300 
meters. There are one to four vers. At a depth of 
100-200 meters, the thickness of the vein has been 
determined to be | meter or more. In general, during the 
past period. urgent surveys of the small coal deposits 
have been carried on in the localities, and a number of 
new deposits of local industrial value have been found. 
These include the Muong Cham and Na Sang deposits in 
Dien Bien: the Huo: En deposit in Muong Pon, Dien 
Bien: the Lap Thach deposit m Xuan Lon. the Ba Vi 
deposit in Suo: Har. the Hoa My deposit in Chuong My: 
and the Ninh Son deposit. Another 39 peat deposits have 
been discovered and evaluated in Bac Bo. Nam Bo, and 
Trung Bo. A number of these deposits are being surveyed 
and mined. In general. the reserves of tue recently- 
discovered coal deposits are low. The quality 1s average 
and 1s in accord with small-scale mining to provide 
direct support to the local economic sectors, particularly 
energs 


For a long time, many people have tended to slight the 
development and exploitation of small mines. As a 
result. the potential of the small mines 1s still very great. 
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They have not been exploited well. In some places. the 
mining Operations are wasteful and affect the environ- 
ment. In order to improve the economic results of 
conducting surveys and extracting coal from the small 
coal mines in Vietnam, we propose: 


1. Techniques must be studied. and mining operations 
must be carried on in accord with the special geological 
characteristics of the coal in each region and cach 
locality in order to improve the coal extraction factor al 
each small coal mine. In order to reduce the cost of 
geological surveys and quickly put the small mines into 
operation, we propose that cach time a smal! coal deposit 
1s discovered, the survey should be limited to gather..g 
only enough information to evaluate the economic and 
technical potential concerning coal so that those con- 
cerned can work the mine. This process is one of carrying 
On mining operations and conducting additional geolog- 
ical surveys. The survey costs will be calculated as part of 
the mining costs. 


2. With respect to the small coal mines. manual and 
mechanized mining must be coordinated, and the abun- 
dant labor forces in the localities must be used well. The 
coal supply and consumption problem must be solved in 
a timely manner. 


3. Suitable amounts of money must be invested to limit 
coal burning and control dust and conbustible gases at 
the small coal mines. 


4. Coal sizing and washing must be handled well, and the 
value and use value of the coal must be increased. There 
must be strict stipulations regarding coal use standards 
and norms for the use objectives. 


5. Mining and using coal and managing the small mines 
must be closely related to protecting the surrounding 
environment. There must be close coordination between 
the research, survey, design, building, and coal mining. 
sizing. washing. use. and protection tasks and between 
the local economic sectors. 


6. The state must quickly promulgate a law on mincral 
resources in order to have a legal basis for reestablishing 
order in surveying and mining the small deposits. The 
Capital Construction Commission must soon implement 
capital construction investment statutes for small mines. 


7. In order to exploit the small coal mines quickly in 
accord with the mineral deposits, equipment, labor. and 
capital of the localities and quickly achieve economic 
results, small mines musi be built in accordance with the 
regulations and techniques. Safety must be maintained. 
Unnecessary procedures and distractions must be 
reduced. Sources of capital for putting the mines into 
operation must be obtained quickly. and there must be 
plans for gradually manufacturing or importing mining 
equipment for the small mines. 


11943 





VIETNAM 


Rubber Application Pack Factory Goes Into 
Operation With Soviet Aid 

42090080b Ho Chi Mink City SAIGON GIA PHONG 
in Vietnamese 11 Now 87 pl 


{Aruclke by D.C. “Vietnamese-Sovict Cooperative 
Project: Rubber Application Packs Produced on a Scale 
of | Millon Packs Per Year") 


[Text] On the morning of 7 November 1987. the cadres 
and workers at the Da: Thanh Rubber Enterprise (South- 
ern Rubber Industry Corporation) put the rubber appli- 
cation pack production chain into operation in time to 
commemorate the 70th anniversary of the October Rev- 
olution 


This 1s a factory of the rubber processing industry in the 
city. It has the largest production scale ever. The Soviet 
Union provided sets of equipment and machinery. The 
factory operates in accord with the latest Sovict tech- 
niques. Rubber application packs are produced using an 
automated production chain instead of the previous 
semimechanical production chain. With 10 vulcanizing 
machines, with cach one having & steam molds, the 
factory can produce | million packs a year. All of the 
products will be exported to the Soviet Union. During 
the final 2 months of 1987. the factory will produce 
20,000 packs for export 


On this occasion, the Municipal People’s Commiutice 
awarded the Ho Chi Minh City emblem to two Soviet 
specialists, Mr K.B. Vasilivich and Mr G.G. Miutropha- 
novich. 
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National, Soviet Workers Operate Four Drilling 
Platforms Off Coast 

42090079) Ho Chi Mink City SAIGON GIAL PHONG 
in Vietnamese 6 Now 8? pl 
[Article by Neuyen Duc Lien: “Today, Bach Ho Is 
Brimming With Good News” ] 


[Text] Four fixed drilling platforms are operating in the 
Bach Ho drilling zone. From the stacks spurt bright red 
flames. Nearby are the Crum dock gas pumping station 
and the Ekhabi drilling ship 


An MI-8 aircraft landed on drilling platform No 3, where 
almost 100 Vietnamese and Soviet engineers and work- 
ers from the coastal drilling and mining departments 
work. In this production zone. about 10 Vietnamese 
workers are shoring up and cementing well No 5. Nguyen 
Van Truong, the chicf geological engineer, took a break 
and told me the latest news: well No 64 (well No 4) has 
gone into production. As compared with previous wells. 
oil Output at this well 1s very great 
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Al the extraction level. two large tanks continuously take 
oil from the drilling well. When the tanks. 60 cubic 
meters, are full, the oi! 1s pumped to the Crum. When 
full, the gas 1s separated and burned off day and night 


The deputy head of the extraction uni, platform No 3. 1s 
Engineer Nguyen Phan Phuc. age ¥). Phuc came this 
tume in order to change shifts with the head of the unit, 
A.V. Grisin. 


The workers on platform No 3 have matured in many 
ways. Eighty percent of the engineers and workers are 
Vietnamese. Mr Singusky. the chief engineer with the 
Coastal Drilling Department, said that “this drilling unit 
has been here for 2 years now and so there are no 
divisions between the Victnamese and the Soviets. We 
have great confidence in the labor capabilities and skills 
of the Vietnamese.” 


Besides its own tasks. the unit on platform No 3 has 
readied 10-15 men to strengthen the other platforms. 
These include technical engineers. two foremen. and 
drilling shift leaders 


Of all the drilling platforms at Bach Ho. Drilling plat- 
form No 3 is one of the largest producers. Mr Grisin said 
that “we have registered to accept additional emulation 
norms. Today. well No 4 1s producing very well and can 
fulfill the yearly plan. Those in the Drilling Department 
are to be praised for completing work on the well on 
tume. This well has a high output, and the quality of the 
oil 18 good. This is a mayor achievement of the Vietnam- 
ese-Soviet laborers at drilling platform No 3.” 


Aircraft continued to bring visitors to platform No 5. 
which has been in operation for only about a month now. 
Chief Engineer Acopian said modestly that “on this 
platform, we and our Vietnamese colleagues are one. The 
laborers here have solidarity and are on excellent terms 
with each other.” He happily mtroduced himself as a 
person who grew up in Baku in Azerbayan. Baku 1s Vung 
Tau's sister city. Many of the Soviet engineers working 
on platform No $ are from Azerbayan. Mr Acopian 
talked about the socialist emulation movements. In the 
emulation movement to welcome the 42d National Day 
on 2 September and the 70th anniversary of the October 
Revolution, the petroleum workers on platform No § 
have worked day and night. They have worked very 
hard, but they understand the great importance of 
extracting oil. Because of this, they have all worked with 
great enthusiasm, and platform No 5 was built very 
quickly. It was completed 2 months ahead of schedule. 


During this important month of emulation. the Viet- 
namese and Sovict workers on platform No 5 have 
struggled to fulfill the planned norms assinged by the 
Joint Vietnamese-Soviet Oil and Gas Enterprise. Their 
great resolve 1s to make drilling platform No 5 the best 
platform 
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Just as at the other projects. at the ocean drilling piat- 
forms. the Vietnamese and Soviet workers are very close 
to each other. They discuss the work together enthusias- 
tically. Mr Acopian praised the Vietnamese workers for 
their understanding of and creativity in the oil and gas 
industry. which 1s very new to them. 


In the Bach Ho zone. flames burn brightly day and night. 
These are the flames of Vietnamese-Sovict frnendship. 
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Rubber Tree Area Doubled With Soviet 
Cooperation 


Ceremony Marks of Tapping 
42090079a Ho Chi Minh City SAIGON GIAI PHONG 
in Vietnamese 4 Now 87 pl 


[Article by Duc Thanh: “Begin To Tap the First 400 
Hectares of Rubber Trees Within the Framework of 
Vietnamese-Sovict Cooperation” | 


[Text] On the morning of 3} November 1987 at the Phu 
Rieng Rubber Corporation, the Rubber General Depart- 
ment held a ceremony to begin tapping 400 hectares of 
rubber trees. the first Victnamese-Sovict cooperative 
proyect on the rubber industry. Pham Van Hy, a member 
of the CPV Central Committee and the head of the 
Rubber General Department. and Mr 1.N. Simachov., the 
deputy economic counselor at the Soviet embassy, made 
the first cut. The Soviet specialists working at the state 
farm. together with the Vietnamese cadres, workers, and 
civil servants. participated in tapping the trees. 


During the past few years, with the help of the Soviet 
Union, the rubber industry has planted an additional 
140,000 hectares in rubber trees. doubling the rubber 
area planted during the 100 years of French rule. 


After the ceremony. the Rubber General Depariment, 
the Soviet specialists. and representatives of the more 
than 150,000 cadres, workers, and civil servants in the 
rubber industry organized a meeting to commemorate 
the 70th anniversary of the Crctober Revolution. 
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Soviet Specialists Train 3,000 Workers 
420900804 Ho Chi Minh City SAIGON GIAL PHONG 
in Vietnamese 7 Now 87 pl 


[Article by Tran Cong Tan: “Remember These Soviet 
Friends” 


{Excerpts} Altogether, 52 specialists have helped train 
more than 3.000 workers in the rubber sector to repair, 
operatic, and maintain the vehicles and machines and 74 
workers to drill underground wells 
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The party and state have entrusicd the rubber sector with 
the following task: By the year 2000. u must cooperate 
with the Soviet Union in planting 300.000 hectares in 
rubber trees. From now until 1990. 1 must overcome the 
difficulties in order to plant 110,000 hectares. Other 
Soviet specialists will Continue to come to Vietnam to 
help the rubber sector fulfill its obligation of cooperating 
with the Soviet Union. Along the bumpy roads of Dong 
Phu and Phu Ricng. specialists A.K. Giudokin, AK. 
Chelikko, V.U. Muratkin. and V_F. Kholepno: are dili- 
gently visiting the production installations. In the Binh 
Long area, which was devastated during the war, Amer- 
ican bombs and mines concealed beneath the ground 
continue to kill workers. Soviet mechanics are also 
working in Dau Tieng. an historical area of great herorsm 
and terrible suffering 


The head of the team of Sovict specialists mm the Vict- 
namese rubber sector, Engineer P.D. Kovalenko, who 
used to be the vice president of a federation of agro- 
industrial enterprises im Kiev, said that the “11 special- 
ists who have come to Victnam this time include 
mechanical engineers. design and construction special- 
1Sts, agricultural and soil specialists. materials and equip- 
ment supply specialists. and mechanics with high tech- 
nical standards. Although they are working separately in 
many different places. they form a unified unit whose 
task 18 10 participate in reclanming wasicland and plant- 
ing and caring for the rubber trees.” 


The Soviet specialists are also participating im rarsing the 
standards of the cadres and mechanics at the Phu Rieng 
and Dong Phu corporations and of the drivers and 
machine operators at the Dau Tieng and Binh Long 
truck and rubber enterprises. Together with the people at 
the Institute of Economics and Technology and the 
Projects Corporation, they are doing research on soil and 


projects and designing sector projects 

The creative labor strength of the Sovict and Victnamese 
specialists will lead to success in growing and processing 
rubber products in Vietnam 
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™ — Minh Enterprises Export Shirts to Soviet 


42090079 Ho Che Minh City SAIGON G14 PHONG 
in Vietnamese 6 Now 8” op 4 


{Article by |. Nikalov: “In Only 2 Days. the People of 
Moscow Purchased ¥).000 Shirts Made in Ho Chi Minh 
City” ] 


[Text] For more thar a year now. the Moscow Federa- 
tion of Sewing Enterprises has been capanding its rela- 
tionship with the sewing enterprises in Hano: and Ho 
Chi Minh Cty 
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This began in January 1986 when | Cremnesky, the 
director-general of the federation. and | came and visited 
almost all of Vietnam's sewing enterprises. | saw that the 
quality of a number of types of goods and the equipment 
at the enterprises was relatively good. | was very 
impressed by the labor organizations at the Nha Be 
Sewing Enterprise. We signed a contract with this enter- 
prise. We provided cloth and essential technical docu- 
ments to the enterprise. This year. we have recevied 
¥),000 shirts from Ho Chi Minh City. Nothing needs to 
be said about the quality of the shirts. The people of 
Moscow bought out the first shipment in just 2 days. 
This year, based on a spirit of expanding the brotherly 
relationship with Hanoi we wall establish tes with the 
X\-10 Sewing Enterprise. Using our patterns and cloth. 
this enterprise will produce $00,000 shirts by 1988. I 
think that we can further solidify and expand coopera- 
ton between us. Recently, our enterprises welcomed 150 
Vietnamese girls who came here to study and work. We 
have readied dormitories for them and selected tutors 
for them. Our tradition 1s to help new people gain skills 


in production. 


“| hope that these Vietnamese girls feel that they are 
among good tnends.” sand D. Nupot, the supervisor at 
the cutting workshop. 


The Moscow Production Federation 1s composed of six 
enterprises in five Sovect cities. Each year, the federation 
produces more than |! millon men’s and children’s 
shirts. At the end of the 5-year plan. production will 
increase 10 percent. Many things depend on using new 
techniques and perfecting labor organization. Naturally. 
cooperation between the Sovict and Vietnamese sewing 
enterprises 1s very important 


11943 
——— With Soviets in Consumer Goods 


4209000664 Hana NGOAl THLONG on Vietnamew 
* Vin A’ p 4 


{Article by Nhat Nguyen: “Cooperation in Consumer 
Goods Production Between Victnam and Soviet 
Umon”] 


[Text] Contract production of consumer goods 1s one of 
many important forms of cooperation among nations in 
the Council of Economic Mutual Assistance. Many 
socialist countries including the Soviet Union, which 1s 
and will be our top customer. have signed contracts with 
us for leather shoes and woven and tailored clothings 


According to plan. from 1987 to 1990. export of contract 
goods to the Soviet Umon will increase many times— 
woven and textile goods. from 9 million to nearly 20 
mithon articles, cotton towels, from 2.5 to $ millon 
items, cotton clothings. from 9 muillron (1988) to 16.5 
million stems, and fabric clothings. from 17 to 61.5 
millon ttiems. Especially. leather hats and leather shoes 
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will shoot up from 2 to 130 millon pairs. The contract 
production formula calls for supply of raw and sccond- 
ary matenals and machinery and cquipment by the 
Soviet Union, within ts own possibilities. Victnam 
furnishes labor and delivers its finished products to the 
Soviet Union. Thus. both sides stand to gain. The 
customer saves a great deal of manpower and pays Icss in 
manufacturing costs. The contractor provides tens of 
thousands of laborers with stable employ ment. improves 
worker skills, takes delivery of mew machinery. and 
acquires conditions for renovating and updating its 
production facilities. 


To bring the contract cooperation process to fruition. 
last August and September the Sovict Union sent in 
delegations of capital construction specialists to study 
the topography of our installations and localities to help 
us expand existing factones. More Soviet production 
technique specialists were dispatched to our weaving. 
dressmaking, and hat-and-shoe factories. Currently, 
Soviet specialists work at nearly all our factornes 


First of all, the Vietnamese side should go out of its way 
to amehoratc and expand caxrsting installations and build 
new production areas and warchouses. striving to supply 
production with enough water and clectric power. More- 
over, we should train promptly a large number of reliable 
high-skill workers to mect the increasing need for more 
and better goods and the unceasing changes in designs 
and fashions. Especially, we should consolidate export- 
import corporations (woven stems. clothing. and leather 
shoes) by training personnel, assigning qualified mana- 
gcrial and vocational cadres and devising the most 
efficrent organizational and managerial measures At the 
same time. we should develop transportation capabil:- 
tes. This 15 now a difficult problem masmuch as our 
soviet friends usually deliver raw materials in contamers 
and want us to do the same with our finished products 
Contamerization calls tor an urgent need for coniamer 
ports. Furthermore, we should carry out a contract price 
Structure that fits in with production conditions and 
should gradually stabilize the housing situation and 
insure ratronal and equitable wages for laborers 


Vietnamese-Sovict cooperation im contract production 
of consumer goods 1s full of promises. However. that 
cooperation can deliver the goods only with modern and 
constantly upgraded machinery and equipment, quality 
raw materals and supphes and tumely shipments. 
enabling us to make standard products and compete 
successfully im world markets Especially. producers 
must comply strctly with technical regulations and 
avord deceptive and erratic production practices 


92) VOR 809 

Soviet | nion Sends More Supplies to ( offee 
Growers 

420000664) Hane NGOU THLONG om tl retnamew 
JS Now’ pd 


[Text] The Umon of Coffee Enterprises (Ministry of 
Agriculture and Ministry of Food Industry) says that, in 
the first 10 months of thes vear, Vietnam had received 
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18.000 tons of merchandise from the Sovict Union in 
accordance with the program of cooperation to develop 
the coffee crop— 700 tons more than the same pernod last 
year. During thal period. the Victnamese side had also 
fulfilled us plan for coffee exports to the Soviet Union 
within the program of bilateral cooperation on coffce 


production 


Since the beginning of this year. at Nha Trang Port the 
Vietnam coffee supplics enterprise has received 11 
Sovict shipments of supplics. materials, fertilizer. fucl. 
machinery for land reclamation. mechanical spare parts. 
and building matcrials. 


This year, in response to Vietnam's request, the Soviet 
Linon has delivered 120 tons of spare parts for equip- 
ment and machinery—a sevenfold increase over 1980 
The year's plan for delivering and receiving | 2.000 tons 
of gasoline and diesel has been fulfilled. Honormg a 
Vietnamese request, the Soviet Union has brought m 35 
three-wheelers for the protection of state coffee farms. 


Making achievements to salutc the 70th anniversary of 
the October Revolution, the coffee-supplies enterprise 
has coordinated with cadres and workers at Nha Trang 
Port to unload 950 tons of goods and supplies from the 
Soviet ship |Mosanko] in just 3 days. It has also coord)- 
nated with receiving units to haul 243 tons of merchan- 
dise straight from the port without gorng through the 
storing stage. thus saving 400.000 dong on the 
[Mosanko] cargo. in terms of receiving and transporta- 
tron costs 


971 VOR ws 


Progress, Problems of Finnish Project at Pha 
Rung Assessed 


‘Nothing Goes as Expected 


1500027 Helanks HURKTLDSTADSBLADET im 
Sucdish 4 Now AT pi? 


{Article by CariGustay Linden: “The Pha Rung Ship 
yard: Much Remains to Be Done”) 


[Text] The shop repair yard in Pha Rung. Vicinam ts 
Finland's biggest single foreign and project. Yet three 
years after its opening. the Finns do not dare predict 
when they will hand the project over 


“The shipyard would go downhill if we turned « over 
now.” sand Seppo Saarela. the proyect director 


The shipyard 1s nevertheless an cxample of a foreign ard 
proyect that works 
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The shipyard was dedicated in the spring of 1984 by then 
foreign minister Paavo Vayrynen. To daic about 50 ships 
have been repaired by Victnamese working under Finn- 
ish supervision. Quality and cfficrency have not attained 
the levels the Finnish advisers are striving towards, but 
in Vietnam Pha Rung 1s a model shipyard 


Betore the Pha Rung shipyard was built there was no 
other ship repair yard in all of Victnam. Commercial 
ships had to be sent to foreign shipyards. which required 
hard-to-find foreign currency 


Three Soviet ships have been repaired here: When qual- 
ity has been mmproved. the shipyard will be able to take 
im more foreign ships and thereby valuable dollars as 
well. But according to Seppo Saarela. the Victnamese 
have a ways to go before they reach this pomt 


“We've talked a lot about quality and competitiveness 
but thes has not borne fruit.” 


There are technical shortcomings principally with finrsh- 
ing. they paint so the ship will look good. not to protect 
the huil 


Efficrency 1s tar too low. The shipyard must bring work 
to costly halts owing to shortages of cnergy and material 
During the dry season all clectricity goes into pumping 
water oul of the moe paddies. A mew clecinc cable was 
supposed to have been finished mm June, but has been 
delayed. Despite assurances, if 1s not certain that the 
clectrical supply will be msured by the cable 


The pace of work 1s not what 1 ought to be cither, The 
400) workers must spend some of then time moonhghting 
© a5 to provide for thei famiics 


Most I:kely the problems enumerated by Seppo Saarcla 
are familiar to anyone who knows anything aboul foreign 
and work. nothing gocs as cape cted 


The Pha Rung shipyard has given the foreign ministry a 
number of headaches Perhaps they thought the Voct- 
namese would work for ihe shipyard with the same spirit 
they waged war against the 1S. Thes has not been the 
case. It took twice as jong as planned, five years. to build 
the shipyard. The shupyard operated as a trade school 
and the Vietnamese construction workers were regularly 
rotated out. There was no maternal, machines or energy 


Finnish construction workers advised the proyect. result 
ing in a high wages line on the tinal accounting ( lose to 
40) percent of the 190 muillron markkas spent by Finland 
went for wages. The oral budget was 76 millon 
markkas 


L pwards of 3.500 Vietnamese and about 70 Finns took 
part in the construction. The major responsibility was 
for road and water management 
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A luthe more than three years ago training of shipyard 
staff began. Last spring four Finnish advisers came from 
Wartsila Marin to teach marketing. the application of 
technology. maintenance and business follow-up. 


By the end of 1988. when the advisers are to turn Pha 
Rung over. Finland will have spent about 250 millon 
markhas 


The machinery has already been heavily used. 


“There ts no preventive maintenance, no upkeep here. 
First of all we have to get the machines back into thei 
onginal condition—ihen we can start maintaining 
them.” sand Seppo Saarcla. 


A mayor problem rs spare parts. which take a long time to 
acquire. The Vietnamese are more inicrested im repair- 
ing ships and carning moncy than in maimtaiming the 
machines. 


“This 1s 4 poor country. there's no technical knowledge 
But in Vietnamese terms the shipyard 1 now operating 
at full capacity.” sand Tapan: Vuokko. who teaches 
mainicnance 


Thes last fact 1s the most important the shipyard 1s 
operating and the Vietnamese can repair ships there 
themselves. Finnish standards are not the arm 

What would hapoen if Finland handed ocr the shupyard 
today” 


‘The Vietnamese would run it themselves. but without 
hard currency they can't buy maternal and mmportant 
spare parts. They may also have rehed too much on 
Finnish help and not tried for themscives.” Saarcia said 


But a good example of how it could go 1s 4 few kilometers 
away a Shipyard the Poles built and turned over to the 
Vietnamese without trammng them. It 1s still not in 
operation 


The shipyards management vill nov begin to market 
the shipyard abroad as well 


“Classificatvon at the shipyard docs foi come up to 
miernational requirements. but with supervisors the 
quality can be brought up. Supervisors are needed 1m ail 
sectors, on Finland. for instance. they are certamly very 
important” 


“The Sovect ships which have been repaired here and 
had ther own advisers with them, and we told them that 
they should always have them ~ Saarcla sand 


Pirkko Kiviranta « another adviser from Wartsla 
Marin She teaches western-style reporting 
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“The Vietnamese are bright and learn casily. bul the 
language means that everything has to be interpreted and 
things go slowly. But if management 1s to do business 
they have to have regular reporting. ~ 


Joint Venture’ 


Pirkko Kiviranta also produces figures W artsila wants to 
have as the basis for a future joint venture in Pha Rung 
Discussions about an cxpansion begin im the late 
autumn. Even if the Vietnamese director of the shipyard 
1S enthusiastic, Wartsila os still wasting and secing 


“There may be some preconditions,” sand Seppo Aalto. a 
technical adviser. 


4 point venture company has been in the plans since the 
beginning. This would mean that the Foreign Ministry 
could withdraw from the project 


\coording to the plan, the advisers are supposed to leave 
Victnam on te fall of 1988. At that time the Victnamese 
are to take on total responsibility for the shipyard. No 
Finn on Pha Rung dares predict how this «)!! go Eff. 
crency. quality and business acumen must be improved 
irs 


With its present machinery the shipyard should be abk 
‘© operate for another 20 years. 


When construction of the shipyard began. voces were 
heard warnong that the shipyard would look attractive to 
the Soveet war fleet in the Pacific Ocean. There were 
reasons to worry. Norway set up an aid project to build 
sheng Doats om Vietnam. When the first boats were 
completed, the Vietnamese quite simply placed guns on 
deck and used them as patrol boats. 


As long as we're here, no Sovict war ships will be 
reparred here.” sad Seppo Saarela. 


Vietnamese Director Gives Views 


500027 Helanks HUFVUDSTADSBLADET in 
Swedith 4 Now 87 p 12 


hArocle by CarlGustav Linden: “Director Has Free 
Pein) 

| Teat) “We are ready to take in foreign ships for repairs. ~ 
sad Tonh Van Phan, the Vietnamese director of the 
shop reparr yard at Pha Rung. 


He belreves the shipyard 1s now domg quality work 


The management of the shipyard has had a freer rein 
given the new economic reforms in Vietnam. The ship- 
yard can now contact foreign shipping companies and 
prepare contracts 
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Trinh Van Phan sasd that the Pha Rung shipyard wall try 
to keep us proces 10-15 percent lower than those m 
neighboring countries. This 1s possible because of low 
wages 


“We are pleased with the quality. bul we can do better. 
At the Valmets shipyard in Finland I've seen machines 
to bend and cut stcel plates we want in Vicinam.~ 


The director of the shipyard ss imteresied m more 
advanced technology. To make difficult repairs, new 
mvestments or about $10 millon (45 millon markkas) 
are needed 


“We ourselves can use certain machines here nghi away. 
others perhaps in ten years when technical knowledge 
has grown im Vietnam.” 


Trinh Van Phan hopes for a yornt venture with Warisila 
and belreves Vietnam has al! that 1s needed to become a 
mayor shipyard natron. A mayor need for repairs wall 
arise not the least as Vietnam's natural resources gradu- 
ally start being cxplorted and shipped abroad 


“We want Finland (together with Wartsila). with its 
excellent shipyard reputation. to spread the good word 
about Vietnam ~ 


For about an hour we strolled around the area of the 
shipyard. The temperature was a sizzling 400 Centi- 
grade Winter 1s the busy season. In the summer the heat 
makes al) work unbearable 


The director of the shupyvard sand the staff works too few 
hours and that there are too man) production stoppages. 
Thos 1s mostly because of a shortage of electricity 


Yet there are more reasons. The 400 workers carn good 
salaries by Vietnamese standards but must nevertheless 
moonlight on company time to provide for thew fam- 
hes 


Trinh Van Phan sand that the average wage 1 about 
§.000 dong and that the best tramned carn upwards of 
10,000 dong per month. One dong vs officially about six 
Finnish pennmres With free lunch and other benefits. they 
earn an additional 1.000 dong per month 


In any event, thes 6 a good wage mn Vietnam. where civil 
servants often only carn between S00 and |. S00 dong per 
month. Few can survive on just one job 


We heard from another quaricr that workers complain 
about low wages that many do not carn more than 
S00-600 dong per month. Several weeks carher the 
director of the shipyard stated that the avcrage wage was 
4.000 dong 


We met only two workers. who were nol representative 
Both are highly trarnned and do prece-work. Both of them 
carn about 5.000 dong per month 
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Son 1s a work leader and Hung 1s a welder. They said they 
carned good salaries. Craftsmanship 1s rated on a |-10-10 
scale. Both Son and Hung have achieved 7 on the scale. 
Both have been to technical school and have worked 22 
and 15 years respectively. They live nearby in the 
shipyard’s own housing. 


The average Victnamese has no opportunity to select his 
job, he 1s assigned. A large number of the shipyard’s 
workers are women. They do the same work as men and 
receive the same salaries. 


Seppo Aalto, a technical adviser from Wartsila, believes 
the Vietnamese have learned the job quickly. Bul they do 
not always listen to his advice. 


“Here they work in groups. it's an old tradition and the 
group decides what 1s to be done. This means that they 
prefer to do the more interesting work that produces 
quick results.” 


A ship can thus remain at the yard for an unnecessarily 
long time so that tedious small preces of work do not get 
done. 


“I try to impress upon them the fact that the ship will not 
bring rice here from Saigon if it's in for repairs for five 
months.” Aalto said 


One of the most important tasks for Vietnam's commer- 
cial fleet 1s transporting foodstuffs all the way from the 
Mekong delta to the population in the north. 


FOOTNOTE: This year the Pha Rung shupyard will carn 
60 million Vietnamese dong (3.6 millon markkas) as 
compared with 50 millon the previous year. According 
to the shipyard’s director, thus far ships totaling 190,757 
dead-weight have been repaired. The shipyard’s dock 
can accommodate up to 15,000 deadweight, with 156 
meters as the greatest length 
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Winter-Spring Crop Planting Problems 
42090080 Ho Chi Mink City SAIGON GIAL PHONG 
in Vietnamese 11 Now 87 pl 


{Article by T.L. “1987/1988 Winter-Spring Crop: ‘Rural 
Ho Chi Minh City Encounters Problems Concerning 
Water, Fertshizer, Insecticides} 


[Text] During the 1987/1988 winter-spring season, the 
rural districts are carrying on production im conditions 
im which there 1s a lack of fresh water for the crops. The 
reason for this 1s that the amount of rainfall thes year was 
below normal, and water reserves in the fields and in the 
ground are lower than normal in the coming months. 
the water in the Saigon and Dong Nai rivers will be lower 
than normal, because water must be held back in the Dau 
Treng and Tm An reservoirs. As for fertilizer. the central 
echelon has not supplied the city enough to mect the 
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needs. Representatives of the rural districts discussed 
these two probiems (water and fertilizer) al a mecting to 
develop the the 1987/1988 winter-spring production 
plan organized by the Municipal Agricultural Service on 
the morning of 10 November 1987. Measures to over- 
come the difficulties were proposed. Besides repairing 
the banks and sluices im order to retain fresh water and 
keep out sca water. the localitees must ensure that the 
planting 1s done on schedule. As for fertilizer and insec- 
lucide the municipality has collected all available ferul- 
izet for the districts, particularly the key districts. At the 
same time. it 1s allowing the localities to borrow foreign 
currency to import additional fertilizer and insecticide. 
Al the end of the season, they can repay the moncy im 
export products. The districts are actively trying to 
obtain additional fertilizer by using cash on hand and by 
exporting goods or forming economic tes. 


Based on the expanded plan, thes winter-spring scason, 
the entire city must strive to plant 24.560 hectares im 
grain crops. vegetables, and short-term industrial crops. 
Of these, the main tiem 1s peanuts for export. This year's 
winter-spring crop area has not increased as compared 
with that of the 1986/1987 winter-spring season. Thus. 
efforts must be concentrated on mtensive cultivation in 
order to ensure that gram yields are greater than last 
year. 
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Soviet Television Begins Serving Viewers in Ho 
Chi Minh City 


Local, Soviet Officials Cut Ribbon 
42090077) Ho Chi Mink City SAIGON GIA PHONG 
im lietnamese | Now 87 pl 


[Article by V.Q. “On | November, the Sovict Television 
Station EKRAN Will Officially Begin Serving TV View 
ers mm the City” ] 


[Text] On the morning of 31) October, the municipal 
tclevisson station finished installing things and making 
technical adjustments at the EKRAN television station 
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in Ho Chi Minh City. Phan Van Khai. the chairman of 
the Municipal Peopie’s Commiutice, Do Duy Lien. the 
deputy chairman, and Mr Maslov. the Soviet consul 
general based in the city. cut the inaugural nibbon. 


According to news sources of the municipal television 
Station, the EKRAN television station will officially 
begin serving TV viewers in Ho Chi Minh City on | 
November 1987. During the penod 1-15 November, 1 
will be on ORIT from 0700 to 1130 hours (Victnam 
time) and from 1600 to 2400 hours. It will broadcast 
programs of the Moscow Television Station. After 15 
November, if there are any changes. the television sta- 
tion will issue a notice 


11943 
‘Valuable Cultural Gift’ on October Revolution 
Anniversary 
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{Article by Van Quang: “EKRAN., a Cultural Bridge” | 


[Text] “Hello. This 1s a program of the Sovict Television 
Station...” 


For the past several days. at 0900 hours, people im the 
city have been tuning in to watch television programs of 
the Soviet Televiston Station broadcast over the munic- 
ipal television station. They are very mterested in the 
current events, musical, feature film, and sports pro- 
grams Proadcast from the Sovict Union. Thas 1s a valu- 
able vvitural gifi that the government and people of the 
Soviet Union, by means of Saturday communist labor 
wages. have given to the people of the city on the 70th 
anniversary of the October Revolution 


For more than a month. the cadres, workers, and civil 
servants at the municipal tclevision station, together 
with the Sovict specialists, have worked hard to istall 
and adjust the equipment in order to put it into opera- 
thon im time for the anniversary of the October Revolu- 
von. 


Unlike the Hoa Sen 2 receiver, which transmits signals 
through the international television program satellite 
(Intersputnik), the EKRAN station recevies television 
signals based on the programs of the Soviet Central 
Television Station (OST ANKINO) broadcast from Mos- 
cow. The programs are relayed from a satellite im a 
Stationary orbit 46.000 km above the carth (at 99 
longitude cast and 00 degrees latitude), The EKRAN 
station in Ho Chi Minh City receives and broadcasts the 
signals. Because of the time difference. when the Sovict 
television station transmits the first signal at (S00 hours 
(Moscow time), it 1s 0900 hours in Ho Chi Minh City 


On the EKRAN station, the people of the city will be able 
to view arts and letters. children’s, sports, educational, 
and current events programs along with millions of 
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Sovict citizens. It can be said that thes 1s a bridge of 
fnendship to bring the peoples of Victnam and the 
Soviet Union even closer together. 


However, according to technicians of the municipal 
television station, initially, because the EKRAN station 
broadcasts on Channel | 2. the tclevrsson sets that use the 
old American system (FCC) and that are limited to 
Channel 10 will not receive thes channel. Channets | 
through 11! are all in use and so the EKRAN program: 
must be broadcast on Channel 12. The municipal ticle | 
son station has implemented measures to pul i .; 
EKRAN programs on a suttable channel in order to serve 
viewers. During the period 1-1! November. the station 
will broadcast programs on two channels, channels 9 and 
12. After that, quality will be stabilized. and programs 
will be broadcast on just one channel. 


In accord with the needs of viewers, the municipal 
television station 1s preparing broadcasters to translate 
the Russian language into Victnamese 
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Aeroflot Opens Office in Ho Chi Minh City 
42090077 a Ho Chi Minh City SAIGON GLAU PHONG 
in Vietnamese | Now 87 pl 


[Article by V.Q-: “Aeroflot Opens Office un Ho Chi Minh 
City”] 


[Text] On the afternoon of 31 October, Acroflot offi- 
cially opened a branch office at 4H Le Lor Street. Le 
Quang Chanh, the deputy chairman of the Municipal 
People’s Committee, and Mr Maslov. the Soviet consul 
general based in the city. attended the ceremony 


This 1s the first airline office of a socialest country to be 
opened in southern Vietnam 


The 12th S-year plan of the Sovict Union calls for the 
level of air traasportation between our two countries to 
merease 2.5 times as compared with the previous $ 
years. The Sovect airline industry will provide Vietnam's 
airline industry with much modern machinery and 


equipment. 
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Cambodian Monks Instructing in Schools 
42090077 Ho Chi Mink City SAIGON GIA PHONG 
in Vietnamese 3 Now 87 p 3 


[Article by Nguyen Huu Nehrep: “Hau Giang Mobilizes 
Cambodian Monks To Partscipate in Education” | 


[Text] There are more than 330,000 people of Cambo- 
dian ancestry living in Hau Giang Province. They com- 
prise approxmmately 13 percent of the population of the 
province. They are concentrated im the districts mm the 
former Soc Trang zone. During school year 1986/1987, 
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2.508 Cambodian children atiended kindergaricn. 
47,794 attended Level-l schools. 7.822 attended Level-ll 
schools, 857 attended Levei-Ill schools. and more than 


8.000 cadres and laborers attended edu- 
cation classes. Of these, 36.457 general-school students 
studied their national language. the ranks of the 


province's teachers are 1.415 teachers of Cambodian 
ancestry, of whom 653 are capable of teaching both the 
Vietnamese and Cambodian languages. In line with the 
situation before liberation, 1 was forbidden to teach the 
Cambodian language in the schools im the American- 
puppet zones. Only monks secretly studied the language 
im the temples. This 1s of great umportance with respect 
to the culture and education of the people of Cambodian 
ancestry in Hau Guang Province. 


In order to cxpand education im the arcas where large 
numbers of people of Cambodian ancestry live, the first 
task, and also a regular task, of the Hau Guang education 
sector 18 to clearly set targets for educational develop- 
ment on thes region. This must be done im order to create 
sources for trammg Cambodian cadres and gradually 
rarsing the cultural standards of the minority peoples 
This requires that conditions be created to enable these 
Cambodian children to study both the Vietnamese lan- 
guage and their national language. if they want to 


After decoding on the tasks, the next problem is to 
implement things. The Level-l schools have textbooks 
from the Ministry of Education, and the provimal edu- 
cation sector has implemented bilingual programs. After 
many years of caperimentation, Hau Giang has selected 
a reformed general curriculum and added a number of 
Cambodian language classes. This forms the maim cur- 
nculum of approxwmaticly 90 general schools with a 
bilingual program. At Level-ll, there are no official 
textbooks from the ministry. Hau Guang has prepared an 
expermmental curnculum and mstructional materials. In 
school year 1987/1988, thes will be umplemented on a 
trial bases on grades 8 and ¥ At Level-Ill, in school year 
1985/1986, Hau Guang organized a system of classes for 
minority students at the Hoang Dicu Middle General 
School (Soc Trang City), and thes can now serve as a 
basis for testing the Cambodian language curricuiun im 
the middie general schools 


Another important problem 1s to build a rank of minor- 
ity cadres and instructors. After many years of holding 
short-term traning classes, in school year 1986/1987, 
Hau Giang established a school to train instructors for 
remote and ethnic minority areas. The school trams 
Level-I mmstructors to teach the two languages in accord 
with the curnculum just as 1 done im middie normal 
schools. The Cambodian kindergarten teachers have 
been tramned separaicly al the province's primary normal 
schools. Level-ll and Level-lll imstructors have been 
trained based on the common curriculum in use at the 
higher schools and teachers colleges. 


Besides enrolling ordinary normal students from the 
ranks of youths who have completed higher and middic 
general school, Hau Giang 1s trying to make it possible 
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for Cambodian monks to participate m cducatonal 
activities. Qualified monks who have icf thew order or 
who are about to leave thew order can apply to attend 
Cambodian-language normal schools. While they are in 
the religious order, monks have the mght to take suppie- 
mentary education courses at the Level-l to Level-ill 
adult education gcnacral schools. The Provincial Associ- 
ation for Patriotec Monks’ Soldarity has decided that is 
members must partacupate om Level-l education 
tasks. It has opened a number of Level-l and Level-li 
ecncral classes for monks mn the province. After they gain 
the necessary cultural standards and have received 
teacher's trammeng. these monks will be sent to various 
localitees mn order to partecypate im clymunating illiteracy. 
providing Level-l general education to the Cambodian 
people, and encouraging the people to send thew chil- 
dren to school. In the past. the monks were the primary 
educational force om the lives of the Cambodian pcopic. 
Explortong thrs wonderful tradition 1s an umportant cle- 
ment in caplorting our integrated strength to implement 
the motto “the state and the people together looking 
after education” on educating the Cambodians. 
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Study Made of Ethnic Chinese Community in 


42090083 Hane DAN TOC HOT on lietnamew 
No 2 Apr-Jun 8&7 pp 18-40 


{Arucle by Mac Duong “Ethan Chinese in Mekong 
River Dehta™] 


{Excerpts} According to recent statestics, the 9 Mekong 
River delta provinces have 233.856 persons who by then 
own statement are cthnic Chinese (Footnote |) ( Accord- 
ing to Statestecal data of the Mckong River delta prov- 
mces as of August 1983) 


They are Vietnamese citizens and a component of our 
country’s ethan communities. In addition, m these 
localities there are more than S00 persons who by their 
own statement are overseas Chinese, ic. people having 
no Vietnamese nationality yet. or temporary residents. 
They are not Vietnamese citizens and do not enjoy the 
privileges granted by the Constitution of our country. 


Ethnic Chinese 1s the official designation recognized by 
our party. state. and National Assembly. (Footnote 2) (In 
all party and state official documents since 1955 they are 
called ethane Chinese. These Chinese compatriots have 
their own delegates in the Natronal Assembly) They are 
Vietnamese citizens of Han orgin who have 

here and have been living in harmony with the other 
nationalities rn Vietnam for a long time. We can also say 
that they are the Vectnamese who have been closely 
linked with the history of opening the Mekong River 
delta and with the struggic led by our party mm the Nam 
Bo rural arcas for nearly half century against oppression 
and exploration by the landlord class and against the 
colomalists and aggressors 





with people have long cursied and are quite sold 
and lasting. Most Chinese can speak Aimer and Vict- 
namese. They people from other cthnx groups. 


in | 
western Nam Bo. The cthnex Chinese m the Mekong 
delta maintain close with the Chinese commu- 
nitees on Ho Chi Minh City through berthplace and clan 


cations centers. Most Chinese here, mostly m the prov- 
meoes mm western Nam Bo (Minh Hai, Haw Giang, and 
Kien Giang), have come from Chaorhou (a district im 

Province adjacent to Fusan Province) area 
m Chena. Ca Mau (in Minh Hai Province) and Vinh 
Chau (on Hau Giang Province) are two areas where there 
18 a large population of Chinese from Chaozhou. In the 
central Nam Bo provinces (Ben Tre, Long An, and Tien 
Chang) the number of Chinese orginally from Guang- 
dong and Fujian is larger than that from Chaozhou. In 
An Giang Province thew numbers are about the same 
On the bases of thew ongm the ethan Chinese have two 
names on Vietnamese: the Ticu Chonese and the Quang 
Chinese (Footnote 3) (In the western Nam Bo provinces 
people are accustomed to calle the ethan Chinese of 


tecularly om the March 1976 census, the number of people 


remained was negligible But the communities of work- 
ing cthnec Chinese, the crtizens of socralest Vietnam. are 
still large and have been growing in numbers They have 
actively taken part in the construction of the new coun- 
tryside after the day of lheratron and joun ed the hasiec- 
level organizations of the revolutronary administration 


Most ethnic Chinese living in the Mekong delta, as we 
sand carher, have orginally come from Chaorhou They 
speak a common language. the Chaozhow dialect, which 
im Vietnamese is called the Trew language by the local 
people. The people who have ongmally come from 
Guangdong. Haman. Fuyan, and He (a group of Han 
people from the countryside of Shanghai) use the Ticw 
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| October 1979. the ethan Chinese 
7.151. the Vectnamese 
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Chinese of Chaozhou origin live in large numbers in 


Preseet b thax ( hinese Poputation in the Mebong Dette’ 


Prov moe Population Percentage Breatdown 

! Lomg An 700 Peopte 3* 
ong. 
Cruangdong f per. 
com, Fupan. 20 per- 
cent. Haman and He 

20 percem ** 
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percent. He. the rest 

’ Ren Tre 7.000 Cuangdong. 45 per. 
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percent. Haman. 10 
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4 Dong Thap 400 ——* 8 per 
cent _ il wer 
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Mekong delta provinces. many of them became 

cadres om the local admunistration_ In 1976, more than 90 
percent of the ethmec Chinese in Haw Giang, Minh Hai. 
and Cuu Long Provinces took an active part im clecting 
the National Assembly of reunified Vietnam Hundreds 
of young Chinese om Phu Quoc, “a Mau, Tho Chu Island, 
and the coastal areas of Rach Gna closely associated with 
the local armed forces mm carrying out activities armed at 
destroying the remarnning groups of reactionanes and 
back agarnst the Pol Pot chaque who had occu- 
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jong before the war on the southwestern 
In the of 
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widened the 
“Chenese refugees” modent to break out in Ho Chi 
ure 
to 





dcha. Most Chinese wing m cites and towns, who 
prmaniy were mch business poopie and owncrs of means 


country mm large numbers. They accounted for nearly 10 
percent of the cthne Chinese population mn the Mekong 
dcita. About §) percent of thes population were small 
business people and small owners (a few of them did flee 
the country) who were undecided about whether they 


and confidence mm remamuing where they were but also 
the fear that they could be the target for reprisals from 
both sides (Chena and Victnam) and that the war 
between Vietnam and China could widen through the 
ee a ee 
against the Beying-provoked cxodus m the late 1970's 
later became catremely complicated and tense In Minh 
Hai, Haw Giang, and Cuu Long Provinces, many work 
ing Chinese were resolutely fighting against villarnous 
propaganda arguments that were hostile to Vietnam's 


revolution and to socialism Al the same tome they 

bear sentimental challenges arrsing from jealousy. lack of 

confidence, and racial discrimination within ther bocal- 

ies. Following the faslure m the 1978 “Chinese refu- 

— ee Pol 
-leng 


gical situation of the ethnic Chinese mn the Mekong delta 
returned to normal mm | 980 


By the end of 1980 the class structure and social position 
of the ethan Chenese in the Mekong delta had basically 
changed The bourgeors commercial class and owners of 
trucks and large punks operating om river and sea arcas on 


mn - trading business to make profits and to 
gct rich and thus contributing to the markets 
the Mekong delta and in Ho Chi Minh City. But the 





m 
actively producing noe, beet, and onion, catching and 
collecting marine products. taking part in local 
activities and State cxport. and making contributrons to 
strengthening the socialist coonomy. In Ca Maw and 
arcas im Minh Hai and Kien Giang Provinces. the 
working Chinese have youned production collectives and 
cooperatives and have been taking part om developing 
agriculture. catching sea products wong the coast. rarsung 
domesixc animals and sca turtcs. building the state- 
operated economy. and working under the leadership of 
the local admunrstration for the purpose of fulfilling state 
production plans. with the many goals sect by the state 
and with capital and occupational means and tools 
provided by i. 


The working ethnic Chinese in the Mekong delta are 
cwizens of socialist Vietnam and onc of the national 
components of the SRV recognized by the Constitution 
and law of owr country In the 10 years that followed the 
lberation, the Chinese compatriots in the delta prov- 
mces were actively taking part mm management of the 
. Many working Chinese have been 
elected to party leadership organs. the administration. 
and mass organizations. Many Chinese have become 
core cadres im the administration and party leadership 
a 
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terms of language. psychology. occupations. and religron 
But among them there had been a group of working 
people having anti-inperalistec and antifeudal trad) 
tons and close relationships with the Vietnamese revo- 
lutionary movement Members of this group had been 
actively taking part in our people's two sacred wars of 
resistance agamnst the French and the Americans. Prior 
to 1975 the ethnic Chinese working population had not 
enjoved social equality, nor the mght to take part im 
management of the local administration. and the fruit of 
their labor had been caploned by the class of hourgeors 
landlords. and rich farmers and businessmen. who took 
advantage of them to get nich. The caplorting class of 


overseas Chinese and ethnic Chinese. in spite of thei 
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our party and of the achievements in socialist construc- 
tion they have made im recent years after the country 
became reunified 


Thess § also an sdeological need on the part of the 
working ethnic Chinese to show thei awareness of being 
a component in the great family of Vietnamese socialist 
nationalitres, a component that 1s cxrsting and develop- 
mg in today’s Vietnamese national community. 
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‘Lessons’ Learned From Improper Distribution of 
Materials Enumerated 

420900065 Hana TAP CHI QUAN DOI NHAN DAN in 
t etnamese Sep 87 pp 43-4 


Article by “Nguor Qan Sat” (Observer): “Some Lessons 
rom the Improper Distribution of Maternals mn the Crvi! 
Aviation General Department”) 
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{Text} Public opinion within and outside of the army is 
following the exposure and disposition of violations of 
State laws and army discipline. One of the cases which 
has received much attention and 1s being very urges?! 
investigated and dealt with by the functional organs « 
the unprincipled distribution of materials in the Civi 
Aviation General Department. The case was first 
brought to light by the article “Into Whose Hands Hav< 
the Materials Fallen?” published in issue No 120. Pari 2 
(February 1987). of the newspaper HANG KHONG 
VIET NAM. Then issue No 9367 of the newspaper 
QUAN DOI NHAN DAN, dated 25 June. further clari- 
fied that matter, and on 5 July the Political General 
Department made a public report on the matter. 


That affair has been investigated and +¢rified by the 
competent organs, including a party organ—the Party 
Inspection Committee of the Central Military Party 
Commiuttee—and a legal organ, the Central Military 
Procuratorate, which reached conclusions and recomm- 
mended corrective messures. Its true content is that 
General Department head and a number of cadres with 
positions and authority in the Civil Aviation General 
Department arbitrarily used money and sirategic mate- 
rials belonging to the state to build houses for a few 
individuals under the guise of “making distribution from 
the General Departments’s welfare fund.” That affair 
caused great harm to the public treasury, caused dissat- 
isfaction among the masses, and very adversely affected 
internal solidarity and the confidence of the masses in 
party organizations and state organs. 


After an investigation and verification based on matters 
of proven accuracy, it is possible to isolate the following 
lessons. 


First of all, there 1s the lesson regarding the responsibility 
of cadres in positions of authority vis-a-vis socialist 
property and the principle of social justice. 


The Civil Aviation General Department manages a very 
large quantity of state finances and materials. all of the 
General Department's property 1s owned by the state 
and the entire population. The responsibility of the 
cadres in charge, from the General Department head on 
down. is the responsibility of people who represent the 
state and the people in managing and using that property 
in correct accordance with the promulgated regulations 
and principles. However, on 19 July 1985 the head of the 
Civil Aviation General Department signed Official Let- 
ter No 394/TCHK, which set aside welfare funds to 
upgrade and repair cadres’ houses, and on the basis of 
that decision a number of other cadres distributed to five 
cadres who were department heads in the General 
Department (the General Department head was aware of 
that distribution) a large amount of moncy, 1.4 million 
dong, equal to 58.3 percent of the total amount of money 
in the welfare fund at that time. That moncy was 
received in the form of materials, iron, steel, and cement 
purchased at the supply prices at that time (iron and 
steel, 7 dong per kg and cement, 3.1 dong per kg). Four 
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of those people were provided with houses or with 
materials to build houses. In addition, they received 
other economic benefits, such as being able to select the 
kinds of materials, using transportation facilities, etc. 


In comparing the materials a number of cadres received 
in accordance with current regulations and policies with 
the average amounts received by the cadres who were 
distributed materials. we note the following excessive 
disparities: 


4 colonel who was formerly head of the flight manage- 
ment department: cement, 40.7 times the average: siccl, 
50 tumes the average. 


A lieutenant colonel who was acting head of the procu- 
ratorate of the Civil Aviation General Department : 
cement, 18 times the average; steel, 34 times the average. 


Those excessive disparities,. if calculated at the actual 
prices at that time, would amount to more than 1.4 
million dong. li must be affirmed that this was a mayor 
case of corruption involving socialist property which was 
legalized and the nature of which was even worse than 
theft, for such legalized theft casily causes people to dare 
openly and brazenly make private use of a large quantity 
of state property but still arrogantly think that they are 
correct! 


When assigned a position by the party, the state or the 
army. every cadre and party member has certain author- 
ity, appropriate to the position, to ensure that they can 
do the job, and receive certain benefits, such as salaries, 
work facilites, housing, ctc., corresponding to the respon- 
sibility assigned them. But the exercising of that author- 
ity must be in accordance with the common and unified 
stipulations, principles. and regulations of the party, the 
state, and the army. One may not arbitrarily bestow on 
one’s self special nights and benefits which are contrary 
to the stipulations of the party. the state, and the army, 
cause social myustices, or cause the masses to be legiti- 
matcly disssatisfied. 


All cadres and party members know that the party, state, 
and army do not give them the right to waste or divide 
up and cxpropriate property belonging to the state and 
the people. The greater the authority and the responsi- 
bility, the more it 1s necessary to make careful calcula- 
tions and have a scientific basis before making decisions, 
and one must accept responsibility for one’s decisions. 
As people who have positions and authority, cadres and 
party members must be profoundly aware that every 
decision which 1 imecorrect or arises from personal 
benefit, no maticr how small, cannot but result in 
harmful consequences. 


Therefore, a lesson of general significance 1s that under 
the conditions of the party being im power and party 
members having positions and authority, and having the 
right of material management, it 1s Necessary to contin- 
ually forge ourselves so that we can be sufficiently strong 








JPRS-SEA-88-009 
24 | «ruary 1988 


to overcome ali material seductions. Now more than 
ever, it 1s necessary to fully understand and correctly 
apply the basic principle of socialism: reward based on 
the contribution of one’s labor. That principle has been 
coc ted nto policies and regulations which everyone 
mitt observe absolutely and cannot be ignored. 


Second, there 1s the lesson regarding the building of 
strong party organizations and bring into play the lead- 
ership role of party organizations with regard to protect- 
ing State property. 


The party committee of the Civil Aviation General 
Depariment is a party committee in an organ that 
manages a large volume of state property.. One of the 
basic, very important missions of the party committee is 
tightly managing and using that property. The distribu- 
tion of money and material, and the granting of land and 
houses in a manner that is unfair and contrary to the 
principles and regulations of the Civil Aviation General 
Department have taken place during the past several 
years. During that time many party members who were 
party committee members and managing cadres have 
acted contrary to the viewpoints, principles, and regula- 
tions regarding the management of money and materials. 
They have been used arbitrarily. on the basis of special 
rights and benefits, regardless of the principles and 
regulations and the dissatisfaction of the masses. The 
party committee of the General Department knew that 
its deputy secretary, the head of the General Departi- 
ment, had made a decision granting money to build 
houses which was contrary to principles and regulations, 
and that the heads of the Cadre Organization and flight 
management departments had abused their authority by 
instructing the organs and units to issue materials anc 
had decided to set up construction departments to build 
their houses. However, the party commitice and the 
party chapters looked the other way. Cadres, pat; 
members, and the masses sent many letters concerning 
those misdeeds, but the party organization did not 
investigate, examine, analyze, and take action. During a 
number of meetings the party committee issued resolu- 
tions on that subject. but they were not thorouphly 
implemented. An example was Resolution 07, in Janu- 
ary 1986, of the standing committee of the party com- 
mittee, which ordered the cessation of the selling of 
materials and the granting of land. The issuing and 
conessionary selling of materials intensifed. That situa- 
tion caused reaction from and dissatisfaction among the 
cadres, workers, and civil servants. On 15 June 1986 the 
party committee of the General Department issued Res- 
olution No 84 concerning a number of leadership prob- 
lems. By means of that resolution the party committee 
“assigned to the standing committee responsibility for 
investigation and reaching conclusions regarding a num- 
ber of specific matters of concern to the party organiza- 
tion and the masses, especially the distribution of mate- 
nals and money to individuals.” Then the party 
committee of the General Department organized inspec- 
tion groups to collect sufficient documentation, but the 
problem continued to exist and was not concluded by the 
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General Depariment’s party committee, because of 
impure Motivations On the party of some individuals in 
positions of authority, who exerted pressure. 


Thus the party committee of the General Department 
relaxed its leadership and inspection functions and 
allowed individuals to abuse their authority, and when 
the party organization relaxed its leadership and inspec- 
ton 1i became an organization in form only. Its leader- 
ship resolutions no longer had an effect. 


The collective leadership of the party committee 1s 
always closely combined with individual responsibility. 
Clearly, in the Civil Aviation General Department that 
principle was violated. Collective leadership is mani- 
fested in the form of resolutions. Therefore. the resolu- 
tions of the party organization must be products of 
collective intelligence. In all party activites it 1s necessary 
to ensure true political equality among the components. 
have truly democratic, open, and frank discussions, have 
a sense of responsibility, and not be dependent, oppor- 
tunistic, or constrained by any form of pressure. Respect 
for that principle will bring into play positiveness and 
creativity, concentrate the intelligence of the collective, 
and create a high degree of unanimity among leadership. 
The leader must have political skill and a strong sense of 
responsibility, and must contribute to strengthening the 
all-around leadership ability of the party committee and 
the victorious implementation of all directives, resolu- 
tons, and missions of the unit. 


Actual experience has shown that it 1s incorrect for the 
collective to assume responsibility for everything or for 
individuals to be dependent, but even more dangerous 
are the phenomena of individuals disregarding the col- 
lective, individuals standing above the collective, arbi- 
trariness, or paternalism. The party's leadership princi- 
ples do not allow anyone, no matter what his position or 
age. no matter how long he has been in the party, 
whether his ability 1s superior or inferior, and no matter 
how much he has contributed, to place himself above the 
collective and disregard the collective. 


Another lesson regarding leadership in the Civil Avia- 
tion General Department is that the parky commitice 
and the party chapters did not fully grasp the directives 
and resolutions of the party in order to struggle to end 
misdeeds by party members, or if they did grasp them 
they were rightist and did not struggle. Directive 76CT, 
dated 9 October 1985, of the Secretariat clearly stipu- 
lated that “It is forbidden to abuse one’s authority, 
obtain land or buy materials beyond the stipulated 
standards, or take advantage of state facilities and work- 
ers to build houses for one’s self or one’s children.” That 
directive also stated that “From now on the cadres and 
party members, especially in the cities and towns, who 
want to build private houses, must report to the party 
chapters, the organ, and the unit regarding the reason for 
building the house, the construction area, and the 
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sources of capital and materials for building the house. 
Only if the organization concludes that the proposal 1s 
rational and reasonable can the cadre or party member 
build the house.” 


In view of the recent construction of houses by party 
members in positions of authority at the Civil Aviation 
General Department, it 1s clear that the leadership of the 
party committees and the party chapters there was 
ineffective, so they allowed things to continuc, which 
resulted in a loss of confidence by the masses in the 
party. the party committees and chapters of those units 
could not manage the party members and did not inspect 
or grasp. specifically and accurately. the quality of cach 
cadre and party member within the sphere of their 
management with regard to problems related to virture 
and style, in order to apply educational measures and 
Struggle to promptly correct those problems. For their 
part, those party members were unwilling to become part 
of the organization or to participate regularly in chapter 
activities or subject themselves to the management, 
education, and inspection of the chapters with regard to 
their party member qualifications. that 1s a principle that 
all party members, no matter what their positions, must 
strictly observe. The higher the position of a party 
member, the more exemplary he must be. He must not 
place himself above the chapter or regard himself as a 
special party member who docs not have to participate 
in activities but only wants to imstruct other party 
members and does not accept the education, criticism, or 
inspection of the chapter. The actual situation has shown 
that the failure of party members to strictly observe the 
principles and discipline of party activities, or to volun- 
tarily subject themselves to the management, education, 
and inspection of the party chapters, 1s an important 
factor resulting in the violation of discipline and the 
degeneration of moral quality on the party of some 
cadres and party members, including party members 
who are high-ranking cadres. 


Therefore, a lesson with regard to party building 1s that it 
1S necessary to build pure and comprehensively strong 
party organizations, including both the party commitices 
and the party chapters, in order to firmly grasp the 
principle of collective leadership combined with individ- 
ual responsibility, the Ught management of party mem- 
bers, and an appropriate leadership structure. 


Third, there 1s the lesson regarding developing the effec- 
tiveness of the mass communications facilities in order 


to struggle against all negative phenomena 


In making public that improper distribution of materi- 
als, the newspaper HANG KHONG VIET NAM fulfilled 
its responsibility. That was a matter of implementing the 
resolution of the Sixth Party Congress. We all know that 
the press is the voice of the party, the bridge that 
connects the party with the masses, and must also reflect 
the voice of the masses. The press 1s responsible for 
disseminating the lines, stands. and policies of the party, 
remaining close to the actual situation. promptly report 
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and deeply analyze the new events, uncover and accu- 
ratcly reflect the new events. uncover and accurately 
reflect the advanced models. ardently support and 
encourage the new factors, and bravely struggle against 
the backward. outmoded phenomena and all other neg- 
ative phenomena and all other negative phenomena. The 
press must reflect the thoughts. aspirations. and legiti- 
mate requirements of the masses and the constructive 
opimons of the masses with regard to the party and state. 
Therefore, 1s the common forum of the party and the 
people and a tool for achieving the policy of “the people 
knowing, discussing. domng. and inspecting.” 


Something worthy of critecrsm 1s that the Civil Aviation 
General Department acted improperly toward the press, 
as was brought out by the Political General Department. 
Such acts as forbidding the political organ from sending 
propaganda-traiming cadres to the unit to grasp the 
Situation with regard to ideological consciousness 
toward the newspaper article. preventing newspaper 
reporters from interviewing the directior, ctc., were very 
imcorrect. Was that terrible fear of the hammer and 
sickle of public opinion” 


Of course the press must be responsible to the party and 
State, and to the public, with regard to the accuracy of 
what i! reports, to the pure motivation of the writers, and 
to the political-social effects when making a negative 
phenomenon public. The press must be subject to the 
leadership of the party. obcy the regulations regarding 
discipline in public propaganda. and maintain state and 
military secrecy. But one should not make that excuse to 
cover-up something or prevent the press from caposing 
negative phenomena that are contrary to qualities and 
virtues of cadres and party members, and violate state 
laws. And of course. the interested parties, including 
both organizations and individuals. which are reported 
on by the press. have the mght to present their views. But 
above all. the interested parties must strictly consider the 
correctness of their actions, manifest a spirit of self- 
criticism, and especially seriously accept criticism and be 
determined to correct deficrencies 


The press must correctly reflect the truth and the nature 
of the matter, and of course must be accurate with regard 
to details. But it 1s difficult to ensure that the details are 
100 percent correct. Therefore, the interested parties 
should not make the excuse of a lack of complete 
accuracy of details to defend their mistakes. 


The actualities of the recent period have shown that the 
press 1s a very sharp tool, especially in fighting negativ- 
ism, and must be brought into play and utihzed reso- 
lutely and boldly, with a strong sense of responsiblity. It 
may be concluded that i 1s necessary to have the strong 
pressure of public opinion by means of the activities of 
the press. for only then can the struggle against negativ- 
ism led by our party win victory 
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For a long ume now. im the struggle against negative 
phenomena we have sct forth many poles. bul onc 


reason for the slow transformation 1s thal we have not 
yet created strong and broad public opinion. Al present. 
the struggic 1s undergoing an initial transformation. The 
movement to respond to the “Tasks that must be carned 
out immediately” articles of comrade N_V_L.. published 
in the newspaper NHAN DAN. 1s being promoted 


As a tool of the party and the static. the newspaper of 
each sector. echelon. and locality 1s an organ of the party 
commutice of that sector, echelon. or locality, and 1s 
subject to the leadership. guidance. and management of 
the party commuiutice ccheions. In the relatronship 
between the newspapers and the party commutice and 
commander at that echelon. if there 1s a disagreement. 
even complcte disagreement. the newspaper may keep its 
opimon and seck instructions from the upper echelon. It 
18 forbidden to abuse the principle of the party's leader- 
ship of the press to cover-up negative acts truthfully 
reported by the press. with a sense of responsibility and 
with careful consideration of the pros and cons. The 
party commiutieces and commanders at all echelons arc 
responsibic for guiding. assisting. supporting. protecting. 
and bringing into play the mitiative and creativity of the 
press. which is bravely contributing to the struggic 
against negat:vism and the struggle for truth. democracy. 
social justice, and our revolutwonary ideals. 


In the struggle agains negativism. cach party organiza- 
tion and unit, as well as cach of our cadres and party 
members. will grow, although a wall be difficult to avo 
losses. But as Uncle Ho taught. “When rice 1s brought in 
to be milled there 1s much pain. but after it 1s milled ut 1s 
as white as cotton.” An wmportant matter, that 1s teed in 
with that struggic. 1s to promptly learn useful lessons 
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Difficulties, ‘Social | "E 
njustices’ Experienced by 


42090062 Hana DAI DOAN AET om Vietnamese 
IS Sep&? pil 


Artcle by Col Bui Dinh Nguyen: “Social Realities and 
ctirees”] 


[Text] People who retire at the present time. when the 
nation 1s encountering myriad economic and social dit- 
ficulties, must, in addition to worrying about the nation. 
also think about their own lives. 


With regard to people who have cxpenenced many 
cha in the nation, and witnessed and felt many crises 
in life, the actual situation has prevented them from 
thinking that travel and housing are free of problems and 
not worth worrying about. Frankly. after a good deal of 
arduous struggic, when they are able to take it casy so 
that they can enjoy their grandchildren and teach them 
to be worthy of following in the steps of their ancestors. 
everyone wants to enjoy a little bit of those sample 
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pleasures. No onc wants to worry. for that would disturb 
both the organizatoon and themscly cs. pust as of all needs 
had been met thanks to far. meticulous treatment by 
society and the organization 


Bul there are many imyustoes (the consegucnces of 
negative evils whech Continuc to cart. as of a disease of 
society) whech spare or respect no one. The pressures of 
those evils affect retirees to an mcreasingly greater 
degree. People who retire fecl themscives growing older. 
not only because of passing time but because of the 
hardship and misery caused by mmyustices m society 
deprivations mm ther hives. and ther own rotation 


Something that everyone fecls « that thew moral lives 
are richer. freer. and more precsous than liwes thal are 
princely but base and vile. in which one must be among 
selfish competitors. However. in the present social situ- 
atwon there 1s still debate over that opmeon, and a 
considerable numbcr of people belreve that way of 
thinking 1s outmoded and 1s voluntarism because im hfe 
there continucs to carst the actual sttuatoon of “truthfully 
and sincerely being rewarded with sethacks and defict- 
ences.” When can that saying. which os both humorous 
and satirical, be eliminated” 


There are many pitiful wmages regarding the lives of 
members of the armed forces who have retired and must 
gloomily endure hardships They must wrestle with life 
to make up for the short-fall mm thew moomes after they 
retire, and must resist the social evils whech are contin- 
ually cating mo ther moomes. which were already im 
sufficrent 


We feel sorry for Mrs Tran Minh Nha. a level-2 specialsst 
with a state organ, who after retoring. everyday had to use 
Carrying poles to carry vegetables tens of kilometers to 
carn enough mony to live As for Vu Trong T. Nguyen 
Van 1. and G. G.. an army colonel who 1s a frend of 
mince, every day they patiently at on the sidewalks of 
Tran Phu. Li Nam De. Le Truc. and other streets im 
Hanoi, inviting passers-by to purchase lottery tickets so 
that they can carn a littl commrsson. They feel fortu- 
nate that the organ managing the reconstruction lottery 
allows them to be agents. There are many other people 
who must do odd jobs which they never thought they 
would have to do before they retered, such as serving as 
porters, sweeping school rooms. pushing carts, pumping 
bicycle tires, operating cvclos, washing cars, selling tea. 
washing dishes for noodle soup shops. etc. But 1s there 
any other way for them to mamntam then standard of 
hving and that of ther tamilbes’ Many people feel 
embarrassed when they suddenly meet old trends. even 
though they are entirely of good will That 1s not to 
mention people who are no longer able to work or who 
are ill. they must suffer many deprivatrons. Lt Col Ta 
Huu K 1s also a retired frend of mince. Hes family must 
cal rice gruct all week because i doesn't have cnough 
moncy to buy roe on the black market and the state has 
no noe to sell. A comrade in my office turned over his 
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mee ration to comrade KA. “When one ms hungry. a 
mouthful 1s equal to a packageful when onc ss full wa 
truly meaningful capression 


1 also know that although peopic are still capenencing 
many difficultees an their lives there are many cvampics 
of reured cadres who enthussatically undertake social 
tasks assigned by the localrtecs. who “suppor themselves 
and work for the country ~~ without demanding special 
treatment. Sunce he retuned. May Gen M. who 1s 7)-vears- 
old thes vear, has partnrypated mm the activites of the 
Lawyers Assocation of the muncipality of Hanoi 
Recently he was clected to the Precinct People’s Com- 
mitice and was placed im charge of the iegalcode work 
and the retirees’ larson commuticc. Every quarter he 
receives a “fee” of 150 dong After dog hes social work, 
comrade M and hrs family engage mm animal hushandry. 
for only m that way can he mamta a reasonable 
standard of living. in view of current prices 


Someone calculated that a 4-star semor colonel, a class-! 
department head. or a class-6 specialist who 1s still on the 
job cannot, at current monthly salaries, afford to buy a 
family member a train ticket (at state proces) to Saigon to 
resolve an uncapected family problem Retired people 
could afford ut even less because thew moomes are far 
lower With such moomes they cannot support them- 
scives, let alone support. provude for the education of, 
find work for, or find spouses for thew children, or 
support their aged parents. The worst off are the “old 
father-late children” familes. with many young depen- 
dents. Once they retire. people who all thew lives self- 
lessly served the nation. find that thei famuiles’ living 
quarters and sustenance have become difficult problems. 
are resigned to relying on benevolence from the organm- 
ration, and would never do anything to sully their 
comscrence of adversely affect the tradironal qualites of 
the army and of revolutionary cadres 


At the same time. there are still many social myustices. 
with many people living lives that are entirely different 


Some people not only have enough to cat but have a 
surplus, and have houses and \i!las scattered all over the 
nation. Some of those houses have been unoccupied for 
decades, in contrast to cadres’ families of dozens of 
people who live crowded om a few square meters’ Some 
people have several different konds of cars. some of 
which are driven and the others are kept om reserve, as 
well as up-to-date coupes for ther spoiled children. whale 
many retirees continue to mde dilapidated bicycles 
which are shared Sy dozens of people’ Why do some 
people extravagantly spend tens of thousands of dong in 
hotels and restaurants. dirnk canned and bottled beer as 
if it were water, and use “555° cogareties as if they were 
toothpicks. while many retered cadres work hard all day 
to carn an extra 100 dong’ Some people use 3.000 to 
4.000 kw of electricity per month. but a considerable 
number of people in workers’ quarters. some retired 
people. swelter im summer heat but docs not have any 
electricity for a week at a tome. Was there fighting for 40 
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long years. from the August Revoluton to Dicn Bien 
Phu to Saigon on ¥) April. so that today poopie who 
served im those combat ranks and have retired can 
become the vectems of mngustece” That 1s not the goal they 
fought scifless!y to attain’ 


it must be added that here | absolutcly do not envy the 
legitimate. ratronal preferential treatment of people who 
have contributed to socecty. There = m0 demand for 
equal distribution. bul some people still have spa cual 
privileges and benefits. and there are still people who sit 
im the shade and cat from golden bowls. and people who 
are corrupt, amass and sical property belonging to the 
state and the peopic, in order to finance an extravagant, 
scifish way of life. at a time when our country 1 still 
poor, the working people and returees are still hard-up. 
and social discipline and morality are still om upheaval. 


The policy of the party toward preparing for cadres to 
retire 1s to create conditions for them to stabilized thei 
sunset years $0 that they can be content, but in view of 
that deplorable situation few people feel that they are 
receiving preferential treatment from the party, and 
mstcad of fecling that they were able to retire feel that 
they had to retire. Therfore, when suddenly ordered to 
retire many people feel that they have been dismissed 
from work. If the competent leadership echelon asked 
them om advance their opimron vis-a-vis retiring, few 
people would voluntarily accept that “honor” 


Al present there 1s an abuse that embarrasses retirees: 
because of the negative mendents m the sectors and 
localities that have been caposed by the sectors and 
localities, and mm order to cope with complaints by the 
public, many places have meted out internal discipline 
by forcing people into retirement, such as at the Hanoi 
Public Works Service. the Equipment-Materials General 
Department, and the former Ministry of Agriculture. 
Thus reterement, which used to have the good nature of 
berg a form of reward for people with meri im many 
years of serving the revolution 1s now used as a form of 
discipline to punish wrongdoers. A son asked his father, 
a department head, “Did you have to retire because you 
did something wrong”” Such irony’ 


Such things have had a considerable umpact on people 
who are about to retire, and have forced them to plan 
and scheme so that they can support themselves after 
retoring. Negative deeds are unavordable, even though 
they don't want that to be the case. Even more harmful, 
what will young cadres who are still on the ſob or youths 
who are just starting out in life and want to have military 
careers of to contribute their intelligence and talent to 
the revolution over a long perrod of tome, when they see 
how society treats their fathers during their sunset years 
after retirement’ How can they work selflessly to do their 
yobs when retirees—their parents. brothers, and sisters— 
are having such a hard time” no one could fully calculate 
the serious and long-range consequences caused by the 
dou and croded confidence of retirees. That situation 
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requires the organization to take realest steps. and to 
act immediately to climinatc the situation of retirecs 
living solutary. mescrabic. difficult lives. and thei mghts 
being violatcd 


The first matter requiring aticntvon. one which can no 
longer be dclaved. 1 bringing to an end the situation of 
retirees living esolated lives. of thew berg regarded as 
having ended thew contributions. and of thew sitting 
around sadly all day only to need an organization to 
bring them together and create conditions for them to 
contribute, depending on thei absisty. to benefit socecty 
and to asssrst one another m ther liwes. That organiza- 
thon could be an association of retered persons or. im the 
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case of the army. an assocsarton of veterans. There are 
now 56 nations of the world with associations of veter- 
ans. All of the fraternal socsalest countries have such 
associatvons. Al present. there carst on the subprecincts 
and villages retiree arson teams. whech only inform 
retirees to pack up thew stepends. ratvon Samps. caniccn 
goods. cic. and do not have the effect or sagnificance of 
an organization with clear goals. statutcs, and bylaws 
based on the laws of the state. The tome has come to 
mmediatcly carry owt certamm tasks regarding retirecs. 
who can be a very emportant segment of socecty of which 
we know how to develop thew potential 
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